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So he spoke, and they were all hushed in silence, 
and-were spellbound throughout the shadowy halls. 
And Alcinous again answered him, and said: 

_ “Odysseus, since thou hast come to my high-roofed 
house with floor of brass, thou shalt not, methinks, 
be driven back, and return with baffled purpose, 

_ even though thou hast suffered much. And to each 

man of you that in my halls are ever wont to drink 

| the flaming wine of the elders, and to listen to the 
| minstrel, I speak, and give. this charge. Raiment 

‘for the stranger lies already stored in the polished 

chest, with gold curiously wrought and all the other 

| gifts which the counsellors of the Phaeacians brought 
| hither. But, come now, let us give him a: great 
| tripod and a cauldron, each man of us, and we in 

} turn will gather the cost from among the people, and 

| Tepay ourselves. It were hard for one man to give 

| freely, without requital.” — 

| __ So spake Alcinous, and his word. was pleasing to 

} them. They then went, each man to his house, to 

take their rest ; but as soon as early Dawn appeared, 

| the rosy-fingered, they hastened to the ship and 
| brought the bronze, that gives strength to men. 

‘And the strong and mighty Alcinous went himself 
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throughout the ship, and carefully stowed the gifts 
beneath the benches, that they might not hinder 
any of the crew at their rowing, when they busily 
plied the oars. Then they went to the house of 
Alcinous, and prepared a feast. 

And for them the strong and mighty Alcinous 
sacrificed a bull to Zeus, son of Cronos, god of the 
dark clouds, who is lord of all. Then, ace they had 
burned the thigh-pieces, they feasted a glorious feast, 
and made merry, and among them the divine min- 
strel Demodocus, held in honour by the people, sang 
to the lyre. But Odysseus would ever turn his head 
toward the blazing sun, eager to see it set, for verily 


‘he was eager to return home. And as a man longs 
_ for supper, for whom all day long a yoke of wine-dark 


oxen has drawn the jointed plough through fallow 
land, and gladly for him does the light of the sun 
sink’ that he may busy him with his supper, and his 
knees grow weary as he goes; even so gladly for 
Odysseus did the light of the sun sink. Straightway 
then he spoke among the Phaeacians, lovers of the 
oar, and “to Alcinous above all he declared his word, 
and said: 

“Lord Alcinous, renowned above all men, pour 


libations now, and send ye me on my way in peace ; 


and yourselves too—Farewell! For now all that my 
heart desired has been brought to pass: a convoy, 


and gifts of friendship. May the gods of heaven 


bless them to me, and on my return may I find in 
my home my peerless wife with those I love un- 
scathed ; and may you again, remaining here, make 
glad your wedded wives and children; and may the 


_ gods grant you prosperity of every sort, and may no 


evil come upon your people.” 
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So he spoke, and they all praised his words, and 
bade send the stranger on his way, since he had 


spoken fittingly. Then the mighty Alcinous spoke 


to the herald, saying: “ Pontonous, mix the bowl, 
and serve out wine to all in the hall, in order that, 


~ when we have made prayer to father Zeus, we may 


send forth the stranger to his own native land.” 

So he spoke, and Pontonous mixed the honey- 
hearted wine and served out to all, coming up to 
each in turn; and they poured libations to the 
blessed gods, who hold broad heaven, from where 
they sat. But goodly Odysseus arose, and placed in 
the hand of Arete the two-handled cup, and spoke, 


‘and addressed her with winged words : 


“Fare thee well, O queen, throughout all the 


_ years, till old age aid death come, which are the lot 
of mortals. As for me, I go my way, but do thou in 


this house have joy of thy children and thy people 
and Alcinous the king.” 

So the goodly Odysseus spake and passed over the 
threshold. And with him the mighty Alcinous sent 
forth a herald to lead him to the swift ship.and the 
shore of the sea. And Arete sent with him slave 
women, one bearing a newly washed cloak and a 
tunic, and another again she bade follow to bear 
the strong chest, and yet another bore bread and 
red wine. 

_ But when they had come down to the ship and 
to the sea, straightway the lordly youths that were 
his escort took these things, and stowed them in 
the hollow ship, even all the food and drink. Then 
for Odysseus they spread a rug and a linen sheet 
on the deck of the hollow ship at the stern, that 
he might sleep soundly ; and he too went aboard, 
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and laid him down in silence. Then they sat 
down on the benches, each in order, and loosed the 
hawser from the pierced stone. And as soon as they 
leaned back, and tossed the brine with their oar- 
blades, sweet sleep fell upon his eyelids, an un- 
awakening sleep, most sweet, and most like to death. 
And as on a plain four yoked stallions spring forward 
all together beneath the strokes of the lash, and 
‘leaping on high swiftly accomplish their way, even 
so the stern of that ship leapt on high, and in her 
wake the dark wave of the loud-sounding sea foamed 
mightily, and she sped safely and surely on her way ; 
not even the circling hawk, the swiftest of winged 
‘things, could have kept pace with her. Thus she 
sped on swiftly and clove the waves of the sea, 
bearing a man the peer of the gods in counsel, one 
who in time past had suffered many griefs at heart 
in passing through wars of men and the grievous 
waves; but now “he slept in peace, fs getful of all 


‘i that ive had suffered. 


Now when that brightest of stars rose which 
ever comes to herald the light of early Dawn, 


_- even then the seafaring ship drew near to the 


island. 

There is in the land of Ithaca a certain harbour of 
Phorcys, the old man of the sea, and at its mouth 
two projecting headlands sheer to seaward, but slop- 
ing down on the side toward the harbour. These 
keep back the great waves raised by heavy winds 
without, but within the benched ships lie unmoored 
when they have reached the point of anchorage. At 
the head of the harbour is a long- leafed olive tree, 
_ and near it a pleasant, shadowy cave sacred to the 

nymphs that are called Naiads. Therein are mixing 
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bowls and jars of stone, and there too the bees store 
honey. And in the cave are long looms of stone, at 
which the nymphs weave webs of purple dye, a 
wonder to behold ; and therein are also ever-flowing 
springs. Two doors there are to the cave, one 


- toward the North Wind, by which men go down, 


but that toward the South Wind is sacred, nor do 
men enter thereby; it is the way of the immortals. 
Here they rowed in, knowing the place of old; 
and the ship ran full half her length on the shore in 
her swift course, at such pace was she driven by the 
arms of the rowers. Then they stepped forth from 
the benched ship upon the land, and first they lifted 
Odysseus out of the hollow ship, with the linen sheet 
and bright rug as they were, and laid him down on 
the sand, still overpowered by sleep. And they 
lifted out the goods which the lordly Phaeacians had 
given him, as he set out for home, through the 
favour of great-hearted Athene. These they set all 
together by the trunk of the olive tree, out of the 
path, lest haply some wayfarer, before Odysseus 
_ awoke, might come upon them and spoil them. Then 
they themselves returned home again. But the 
Shaker of the Earth did not forget the threats where- 
with at the first he had threatened godlike Odysseus, 
and he thus enquired of the purpose of Zeus: 
“Father Zeus, no longer shall I; even I, be held 
in honour among the immortal gods, seeing that 
mortals honour me not a whit—even the Phaeacians, 
who, thou knowest, are of my own lineage. For | 
but now declared that Odysseus should suffer many 
woes ere he reached his- home, though I did not 
wholly rob him of his return when once thou hadst 
promised it and confirmed it with thy nod; yet in 
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his sleep these men have borne him in a swift ship 
over the sea and set him down in Ithaca, and have 
given him gifts past telling, stores of bronze and gold 


and woven raiment, more than Odysseus would ever 


have won for himself from Troy, if he had returned 
unscathed with his due share of the spoil.” | 

Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered him, and 
said: “Ah me, thou shaker of the earth, wide of sway, 
what a thing hast thou said! The gods do thee no 
dishonour ; hard indeed would it be to assail with 
dishonour our eldest and best. But as for men, if 
any one, yielding to his might and strength, fails to 
do thee honour in aught, “thou mayest ever take 
vengeance, even thereafter.. Do as thou wilt, and 
as is thy good pleasure.”’ 

Then Poseidon, the earth-shaker, answered him: 
«Straightway should I have done as thou sayest, 
thou god of the dark clouds, but 1 ever dread and 
avoid thy wrath. But nowI am minded to smite the 
fair ship of the Phaeacians, as she comes back from 
his convoy on the misty deep, that hereafter they 
may desist and cease from giving convoy to men, 


"and to fling a great mountain about their city.” 





Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered him and 
said: “ Friend, hear what seems best in my sight. 
When all the people are looking forth from the city 
upon her as she speeds on her way, then do thou | 
turn her to stone hard by the land—a stone in the 
shape of a swift ship, that all men may marvel; and 
do thou fling a great mountain about their city.”’ 

Now when Poseidon, the earth-shaker, heard this 
he went his way to Scheria, where the Phaeacians 
dwell, and there he waited. And she drew close 
to shore, the seafaring ship, speeding swiftly on her 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIII. 162-189 


way. Then near her came the Earth-shaker and 
turned her to stone, and rooted her fast beneath by 
a blow of the flat of his hand, and then he was gone. 

But they spoke winged words to one another, the 
Phaeacians of the long oars, men famed for their 
ships. And thus would one speak, with a glance at 
his neighbour : 

“Ah me, who has now bound our swift ship on 


the sea as she sped homeward? Lo, she was in 


plain sight.” 

So would one of ects speak, but they knew 
not how these things were to be. Then Alcinous 
addressed their company and said : 

« Lo now, verily the oracles of my father, uttered 
long ago, have come upon me. He was wont to say 
that Poseidon was wroth with us because we give 
safe convoy to all men. He said that some day, as 
a beautiful ship of the Phaeacians was returning from 
a convoy over the misty deep, Poseidon would smite 
her,and would fling a great mountain about our town. 
So that old man spoke, and lo, now all this is being 
brought to pass. But now come, as I bid let us all 


obey. Cease ye to give convoy to mortals, when 


anyone comes to our city, and let us sacrifice to 
Poseidon twelve choice bulls, if haply he may take 
pity, and not fling a lofty mountain about our 


- town.” 


So he spoke, and they were seized with fear and 
made ready the bulls. Thus they were praying to 
the lord Poseidon, the leaders and counsellors of the 
land of the Phaeacians, as they stood about the altar, 
but Odysseus awoke out of his sleep in his native 
land. Yet he knew it not after his long absence, 
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Pallas Athene, daughter of Zeus, that she might 
render him unknown, and tell him all things, so that. 
his wife might not know him, nor his townsfolk, nor 


his friends, until the wooers had paid the full price 


of all their transgressions. Therefore all things 
seemed strange to their lord, the long paths, the 
bays offering safe anchorage, the sheer cliffs, and the 
luxuriant trees. So he sprang up and stood and 
looked upon his native land, and then he groaned 
and smote both of his thighs with the flat of his 
hands, and mournfully spoke, and said : 

“Woe is me, to the land of what mortals am I 
now come? Are they cruel, and wild, and unjust? 
or do they love strangers and fear the gods in their 
thoughts? Whither shall I bear all this wealth, or 
whither shall I myself go wandering on? Would 


that I had remained there among the Phaeacians, 


and had then come to some other of the mighty 


_ kings, who would have entertained me and sent me 
on my homeward way. But now I know not where 


to bestow this wealth; yet here will I not leave it, 
lest haply it become the spoil of others to my cost. 
Out upon them; not wholly wise, it seems, nor just 
were the leaders and counsellors of the Phaeacians ° 


_ who have brought me to a strange land. Verily they 


said that they would bring me to clear-seen Ithaca, 


_ but they have not made good their word. May Zeus, 


the end s god, requite them, who watches over 


all me 
I will number the goods, and go over them, lest to 


and punishes him that sins. But come, 


_ my cost these men have carried off aught with them 
_ in the hollow ship.” 


f x 
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So he spake, and set him to count the beautiful 


; tripods, and the cauldrons, and the gold, and the 
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- fair woven raiment, and of these he missed nothing. 


Then, mournfully longing for his native land, he 
paced by the shore of the loud-sounding sea, uttering 


_ many a moan. And Athene drew near him in the 


form of a young man, a herdsman of sheep, one most 
delicate, as are the sons of princes. In a double fold 
about her shoulders she wore a well-wrought cloak, 
and beneath her shining feet she had sandals, and in 
her hands a spear. Then Odysseus was glad at 


sight of her, and came to meet her, and he spoke, 


and addressed her with winged wor ds : 

“ Friend, since thou art the first to whom I have 
come in this land, hail to thee, and mayst thou meet 
me with no evil Bind. Nay, save this treasure, and 
save me; for to thee do I pray, as to a god, and am 
come to thy dear knees. And tell me this also truly, 


_ that I may know full well. What land, what people 


is this? What men dwell here? Is it some clear- 
seen island, or a shore of the deep-soiled mainland 
that lies resting on the sea?” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene,.answered 
him: “ A fool art thou, stranger, or art come from far, 
if indeed thou askest of this land. Surely it is no wise 
so nameless, but full many know it, both all those 


_ who dwell toward the dawn and the sun, and all those 

that are behind toward the murky darkness. It is a 
_ rugged isle, not fit for driving horses, yet it is not ut- 
i Bee Sock chengh it be but narrow. Therein grows 
4 


oe 


corn beyond measure, and the wine-grape as well, and 


r ° ° ° ° ° 
_ the rain never fails it, nor the rich dew. It is a good 


is Se eee ann Fe4 


f land for pasturing goats and kine; there are trees 
& of every sort, and in it also pools for watering that 
_ fail not the year through. Therefore, stranger, the 


name of Ithaca has reached even to ae land of Troy, 
’ which, they ays is far from this land of Achaea.” 
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So she spake, and the much-enduring, goodly 
Odysseus was glad, and rejoiced in his land, the 
land of his fathers, as he heard the word of Pallas 
_ Athene, daughter of Zeus, who bears the aegis ; and 
he spoke, and addressed her with winged words; yet 
he spoke not the truth, but checked the word ere it 
was uttered, ever revolving in his breast thoughts - 
of great cunning : 

“| heard of Ithaca, even in broad Crete, far over 
the sea; and now have I, myself come hither with 
these my goods. And [I left as much more with 
my children, when I fled the land, after I had slain 
the dear son of Idomeneus, Orsilochus, swift of 
foot, who in broad Crete surpassed in fleetness all 
men that live by toil. Now he would have robbed 
me of all that booty of Troy, for which I had borne 
’ grief of heart, passing through wars of men and the 
grievous waves, for that I would not shew favour 
to his father, and serve as his squire in the land 
of the Trojans, but commanded other men of my. 
own. Sol smote him with my bronze-tipped spear 
as he came home from the field, lying in wait for 
him with one of my men by the roadside. A dark 
night covered the heavens, and no man was ware 
of us, but unseen I took away his life. Now when 
I had slain’ him with the sharp bronze, I went 
straightway to a ship, and made prayer to the lordly 
_ Phoenicians, giving them booty to satisfy their 
= hearts. I bade them take me aboard and land me 
at Pylos, or at goodly Elis, where the Epeans hold 
sway. Yet verily the force of the wind thrust them 
away from thence, sore against their will, nor did 
_ they purpose to play me false; but driven wandering 
_ from thence we came hither by night. With eager 
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haste we rowed on into the harbour, nor had we any 
thought of supper, sore as was our need of it, but 
even as we were we went forth from the ship and 


lay down, one and all. Then upon me came sweet 


sleep in my weariness, but they took my goods out 
of the hollow ship and set them where I myself lay 


on the sands. And they went on board, and de- 


parted for the well-peopled land of Sidon; but I 
was left here, my heart sore troubled.” 

So he spoke, and the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene, smiled, and stroked him with her hand, and 
changed herself to the form of a woman, comely 


and tall, and skilled in giorious handiwork. And 


a al lila sii 


she spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 


“ Cunning must he be and knavish, who would go 
beyond thee in all manner of guile, aye, though it 


were a god that met thee. Bold man, crafty in 


counsel, insatiate in deceit, not even in thine own 
land, it seems, wast thou to cease from guile and 


deceitful tales, which thou lovest from the bottom 


of thine heart. But come, let us no longer talk of 
this, being both well versed in craft, since thou art 


_ far the best of all men in counsel and in speech, 


and I among all the gods am famed for wisdom and 
craft. Yet thou didst not know Pallas Athene, 
daughter of Zeus, even me, who ever stand by thy 
side, and guard thee in all toils. Aye, and I made 
thee beloved by all the Phaeacians. And now am I 
come hither to weave a plan with thee, and to hide 
all the treasure, which the lordly Phaeacians gave 
thee by my counsel and will, when thou didst set 
out for home; and to tell thee all the measure of 
woe it is thy fate to fulfil in thy well-built house. 
But do thou be strong, for bear it thou must, and 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIII. 308-334 


tell no man of them all nor any woman that thou 
hast come back from thy wanderings, but in silence 
endure thy many griefs, and submit to the violence 
of men.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “Hard is it, goddess, for a mortal man to 


- know thee when he meets thee, how wise soever 


he be, for thou takest what shape thou wilt. But 
this I know well, that of old thou wast kindly 
toward me, so long as we sons of the Achaeans 
were warring in the land of Troy. But after we 
had sacked the lofty city of Priam, and had gone 
away in our ships, and a god had scattered the 
Achaeans, never since then have I! seen thee, 
daughter of Zeus, nor marked thee coming on board 
my ship, that thou mightest ward off sorrow from 
me. Nay, I ever wandered on, bearing in my 


breast a stricken heart, till the gods delivered me 


”. Sa eg< 


from evil, even until in the rich land of the 
Phaeacians thou didst cheer me with thy words, 
and thyself lead me to their city. But now I be- 
seech thee by thy father——for I think not that I am 
come to clear-seen Ithaca; nay, it is some other land 
over which I roam, and thou, methinks, dost speak 
thus in mockery to beguile my mind—tell me 
whether in very truth I am come to my dear native 
land.”’ 


Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 


_ him: “ Ever such is the thought in thy breast, and 


therefore it is that I cannot leave thee in thy 
sorrow, for thou art soft of speech, keen of wit, and 


_ prudent. Eagerly would another man on his return 


from wanderings have hastened to behold in his 
halls his children and his wife; but thou art not 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIII. 335-361 


yet minded to know or learn of aught, till thou 


hast furthermore proved thy wife, who abides as of 


old in her halls, and ever sorrowfully for her the 


_ nights and days wane, as she weeps. But as for me, 


I never doubted of this, but in my heart knew it 
well, that thou wouldest come home after losing all 
thy comrades. Yet, thou must know, I was not 


minded to strive against Poseidon, my father’s 


brother, who laid up wrath in his heart against 
thee, angered that thou didst blind his dear son. 
But come, I will shew thee the land of Ithaca, that 
thou mayest be sure. This is the harbour of 
Phorcys, the old man of the sea, and here at the 
head of the harbour is the long-leafed olive tree, 
and near it is the pleasant, shadowy cave, sacred to 
the nymphs that are called Naiads. This, thou 
must know, is the vaulted cave in which thou wast 
wont to offer to the nymphs many hecatombs that 
bring fulfilment; and yonder is Mount Neriton, 
clothed with its forests.” 

So spake the goddess, and scattered the mist, 
and the land appeared. Glad then was the much- 


enduring, goodly Odysseus, rejoicing in his own 


land, and he kissed the earth, the giver of grain. 
And straightway he prayed to the nymphs with up- 
stretched hands: 

“Ye Naiad Nymphs, daughters of Zeus, never 
did | think to behold you again, but now I hail you 
with loving prayers. Aye, and gifts too will I give, 
as aforetime, if the daughter of Zeus, she that drives 
the spoil, shall graciously grant me to live, and shall 
bring to manhood my dear son.” 

_Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIII. 362-389 


him again: “ Be of good cheer, and let not these 
things distress thy heart. But let us now forth- 
with set thy goods in the innermost recess of the 
wondrous cave, where they may abide for thee in 
safety, and let us ourselves take thought how all 
may be far the best.” 

So saying, the goddess entered the shadowy cave 
and searched out its hiding-places. And Odysseus 
brought all the treasure thither, the gold and the 
stubborn bronze and the finely-wrought raiment, 
which the Phaeacians gave him. These things he 
carefully laid away, and Pallas Athene, daughter 
of Zeus, who bears the aegis, set a stone at the 
door. Then the two sat them down by the trunk . 
of the sacred olive tree, and devised death for the 
insolent wooers. And the goddess, flashing-eyed 
Athene, was the first to speak, saying : 

“Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, take thought how thou mayest put 
forth thy hands on the shameless wooers, who now 
for three years have been lording it in thy halls, 
wooing thy godlike wife, and offering wooers’ gifts. 
And she, as she mournfully looks for thy coming, offers 
hopes to all, and has promises for each man, sending 
them messages, but her mind is set on other things.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
_ said: “‘ Lo now, of a surety I was like to have perished 
in my halls by the evil fate of Agamemnon, son of 
Atreus, hadst not thou, goddess, duly told me all. 
But come, weave some plan by which I may requite 
them ; and stand thyself by my side, and endue me 
with dauntless courage, even as when we loosed the 
bright diadem of Troy. Wouldest thou but stand 
by my side, thou flashing-eyed one, as eager as thou 
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THE ODYSSEY, XI. 390-417 


_ wast then, I pola fight even mye three hundred 
men, with thee, mighty goddess, if with a ready 
heart thou wouldest give me aid.”’ 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “ Yea verily, I will be with thee, and will not 
_ forget thee, when we are busied with this work ; 
and methinks many a one of the wooers that 
devour thy substance shall bespatter the vast earth 
with his blood and brains. But come, I will make 
thee unknown to all mortals. I will shrivel the fair 
-skin on thy supple limbs, and destroy the flaxen 
hair from off thy head, and clothe thee in a ragged 
_ garment, such that one would shudder to see a man 
clad therein. And I will dim thy two eyes that 
were before so beautiful, that thou mayest appear 
mean in the sight of all the wooers, and of thy 
_ wife, and of thy son, whom thou didst leave in thy 
~ halls. And for thyself, do thou go first of all to the 
swineherd who keeps thy swine, and withal has a 
kindly heart towards thee, and loves thy son and 
constant Penelope. Thou wilt find him abiding by 
the swine, and they are feeding by the rock of 
Corax and the spring Arethusa, eating acorns to — 
their heart’s content and drinking the black water, 
things which cause the rich flesh of swine to wax 
fat. ‘There do thou stay, and’ sitting by his side 
question him of all things, while I go to Sparta, the 
_ land of fair women, to summon thence Telemachus, 
_ thy dear son, Odysseus, who went to spacious Lace- 
daemon to the house of Menelaus, to seek tidings 
of thee, if thou wast still anywhere alive.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her: 
“Why then, I pray thee, didst thou not tell him, 
_ thou whose mind knows all things? Nay, was it 


31 


HOMER ; 


i nA \ n ) / y/ i” 
H Wa Tov Kal KEtvos aN@peVvos ANyEa TACKY 
/ >) b ee | / f yg e yf SYA 99 
‘Tovtov émt atpuyetov: BioTov O€ ol AAXOL EOovaL; 
9 n 9 
Tov & nueiBet érerta Oea yNavewmis AOnvn: 
a / 
“ M7 6x Tot Ketvos ye Ainv evOUpLOS éoTO. 
b) / / S J b) \ YA 
AUTH pv TomTrevov, iva KNé0s EgOXOV ApoLTo 
n> 9 NY TN oo >» , 3 \ ¢ 
Keto €A\O@v: atap ov Tw EyveEL TOVOY, ANAM ExNrOS 
& oh f 3 a 
hata. év Atpeldao Somos, mapa & domera KeiTaL. © 
5 / , a; | 
7) mév ply ANOYOwWGL véot ouV Vl weXaivy, 
l[E“eVvOL KTEWAL, Tply TAaTPLOA yatlaV iKéaOat: 
’ \ URL Linke Le Ne, \ / | n / 
GNAa TA Y OVK OiW, TpLY Kat TLVa yala KaDéEeL 
avopov “uYnoTHPwY, of ToL BLoTOV KaTEOOVGLY.” 
ra) f owes 
Os dpa piv dapévn paBd@ émeuaccat AOnvy. 
“a \ if A / 
Kapwev mev Ypoa KaXov évi yvauTTotot médeo ot, 
N » 9 a 
EavOas 5 éx Keharys dreoe Tpivas, audt de Séppa 
/ A Ma 
TAVTET OW pedceoor jmara.ov Onke ‘YEpoVvToS, 
Kvutoa ey 6€ ol daaE TapOsS Te pKarhe éovTe: 
appl oe poy paros aXNO KAKO Barev noe YLTOVA, 
poyanréa puTowvra, KAKO pepopyymeve KATVO* 
appl o€ wiv peya Séppa Taxelns éoo ehaporo, 
Wirdov dHKE O€ ol OKATTpPOV Kal aEeLKéa THPNY, 
De Ga me NN Hie / 2 \ t 5 ) z 
TUKVA pwyarenv: év O€ oTPOhos HEev AopTHp. 
Ay / > A x J 5 on e es + a) 
@ y ws Bovrevoarte SuéTMayev. 1 bev eTrELTA 
id ' n a n 
és Aaxedaimova diav &Bn peta ald Odvaios. 


32 














THE ODYSSEY, XIII. 418-440 


haply that he too might suffer woes, wandering 
over the unresting sea, and that others might 
devour his substance ?”’ 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “Nay verily, not for him be thy heart overmuch 
troubled. It was I that guided him, that he might 
win good report by going thither, and he has no 
toil, but sits in peace in the palace of the son of 
Atreus, and good cheer past telling is before him. 
Truly young men in a black ship lie in wait for him, 
eager to slay him before he comes to his native 
land, but methinks this shall not be. Ere that shall 
the earth cover many a one of ue wooers that 
devour thy substance.” 

So saying, Athene touched him with her wand. 
_ She withered the fair skin on his supple limbs, and 
_ destroyed the flaxen hair from off his head, and 
about all his limbs she put the skin of an aged old 
man. And she dimmed his two eyes that were be- 
fore so beautiful, and clothed him in other raiment, a 
vile ragged cloak and a tunic, tattered garments and 
foul, begrimed with filthy smoke. And about him 
she cast the great skin of a swift hind, stripped of 
_ the hair, and she gave him a staff, and a miserable 
wallet, full of holes, slung by a twisted cord. 

So when the two had thus taken counsel together, 
_ they parted; and thereupon the goddess went to 
; peealy Lacedaemon to fetch the son of Odysseus. 
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But Odysseus went forth from the harbour by the 
rough path up over the woodland and through the 
heights to the. place where Athene had shewed him 
that he should find the goodly swineherd, who cared 
_ for his- substance above all the slaves that goodly 
Odysseus had gotten. 
- He found him sitting in the fore-hall of his 
house, where his court was built high in a place 
of wide outlook, a great and goodly court with an 
open space around it. This the swineherd had 
himself built for the swine of his master, that was 
gone, without the knowledge of his mistress and the 
old man Laertes. With huge stones had he built it, 
and set on it a coping of thorn. Without he had 
_ driven stakes the whole length, this way and that, - 
huge stakes, set close together, which he had made 
by splitting an oak to the black core;! and within 
the court he had made twelve sties close by one 
- another, as beds for the swine, and in each one were 
_ penned fifty wallowing swine, females for breeding ; 
but the boars slept without. . "hese were far fewer 
z in numbers, for on them the godlike wooers feasted, 
_and lessened them, for the swineherd ever sent in 
4 the best of all the’ fatted hogs, which numbered 
three hundred and sixty. By these ever slept four 
. dogs, savage as wild beasts, which the swineherd had 


b 1 Others render, “ splitting off the black bark.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 23-50 


reared, a leader of men. But he himself was fitting 
sandals about his feet, cutting an ox-hide of good 
colour, while the others had gone, three of them, one 
_ here one there, with the droves of swine; and the 
fourth he had sent to the city to drive perforce a boar 
to the insolent wooers, that they might slay it and 
_ satisfy their souls with meat. 

Suddenly then the baying hounds caught sight of 
Odysseus, and rushed upon him with loud barking, 
but Odysseus sat down in his cunning, and the staff 
fell from his hand. Then even in his own farmstead 
would he have suffered cruel hurt, but the swineherd 
with swift steps followed after them, and hastened 
through the gateway, and the hide fell from his 
hand. He called aloud to the dogs, and drove 
them this way and that with a shower of stones, and 
spoke to his master, and said : 

“Old man, verily the dogs were like to have torn 
_ thee to pieces all of a sudden, and on me thou 
wouldest have shed reproach. Aye, and the gods 
have given me other griefs and sorrows. It is fora 
godlike master that I mourn and grieve, as I abide 
here, and rear fat swine for other men to eat, while 
he haply in want of food wanders over the land and 
city of men of strange speech, if indeed he still lives 
and sees the light of the sun. But come with me, 
let us go to the hut, old man, that when thou hast 
satisfied thy heart with food and wine, thou too 
mayest tell whence thou art, and all the woes thou 
has endured.’ 

So saying, the goodly swineherd led him to the 
hut, and brought him in, and made him sit, strowing 
beneath thick brushwood, and thereon spreading the 
skin of a shaggy wild goat, large and hairy, on which 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 51=76 


he was ‘himself wont to sleep. And Odysseus was 
glad that he gave him such welcome, and spoke, and 
addressed him : 

“Stranger, may Zeus mall the other immortal hie 
grant thee what most thou desirest, since thou with 
a ready heart hast given me welcome.” 

To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 


_ answer, and say : “ Nay, stranger, it were not right for 


me, even though one meaner than thou were to come, 
to slight a stranger : for from Zeus are all strangers and 
beggars, and a gift, though small, is welcome from such 
as we ; since thisis the lot of slaves, ever in fear when 
over them as lords their masters hold sway—young 
masters such asours. For verily the gods have stayed | 
the return of him who would have loved me with all 
kindness, and would have given me possessions of my 


3 own, a house and a bit of land, and a wife, sought of 


many wooers, even such things as a kindly master 
gives to his thrall who has toiled much for him, and 
whose labour the god makes to prosper, even as this 
work of mine prospers, to which I give heed, There- 
fore would my master have richly rewarded me, if he 


had grown old here at home: but he per ished—as I 


SS 


would all the kindred of Helen had perished in. 


utter ruin, since she loosened the knees of many 
Re ae | e 


warriors. For he too went forth to win recompense 
for Agamemnon to Ilios, famed for its horses, that 
he might fight with the Trojans.” 

So saying, he quickly bound up his tunic with his 
belt, and went to the sties, where the tribes of swine 


_ were penned. Choosing two from thence, he brought 


them in and slew them both, and singed, and cut 
them up, and spitted them. Then, when he had 
roasted all, he brought and set it before Odysseus, 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 77-105 


hot upon the spits, and sprinkled over it white 


barley meal. Then ina bowl of ivy wood he mixed 


honey-sweet wine, and himself sat down over against 


_ Odysseus, and bade him to his food, and said: 


«Hat now, stranger, such food as slaves have to 


offer, meat of young pigs; the fatted hogs the wooers 


eat, who reck not in their hearts of the wrath of the 


gods, nor have any pity. Verily the blessed gods 


- love not reckless deeds, but they honour justice and 


the righteous deeds of men. Even cruel foemen 
that set foot on the land of others, and Zeus gives 
them booty, and they fill their ships and depart for 


_-home—even on the hearts of these falls great fear of 


the wrath of the gods. But these men here, look 
you, know somewhat, and have heard some voice of 


a god regarding my master’s pitiful death, seeing 


that they will not woo righteously, nor go back to 
their own, but at their ease they waste our sub- 


stance in insolent wise, and there is no sparing. For 
every day and night that comes from Zeus they 


' sacrifice not one victim nor two alone, and they draw 


forth wine, and waste it in insolent wise. Verily his 


_ substance was great past telling, so much has no lord 


either on the dark mainland or in Ithaca itself; nay, 


not twenty men together have wealth so great. Lo, 


I will tell thee the tale thereof; twelve herds of kine 


_has he on the mainland ; as many flocks of sheep; as 
_ many droves of swine; as many roving herds of goats 


_ do herdsmen, both foreigners and of his own people, 
_ pasture. And here too graze roving herds of goats 
_ on the borders of the island, eleven in all, and over 
them trusty men keep watch. And each man of 


* 


=A 
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_ these ever drives up day by day one of his flock for 
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e wooers, even that one of the fatted goats which 
seems to him the best. But as for me, I guard and 
keep these swine, and choose out with care and send 
em the best of the boars.” 

So he spoke, but Odysseus eagerly! ate flesh and 
drank wine, greedily, in silence, and was sowing the 
seeds of evil for the wooers. But when he had 
dined, and satisfied his soul with food, then the 
swineherd filled the bow] from which he was himself 
wont to drink, and gave it him brim full of wine, and 
he took it, and was glad at heart; and he spoke, and 
addressed: him with winged. words : 

“Friend, who was it who bought thee en his 
wealth, a man so very rich and mighty, as thou 
Sissi? Thou saidest that he died to win recom- 
pense for Agamemnon; tell me, if haply I may know 
him, being such an one. For Zeus, I ween, and the 
other immortal gods know whether I have seen him, 
and could bring tidings; for I have wandered far.” 

_ Then the swineherd, a leader of men, answered 
him: “ Old man, no wanderer that came and brought 
tidings of him could persuade his wife and his dear 
son; nay, at random, when they have need of enter- 
tainment, do vagabonds lie, and are not minded to 
speak the truth. Whosoever.in his wanderings comes 
to the land of Ithaca, goes to my mistress and tells 
a deceitful tale. ond she, receiving him kindly, 
gives him entertainment, and questions him of all 
things, and the tears fall from her eyelids, while she 
"weeps, as is the way of a woman, when her husband 
dies afar. And readily wouldest thou too, old man, 
' fashion a story, if one would give thee a cloak and a 


D aBoxigs appears everywhere else to bear the ineaning, 
_*‘ with kindness.” The etymology is uncertain. 
7 j * 
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1 Line 154 is omitted in most MSS. 
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tunic for raiment. But as for him, ere now dogs and 
swift birds are like to have torn the flesh from his 
_ bones, and his spirit has left him; or in the sea 
‘fishes have eaten him, and his bones lie there on 
| the shore, wrapped in deep sand. Thus has he 
perished yonder, and to his friends grief is appointed 
for days to come, to all, but most of all to me. For 
_ never again shall I find a master so kind, how far so- 
_ ever I go, not though I come again to the house of 
my father and mother, where at the first I was born, 
and they reared me themselves. Yet it is not for 
_ them that I henceforth mourn so much, eager though 
I am to behold them with my eyes and to be in my 
native land; nay, it is longing for Odysseus, who is 
gone, that seizes me. His name, stranger, absent 
_ though he is, I speak with awe, for greatly did he 
love me and care for me at heart; but I call him 
my lord beloved, for all he is not here.” 

Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus 
answered him: “Friend, since thou dost utterly 
make denial, and declarest that he will never come 
again, and thy heart is ever unbelieving, therefore 
_ will I tell thee, not at random but with an oath, 
_ that Odysseus shall return. And let me have a 
_ reward for bearing good tidings, as soon as he shall 
come, and reach his home; clothe me in a cloak 
and tunic, goodly raiment. But ere that, how sore 
soever my need, I will accept naught; for hateful in 
_ my eyes as the gates of Hades is that man, who, 
_ yielding to stress of poverty, tells a deceitful tale. 
_ Now be my witness Zeus, above all gods, and this 
_ hospitable board, and the hearth of noble Odysseus 
_ to which I am come, that verily all these things 

shall be brought to pass even as I tell thee. In 
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1 The whole passage 158-64 (158-62 = xix. 303-7) is treated — 
in widely different ways by different critics. Aristarchus — 
appears to have rejected 159 and 162-4, and in an important 
MS. (U,; Allen, M Ludwich) lines 160-4 are marked with the | 
asterisk. Lines 161-2 are out of harmony with the context 
here and seem clearly to_have been brought in from the 
parallel passage in Book XIX ; see Monro. 

2 Lines 174-84 appear to have been rejected by Aris- 

tarchus. Kumaeus could know nothing of the ambush. 
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the course of this_self-same day 1 Odysseus shall | 
- come hither, as the old moon wanes, and the new 
appears. He shall return, and take vengeance on 


all those who here dishonour his wife and his 


a glorious son.’ 


Pe is ‘pee 
en 


To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou 


_ make answer, and say: “Old man, neither shall I, 
meseems, pay thee this reward for bearing good tid- 


ings, nor shall Odysseus ever come to his home. 
Nay, drink in peace, and let us turn our thoughts 


to other things, and do not thou recall this to my 


mind ; for verily the heart in my breast is grieved_ 
whenever any one makes mention of my good 
master. But as for thy oath, we will let it be; yet 


- I would that Odysseus might come, even as I desire, 
_ 1, and Penelope, and the old man Laertes, and 
_ godlike Telemachus. But now it is for his son that 
I grieve unceasingly, even for Telemachus, whom 


: Odysseus begot. When the gods had made _him 





erow like a sapling, and I thought that he would be 
among men no whit worse than his dear father, 


glorious in form and comeliness, then some one of 
the immortals marred the wise spirit within him, or 


haply some man, and he went to sacred Pylos after 
tidings of his father. For him now the lordly 
wooers lie in wait on his homeward way, that the 
race of godlike Arceisius may perish out of Ithaca, 
and leave no name. But verily we will let him be; 
he may be taken, or he may escape, and the son of 
Cronos stretch forth his hand to guard him. But 
come, do thou, old man, tell me of thine own. 


1 In rendering AvedBayros by ‘‘ day,” instead of by ‘‘ year,” 
and in the interpretation of the whole eee I have 


~ followed Monro. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 186-214 


7 sorrows, and declare me this truly, that I may know 
- full well. Who art thou among men, and from 
_ whence? Where is thy city, and where thy parents? 
~ On what manner of ship didst thou come, and how 
/ did sailors bring thee to Ithaca? Who did they 
_ declare themselves to be? For nowise, methinks, 
' didst thou come hither on foot.”’ 
' Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
_ said: “Then verily I will frankly tell Hige all. 
' Would that now we two might have food and sweet 
_ wine for the while, to feast on in quiet here in thy 
hut, and that others might go about their work ; 
easily then might I tell on for a full year, and yet 
- in no wise finish the tale of the woes of my spirit— 
_ even all the toils that I have endured by the will 
_ of the gods. 

_ From broad Crete I declare that I am come by 
lineage, the son of a wealthy man. And many. 
_ other sons too were born and bred in his halls, true 
- sons of a lawful wife; but the mother that hone me 
was bought, a eoncitbine. Yet Castor, son of Hylax, 
_ of whom I declare that I am sprung, honoured me 

even as his true-born sons. He was at that time 
_ honoured as a god among the Cretans in the land 
for his good estate, and his wealth, and his glorious 
sons. But the fates of death bore him away to the 
_ house of Hades, and his proud sons divided among 
_ them his substance, and cast lots therefor. To me 
they gave a very small portion, and allotted a 
_ dwelling. But I took unto me a wife from a house 
that had wide possessions, winning het by my 
_ valour; for I was no weakling, nor a coward in 
fight. Now all that strength is gone; yet even so, 
_ in seeing the stubble, methinks thou mayest judge 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 215-243 


what the grain was; for verily troubles in full | 


measure encompass me. But then Ares and Athene 
gave me courage, and strength that breaks the ranks: 
of-men; and whenever I picked the: best warriors 


’ for an arabush sowing the seeds of evil for the foe, 


_ never did my proud spirit forbode death, but ever 
_ far the first did I leap forth, and slay with my spear 
_ whosoever of the foe gave way in flight before me.! 
_ Such a man was [| in war, but labour in the field was 
_ never to my liking, nor the care of a household, 
_ which rears goodly children, but oared ships were 
_ ever dear to me, and wars, and polished spears, and 
_ arrows,—grievous things, whereat others are wont 


to shudder. But those things, I ween, were dear to 
me, which a god put in my heart ; for different men 


_ take joy in different works. For before the sons of 
_ the Achaeans set foot on the land of Troy, I had 
_ nine times led warriors and swift-faring ships against 
_ foreign folk, and great spoil had ever fallen to my 
_hands. Of this I would choose what pleased my 
‘ _ mind, and much I afterwards obtained by lot. ‘Thus 








_ my house straightway grew rich, and thereafter I 
became one feared and honoured among the Cretans. 
“ But when Zeus, whose voice is borne afar, devised 


that hateful journey which loosened the knees of 
“many a warrior, then they bade me and glorious 


_Idomeneus to lead the ships to [lios, nor was there 
any way to refuse, for the voice of the people 
pressed hard upon us. There for nine years we sons 


_ of the Achaeans warred, and in the tenth we sacked 


_ the city of Priam, and set out for home in our ships, 


Band a god scattered the Achaeans. But for me, 
wretched man that I was, Zeus, the counsellor, 


? Or possibly, ‘‘ whoever was less fleet of foot than I.” 
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_ devised evil. For a month only I remained, taking 
im Joy in my children, my wedded wife, and my wealth; | 
and then to Egypt did my spirit bid me voyage with 

: my godlike comrades, when I had fitted out my 

_ ships with care. . Nine ships I fitted out, and the 

‘ host gathered speedily. Then for six days my 

_ trusty comrades feasted, and I gave them many 

' victims, that they might sacrifice to the gods, and 

_ prepare a feast for themselyes; and on the seventh 

_ we embarked and set sail from broad Crete, with the — 

j North Wind blowing fresh and fair, and ran on easily 

_ as if down stream. No harm came to any of my 

_ ships, but free from scathe and from disease we 

_ sat, and the wind and the helmsman guided the 

shi ps. 

4 : On the fifth day we came to fair-flowing Aegyptus, 

: and in the river Aegyptus I moored my curved © 

ships. Then verily I bade my trusty comrades to 

_remain there by the ships, and to guard the ships, 

and I sent out scouts to go to places of outlook. 

But my comrades, yielding to wantonness, and led 

on by their own might, straightway set about wast- 

ing the fair fields of the men of Egypt; and they 
carried off the women and little children, and slew 

‘the men; and the cry came quickly to the city. 

Then, hearing the shouting, the people came forth 

at break of day, and the whole plain was filled with 

a footmen, and chariots, and the flashing of bronze. 

a But Zeus .who hurls the thunderbolt cast. an’ evil 

: panic upon my comrades, and none had the courage 

_to hold his ground and face the foe; for evil sur- 

rounded us on every side. So then they slew many 

of us with the sharp bronze, and others they led up 
to their city alive, to work for them perforce. But 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 273-300 


n my heart Zeus himself put this thought—I would 
that I had rather died and met my fate there in 
Egypt, for still was sorrow to give me welcome. 
Straightway I put off from my head my well-wrought 
- helmet, and the shield from off my shoulders, and 
let the spear fall from my hand, and went toward 
the chariot horses of the king. I clasped, and 
kissed his knees, and he delivered me, and took 
pity on me, and, setting me in his chariot, took me 
weeping to his home. Verily full many rushed 
upon me with their ashen spears, eager to slay me, 
for they were exceeding angry. But he warded 
them off, and had regard for the wrath of Zeus, the 
stranger's god, who above all others hath indignation 
at evil deeds. 

_ There then I stayed seven years, and much 
wealth did I gather among the Egyptians, for all men 
gave me gifts. But when the eighth circling year 
was come, then there came a man of Phoenicia, well 

_ versed in guile, a greedy knave, who had already 
wrought much evil among men. He prevailed upon 
me by his cunning, and took me with him, until we 
reached Phoenicia, where lay his house and his 
possessions. There I remained with him for a full 
year. But when at length the months and the days 
were being brought to fulfilment, as the year rolled 
round and the seasons came on, he set me on a 
seafaring ship bound for Libya, having given lying 
counsel to the end that I should convey a cargo with 
him, but in truth that, when there, he might sell me 
and get a vast price. So I went with him on board the 
ship, suspecting his guile, yet perforce. And she ran 

_ before the North Wind, blowing fresh and fair, on a 

- mid-sea course to the windward of Crete, and Zeus 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 301-327 


devised destruction for the men. But when we had 
left Crete, and no other land appeared, but only sky 


and sea, then verily the son of Cronos set a black 


cloud above the hollow ship, and the sea grew dark 


‘beneath it. Therewith Zeus thundered, and hurled 


his bolt upon the ship, and she quivered from stem 
to stern, smitten by the bolt of Zeus, and was filled 
with sulphurous smoke, and all the crew fell from 
out the ship. Like sea-crows they were borne on 
the waves about the black ship, and the god took 
from them their returning. But as for me, Zeus 


himself when my heart was compassed. with woe, 
put into my hands the: tossing! mast of the dark- 


__ prowed ship, that I might again escape destruction. 
_ Around this I clung, and was borne by the direful 


winds. For nine days I was borne, but on the tenth 


black night the great rolling wave brought me to 


_ the land of the Thesprotians. There the king of 





_ the Thesprotians, lord Pheidon, took me in, and 
_ asked no ransom, for his dear son came upon me, 
_ overcome as I was with cold and weariness, and 
_ raised me by the hand, and led me until he came to 
_ his father’s palace; and he clothed me in a cloak 
and tunic, as raiment. 


“There I learned of Odysseus, for the king said 


- that he had entertained him, and given him welcome 


on his way to his native land. And he showed me 


_ all the treasure that Odysseus had gathered, bronze, 
_ and gold, and iron, wrought with toil; verily unto the 
_ tenth generation would it feed his children after him, 
_ so great was the wealth that lay stored for him in 
_ the halls of the king. But Odysseus, he said, had 


1 Lit. ‘“‘raging.” Others render ‘“‘huge,” “of great 


length.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 323-354 


gone to Dodona, to hear the will of Zeus from the 
high-crested oak of the god, even how he might re- 
turn to the rich land of Ithaca after so long an absence, 
whether openly or in secret. And moreover he swore 
in my own presence, as he poured libations in his 
house, that the ship was launched, and the men ready, 
who were to convey him to his dear native land. But 
me he sent forth first, for a ship of the Thesprotians 
chanced to be setting out for Dulichium, rich in wheat. 
Thither he bade them to convey me with kindly care, 
to king Acastus. But an evil counsel regarding me 
found favour in their hearts, that I might even yet 
be brought into utter misery. When the sea-faring 
ship had sailed far from the land, they presently 
sought to bring about for me the day of slavery. 
They stripped me of my garments, my cloak and 
tunic, and clothed me in other raiment, a vile ragged 
cloak and tunic, even the tattered garments which 
thou seest hefore thine eyes; and at evening they 
reached the tilled fields of clear-seen Ithaca. Then 
with a twisted rope they bound me fast in the 


benched ship, and themselves went ashore, and 


made haste to take their supper by the shore of 
the sea. But as for me, the gods themselves undid 
my bonds full easily, and, wrapping the tattered 
cloak about my head, I slid down the smooth 
lading-plank,! and brought my breast to the sea, 
and then struck out with both hands, and swam, 
and very soon was out of the water, and away from 


them. Then I went up to a place where there 


was a thicket of leafy wood, and lay there crouch- 


ing. And they went hither and thither with loud 


1 So Monro. The word is a doubtful one. Others, follow- 
ing Kystathius, render ‘‘ steering-oar.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 355-382 


- cries; but as there seemed to be no profit in going 
» further in their search, they went back again -on 
_ board their hollow ship. And the gods themselves 
hid me easily, and led me, and brought me to the 
farmstead of a wise man; for still haply it is my lot 
ne live.” ? 
To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
answer, and say: *‘ Ah, wretched stranger, verily thou 
hast stirred my heart deeply in telling all the tale of 
_ thy sufferings and:thy wanderings. But in this, me- 
_ thinks, thou hast not spoken aright, nor shalt thou 
persuade me with thy tale about Odysseus. Why 
shouldst thou, who art in such plight, lie to no pur- 
pose? Nay, of myself I know well regarding the re- 
_ turn of my master, that he was utterly hated of all 
_ the gods, in that they did not slay him among the 
Trojans, or in the arms of his friends, when he had 
- wound up the skein of war. Then would the whole 
' host of the Achaeans have made him a tomb, and for 
his son too he would have won great glory in days to 
' come. But as itis the spirits of the storm have swept 
_ him away, and left no tidings. I, for my part, dwell 
-aloof w:th the swine, nor do I go to the city, unless 
haply wise Penelope bids me thither, when tidings 
come to her from anywhere. Then men sit around 
him that comes, and question him closely, both those 
that grieve for their lord, that has long been gone, 
and those who rejoice, as they devour his substance 
without atonement. But I care not to ask or enquire, 
since the time when an Aetolian beguiled me with 
his story, one that had killed a man, and after wander- 
ing over the wide earth came to my house, and I 
gave him kindly welcome. He said that he had 
seen Odysseus among the Cretans at the house of 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 383-413 


Idomeneus, mending his ships which storms had shat- 
tered. And he said that he would come either by 


summer or by harvest-time, bringing much treasure 


along with his godlike comrades. Thou too, old man 
of many sorrows, since a god has brought thee to me, 
seek not to win my favour by lies, nor in any wise to 
eajole me. It is not for this that I shall shew 
thee respect or kindness, but from fear of Zeus, the 
stranger's god, and from pity for thyself.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said : “ Verily thou hast in thy bosom a heart that is 
slow to believe, seeing that in such wise, even with. 
an oath, I won thee not, neither persuade thee. But 
eome now, let us make a covenant, and the gods who 
hold Olympus shall be witnesses for us both in time to 
come. If thy master returns to this house, clothe me 
in a cloak and tunic, as raiment, and send me on my 
way to Dulichium, where I desire to be. But if thy 
master does not come as I say, set the slaves upon me, 
and fling me down from a great cliff, that another 


beggar may beware of_deceiving.”’ 


And the goodly swineherd answered him, and said : 


_ “ Aye, stranger, so should I indeed win fair fame 


and prosperity among men both now and hereafter, 
if I, who brought thee to my hut and gave thee 
entertainment, should then slay thee, and take away 
thy dear life. With a ready heart thereafter should 
I pray to Zeus, son of Cronos. But it is now time 
for supper, and may my comrades soon be here, that 
we may make ready a savoury supper in the hut.” 
Thus they spoke to one another, and the swine 


and the swineherds drew near. The sows they shut 


up to sleep in their wonted sties, and a wondrous 
noise arose from them, as they were penned. Then 
the goodly swineherd called to his comrades saying : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 414-441 


«Bring forth the best of the boars, that I may 
slaughter him for the stranger who comes from afar, 


and we too shall have some profit therefrom, whe 


have long borne toil and suffering for the sake of the 
Pite-tusked swine, while ethers devour our labour 
without atonement.” 

So saying, he split wood with the pitiless bronze, 


and the others brought in a fatted boar of five years 





_ good portion, albeit I am in such plight.” 


old, and set him by the hearth. Nor did the swine- 
herd forget the immortals, for he had an understand- 
ing heart, but as a first offering he cast into the fire 
bristles from the head of the white-tusked boar, and 
made prayer to all the gods that wise Odysseus 
might return to his own. house. ‘Then he raised 
himself up, and smote the boar with a billet of oak, 
which he had left when_splitting the wood, and the 
boar’s life left him. And the others cut the boar’s 
throat, and singed him, and quickly cut_him up, and 
the swineherd took as first offerings bits of raw flesh 
from all the limbs, and laid them in the rich fat. 


_ These he cast into the fire, when he had sprinkled 
_ them with barley meal, but the rest they cut up and 
_ spitted, and roasted it carefully, and drew it all oft 
_ the spits, and cast it ina heap on platters. Then the 
_ swineherd stood up to carve, for well did his heart 
- know what was fair, and he cut up the mess and 
_ divided it into seven portions. One with a prayer he 
_ set aside for the nymphs and for Hermes, son of Maia, 
_ and the rest he distributed to each. And Odysseus 


he honoured with the long chine of the white-tusked 
boar, and made glad the heart of his master; and 


_ Odysseus of many wiles spoke to him, and said : 


‘‘Rumaeus, mayest thou be as dear to father Zeus 
as thou art to me, since thou honourest me with a 


05 
VOL. I, F 


— 


rr 
\ 


' 2 c/ 9 n 
\ HrE0s, OS T efénxe TOAVPPOVA TEP Mar aéEloaL 


> 


— 


HOMER 





Tov 0 atrapetBopevos tpocédns, Kipave cvBOTa: 
co U4 / \ J a 5 
Kote, datpovie Eciv@v, Kal Téptreo TOL Oe, 





ola mapeote Beds dé TO pev S@aEL, TOO edcet, 


4 t ple A Ww / \ vA 39 
OTTL KEV ® ee éOérXn OvvaTaL yap eiraime 





°H pa Kat Be Bice Oeois ateiyevétyat, 


oteicas & aldora oivov Oduc ani CB ca 
év yxelpecow EOnxev: o eto 7 Tapa moipn. 

a Zt: / 
citov 6€ od éverme Mecavros, dv pa cvBa@Tys 

5 | / 4 
AVTOS KTNTATO OLOS ATTOLYOMEVOLO AVAKTOS, 450 

, , \ / , 3. 

voodw deatroivns kat Aaéptao yépovTos: a 
A 5. 97 I / 4 / ¢ on mm | 
Tap 6 apa wy Tadiwy mpiato KTeadTecow éolow. 
rete ae Ieeewee > amneD) /, 2-3 a / an / 
ol O ém ovetad’ eToima TpoKeipmeva YyeEtpas tadXov. 
BUN cerhys. 115 la i199 / do 9» of 
avTap é7ret Toatos Kal ednTVOS €& Epov évTO, 
otTov ae opi apetrke Meoavr1os, ot 6 eri Kottov 45 
GiTOU Kal KpeLov cemopnMeuat éo a evoVvTO. S| 
y 9 | 
Nvé & ap Cie: KAKY) 740; ome te 6 apa Leds 
Tavvuxos, avtap an Lédupos péyas atev y Epvdpos. 
A > f \ V4 / Ves Es 
Tois 6 ‘Oducevs petéertre, cUB@TEW TELpNTiCor, 

3 / cate \ a / ov a My j 
el TAS ob ExOUS XYAQLVaY Topol, H TW ETALP@Y 4t 
y b) / Pat ae / / 
aNXoV eTTOTPUVELEV, ETTEL EO KHOETO ALNV: 

f A x a 
““Keéxrude viv, Kvpare kal adXou Waves Etalpot, 
/ ; 
evEdmevos TL ETr0S Epéw OlvOS yap avwyeL 


away \ f fas nA ’ 
Kat 0 atradov yeddoal, Kal T Opxnoaclat avhKe, 4€ 
/ fa ; 
Kal TL TOS TPOENKEY O TEP’ T APPNTOV apmewvov. 
b] hii) \ S \ A 2 et b] 9 , 
QNX €TEL OVY TO TPWTOY AVEKPAYOV, OVK ETTLKEVTW. 
I A [¢ / ? / BA 4 
el” @>s nBw@ouus Bin Té woe Ewrredos etn, 
66 


re PS eee 


THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 442-468 


To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 


_ answer, and say: “ Kat, unhappy stranger, and have 


joy of such fare as is here. It is the god that will 
give one thing and withhold another, even as seems 
good to his heart; for he can do all things.” 

He spoke, and sacrificed the firstling pieces to the 
gods that are for ever, and, when he had made liba- 
tions of the flaming wine, he placed the cup in the 
hands of Odysseus, the eee of cities, and took his 
seat by his own portion. And bread was served to 
them by Mesaulius, whom the swineherd had gotten 


q by himself alone, while his master was gone, without 


a a 


the knowledge of his mistress or the old Laertes, 
buying him of the Taphians with his own goods. So 
they put forth their hands to the good cheer lying 
ready before them. But when they had put from 
them the desire of food and drink, Mesaulius took 
away the food, and they were fain to go to their 


rest, sated with bread and meat. 


Now the night came on, foul and without a moon, 
and Zeus rained the whole night through, and the 
West Wind, ever the rainy wind, blew strong. Then 
Odysseus spoke among them, makin ng trial of the 
swineherd, to see whether he would strip off his own 
cloak and give it him, or bid some other of his com- 
rades to do so, since he cared for him so greatly: 

“ Hear me now, Eumaeus, and all the rest of you, 
his men, with a wish in my heart will I tell a tale; 
for the wine bids me, befooling wine, which sets one, 
even though he be right wise, to singing and laugh- 
ing softly, and makes him stand up and dance, aye, 
and brings forth a word which were better unspoken. 
Still, since I have once spoken out, I will hide nothing. 
Would that I were young and my strength firm as 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 469-496 


when we made ready our ambush, and led it beneath 
the walls of Troy. The leaders were Odysseus and 
Menelaus, son of Atreus, and with them I was third 
in command ; for so had they ordered it themselves. 
Now when we had come to the city and the steep 
wall, round about the town in the thick brushwood | 
among the reeds and swamp-land we lay, crouching 
beneath our arms, and night came on, foul, when the 
North Wind had fallen, and frosty, and snow came ; 
down on us from above, covering us like rime, bitter 
cold, and ice formed upon our shields. Now all the 


rest and cloaks and tunics, and slept in peace, with 


their shields covering their shoulders, but I, when I 
set out, had left my cloak behind with my comrades 


in my folly, for I did not think that even so I should 


be cold, and had come with my shield alone and my 
bright kilt.1. But when it was the third watch of 
the night, and the stars had turned their course, 
then I spoke to Odysseus, who was near me, nudging 


_ him with my elbow; and he straightway gave ear: 


“©<¢Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, lo now, no longer shall I be among 
the living. Nay, the Cold is killing me, for I have 
no cloak. Some god _beguiled me to wear my tunic 
only, and now there is no more escape.’ 

«So I spoke, and he then devised this plan in his 
heart, such a man was he both to plan and to fight ; 
and speaking in a low voice he said to me: ‘Be 
silent now, lest another of the Achaeans hear thee.’ 

“ With this he raised his head upon his elbow, and 
spoke, saying: ‘ Hear me, friends; a dream from the 
gods came to me in my sleep. Lo, we have come 
very far from the ships, and I would that there were 


1 Others regard the word (aya as here equivalent to x:Tér. 
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1 Lines 503-6 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
® Lines 515-7 are omitted in many MSS. 


Pe 


ae 


THE ODYSSEY, XIV. 497-525 


one to bear word to Agamemnon, son of Atreus, 
shepherd of the. host, in the hope that he might bid 
more men to come from the ships.’ 

«So he spoke, and Thoas, son of Andraemon, 
sprang up quickly, and from him flung his purple. 
cloak, and set out to run to the ships. Then in his 
garment I gladly lay, and golden-throned Dawn ap- 
peared. Would that I were young as then, and my 
strength as firm; then would one of the swineherds 


in the farmstead give me a cloak both from kindness 
and from respect for a brave warrior. But as it is 





they scorn me, since I have foul raiment about me.”’ 
~ To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
answer, and say: “ Old man, the tale thou hast told 
is a good one, nor hast thou thus far spoken aught 
amiss or unprofitably. Wherefore thou shalt lack 
neither clothing nor aught else that a sore-tried 
suppliant should receive, when he meets one—for 
this night at least; but in the morning thou shalt 
shake about thee those rags of thine. For not many 


cloaks are here or changes of tunics to put on, but 


each man has one alone. But when the dear son of 
Odysseus comes, he will himself give thee a cloak 
and a tunic as raiment, and will send thee whither- 
soever thy heart and spirit bid thee go.” | 

So saying, he sprang up and placed a bed for 
Odysseus near the fire, and cast upon it skins of 
sheep and goats. There Odysseus lay down, and 
the swineherd threw over him a great thick cloak, 
which he kept at hand for a change of clothing 
whenever a terrible storm should arise. 

So there Odysseus slept, and beside him slept the 
young men. But the swineherd liked not a bed in 
that place, that he should lay him down away from 
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_the boars; so he made ready to go outside. And 
Odysseus was glad that he took such care of his 
~ master’s substance while he was afar. First Kumaeus 
_ flung his sharp sword over his strong shoulders, and ~ 
then put about him a cloak, very thick, to keep off 
the wind; and he picked up the fleece of a large, 
well-fatted goat, took a sharp javelin to ward off dogs 
_ and men, and went forth to lie down to sleep where 
the white-tusked boars slept beneath a hollow rock, 
in a place sheltered from the North Wind. 
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1 Line 19 was rejected by Aristarchus, 


74 ; 


| ES a 


BOOK. XV 


But Pallas Athene went to spacious Lacedaemon 
to remind the glorious son of great-hearted Odysseus 
of his return, and to hasten his coming. She found 

~Telemachus and the noble son of Nestor lying in 
‘the fore-hall of the palace of glorious Menelaus. 

Now Nestor’s son was overcome with soft sleep, but 
sweet sleep did not hold Telemachus, but all through 
the immortal night anxious thoughts for his father 
kept him wakeful. And flashing-eyed Athene stood 
near him, and said: 

en be his, thou dost not well to wander longer 
far from thy home, leaving behind thee thy wealth 
and men in thy house so insolent, lest they divide 

and devour all thy possessions, and thou shalt have 
gone on a fruitless. journey. Nay, rouse with all 
speed Menelaus, good at the war-cry, to send thee 
‘on thy way, that thou mayest find thy noble mother 
‘still in her home. For now her father and her 
brothers bid her wed Eurymachus, for he surpasses 
all the wooers in his presents, and has increased his 
gifts of wooing. Beware lest she carry forth from 
thy halls some treasure against thy will. For thou 
_knowest what sort of a spirit there is in a woman’s 
_ breast ; ; she is fain to increase the house of the man 
: _who weds her, but of her former children and of the 
lord of of her youth she takes no thought, when once he 
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is dead, and asks no longer concerning them. Nay, 


gO, and thyself put all thy possessions in the_charge — 


of whatsoever one of the handmaids seems to thee 
the best, until the gods shall show thee a noble bride. 
And another thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it 
to heart. The best men of the wooers lie in wait for 
thee of set_purpose in the strait between Ithaca and 
rugged Samos, eager to slay thee before thou comest 
to thy native land. But methinks this shall not be; 
ere that shall the earth cover many a one of the 
wooers that devour thy substance. But do thou keep 
thy well-built ship far from the islands, and sail by 
night as well as by day, and that one of the im- 
mortals, who keeps and guards thee, will send a fair 
breeze in thy wake. But when thou hast reached 
the nearest shore of Ithaca, send thy ship and all 
thy comrades on to the city, but thyself go first of 
all to the swineherd who keeps thy swine, and withal 
has 2 kindly heart toward thee. There do thou spend 
the night, and bid him to go to the city to bear word 
‘to wise Penelope that she has thee safe, and thou art 
come from Pylos.” 

_ So saying, she departed to high Olympus. But 
‘Telemachus woke the son of Nestor out .of sweet 
‘sleep, rousing him with a touch of his heel, and 
spoke to him, saying: 

“ Awake, Peisistratus, son of Nestor; bring up thy 
fiery-hoofed ! horses, and yoke them beneath the car, 
‘that we may speed on our way.’ 

_ Then Peisistratus, son of Nestor, answered, and 
said : ‘“‘ Telemachus, in no wise may we drive through 

1 The word is obscure but is now generally connected with 
_the root ya, “‘ be eager.” The old etymology (udvos + dvvé) 


is untenable, but the meaning ‘‘solid-hoofed ” is still pre- 
ferred by some. 
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1 Line 63 is omitted in many MSS. 
2 Line 74 was omitted in many ancient editions. 
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the dark night, how eager soever for our journey ;. 
nd soonit will be dawn. Wait then, until the warrior 
son of Atreus, Menelaus, famed for his spear, shall 
bring gifts and set_them on the car, and shall send 
| us on our way with kindly words of farewell. Fora 
| | guest remembers all his days the host who shews 
him kindness.”’ 
So he spoke, and presently came golden-throned 
awn. Up to them then came Menelaus, good at 
| the war-cry, rising from his couch from beside fair- 
| tressed Helen. And when the prince, the dear son 
of Odysseus, saw him, he made haste to put about 
him his bright tunic, and to ‘to Hing over his mighty 
shoulders a great cloak, and went forth. - Then Tele- 
machus, the dear son of divine Odysseus, came up to 
claus, and addressed him, saying: , 
_ * Menelaus, son of Atreus, bee of Zeus, leader © 
| of hosts, send me back now at length to my dear native 
land, for now my heart is eager to return home.”’ 
4 gee Menelaus, good at the war-cry, answered 
him : “ Telemachus, I verily shall not hold thee here 
2 long time, when thou art eager to return. Nay, I 
should blame another, who, as host, loves overmuch 
_ or hates overmuch ; ether | is ane measure in all things. 
| °Tis equal wrong if a man speed on a guest who is 
loath to go, and if he keep back one that is eager to 
be gone. One should make welcome the present 
guest, and send forth him that would go. But stay, 
fe till I bring fair gifts and put them on thy car, and © 
‘thine own eyes behold them, and till I bid the women 
“make ready a meal in the halls of the abundant store — 
_that is within. It is a double boon—honour and 
| glory it brings, and profit withal—that the traveller 
| should dine before he goes forth over the wide and 
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1 Lines 78-85 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 80-107 


boundless earth. And if thou art fain to journey 
through Hellas and mid-Argos, be it so, to the end 
| that I may myself go with thee, and I will yoke for 
| thee horses, and lead thee to the cities of men. Nor 
| will any one send us away empty-handed, but will 
| give us some one thing at least to bear with us, a 
_ fair brazen tripod or cauldron, or a pair of mules, 


| or a golden cup.” 
| Then wise falehadius answered him: “ Menelaus, 


| son of Atreus, fostered of Zeus, leader of hosts, 
| rather would I go at once to my home, for when I 
| departed I left behind me no one to watch over my 
} possessions. I would not that in seeking for my god- . 
like father I myself should perish, or some goodly 
| treasure be lost from my halls.”’ 
B Now when Menelaus, good at the war-cry, heard 
this, he straightway .bade his wife and her handmaids 
“make ready a meal in the halls of the abundant 
“store that was within. Up to him then came Eteo- 
neus, son of Boethoiis, just risen from his bed, for he 
|| dwelt not far from him. Him Menelaus, good at the 
_ war-cry, bade kindle a fire and roast of the flesh; 
nd he heard, and obeyed. And Menelaus himself 
‘went down to his vaulted! treasure-chamber, not 
alone, for with him went Helen and Megapenthes. 
But when they came to the place where his treasures 
were stored, the son of Atreus took a two-handled 
cup, and bade his son Megapenthes bear a mixing 
} bowl of silver. And Helen came up to the chests in 
| which were her richly-broidered robes, that she her- 
} self had wrought. One of these Helen, the beauti- 
| ful lady, lifted out and bore away, the one that was 





a Possibly ‘‘ fragrant.” 
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fairest in its broideries, and the amplest. It shone 
_ like a star, and lay beneath all the rest. Then they 
went forth through the house until they came to 
_ Telemachus; and fair-haired Menelaus spoke to him, 


Be and said: 


“Telemachus, may Zeus, the loud-thundering lord 


| of Here, verily bring to pass for thee thy return, even 


| _as thy heart desires. And of all the gifts that lie 
| stored as treasures in my house, I will give thee that 
| one which is fairest and costliest. I will give thee a 


| well-wrought mixing-bowl. It is all of silver, and 


_ with gold are the rims thereof gilded, the work of 


| Hephaestus; and the warrior Phaedimus, king of 





the Sidonians, gave it me, when his house sheltered 
_ me as I came thither; and now I am minded to give 
it to thee.” 7 

So saying, the warrior, son of Atreus, placed the 
two-handled cup in his hands. And the strong Mega- 
_ penthes brought the bright mixing-bowl of silver and 
set it before him, and fair-cheeked Helen came up 


i with the robe in aS hands, and spoke, and addressed | 


| him: 
_ Lo, I too give thee this gift, dear child, a remem- 
| brance of the hands of Helen, against the day of thy 


| Bionscd. for marriage, for thy ‘pride to wear it. But 


| until then let it lie in thy halls in the keeping of thy 
) dear mother. And for thyself I wish that with joy 


| thou mayest reach thy well- built house and thy native 


1) land.” 
_ So saying, she Diced it in his hands, and he took 
} it gladly. And the prince Peisistratus took the gifts, 


} and laid them in the box of the chariot, and gazed 


| at them all wondering in his heart. Then fair-haired 
| Menelaus led them to the house, and the two sat down 
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on chairs and beak seats. And a handmaid brought 
water for the hands in a fair pitcher of gold, and 
| oa it over a silver basin for them to wash, and 
beside them drew up a polished table. And the grave | 
_ housewife brought and set before them bread, and 
_ therewith meats in abundance, granting freely of her 
| % store. And hard by the son of Boethoiis carved the 
| meat, and divided the portions, and the son of 
~ glorious Menelaus poured the wine. So they put 
| forth their hands to the good cheer lying ready be- 
- fore them. But when they had put from them the 
| desire of food and drink, then Telemachus and the 
| glorious son of Nestor yoked the horses and mounted 
| the inlaid car, and drove forth from the gateway and 
_ the echoing portico. After them went the son of 
Atreus, fair-haired Menelaus, bearing in his right 
| hand honey-hearted wine in a cup of gold, that they 
i _ might pour libations ere they set out. And he took 
his stand before the horses, and pledged the youths, 
| and said: 
| _ “Fare ye well, young men, and bear greeting to 
| Nestor, shepherd of the host, for verily he was kind 
mas & isihios to me, while we sons of the Achaeans 
| warred in the land of Troy.” | 
| Then wise Telemachus answered him : “Aye, verily, 
_ king, fostered of Zeus, to him will we tell all this 
| on our coming, as thou dost bid. And I would that, 
j when I return to Ithaca, I might as surely find 
i | Odysseus in his house, to tell him.how I met with 
every kindness at thy hands, ere I departed and 
| bring with me treasures many and goodly.” 
Even as he spoke a bird flew by on the right, an 
| eagle, bearing in his talons a great, white goose, a 


; 
| 
: 
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| 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 162-188 


} tame fowl from the yard, and men and women 
| followed shouting. But the eagle drew near to them, 

| and darted off to the right in front of the horses ;. 
} and they were glad as they saw it, and the hearts in 
} the breasts of all were cheered. And among them 
| Peisistratus, son of Nestor, was first to speak : 

i Consider, Menelaus, fostered of Zeus, leader of 
) hosts, whether it was for us two that the god showed 
| this sign, or for thyself.” 

| _ Sohe spoke, and Menelaus, dear to Ares, pondered 
{| how he might with understanding interpret the sign 
} aright. But long-robed Helen took the word from 
a Sia, and said : 

“ Hear me, and I will prophesy as the immortals 
| putit into my heart, and as I think it will be brought 
| to pass. Even as this eagle came from the mountain, 
| where are his kin, and where he was born, and 
/ snatched up the goose that was bred in the house, 
i) even so shall Odysseus return to his home after 
|} many toils and many wanderings, and shall take 
|| vengeance; or even now he is at home, and is 
| sowing the seeds of evil for all the wooers.” 

} ‘Then again wise Telemachus answered her: “So 
ie may Zeus grant, the loud-thundering lord of Here; 3 
_ then will I even there ever pray to thee, as to a god.”’ 

| He spoke, and touched the two neces with the 
lash, and they sped swiftly toward the plain, coursing 
| eagerly through the city. So all day long they 
| shook the yoke they bore about their necks. And 
| the sun set, and all the ways grew dark. And they 
| came to Pherae, to the house of Diocles, son of 
| Ortilochus, whom Alpheus begot. There they spent 
| the night, and before them he set the entertainment 
| due to strangers, 
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ie As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
} they yoked the horses, and mounted the inlaid car, 
| and drove forth from the gateway and the echoing 
| portico. Then Peisistratus touched the horses with 
| the whip to start them, and nothing loath the pair 
|. sped onward, and soon ‘thereafter they reached the 
steep citadel of Pylos. Then Telemachus spoke to 
the son of Nestor, saying: | 
a «Son of Nestor, wilt thou now make me a promise, 
| and fulfil it,as I bid? Friends from of old we call 
| ourselves by reason of our fathers’ friendship, and we 
are moreover of the same age,,and this journey shall 
yet more stablish us in oneness of heart. Lead me 
not past my ship, O thou fostered of Zeus, but leave 
| me there, lest that old man keep me in his house 
_ against my will, fain to? show me kindness, whereas 
I must needs hasten home.” 
p So he spoke, and the son of Nestor took counsel 
|_ with his heart, how he might duly give the promise 
_ and fulfilit. And, as he pondered, this seemed to him 
| the better course. He turned his horses to the swift 
| ship and the shore of the sea, and took out, and 
_ set in the stern of the ship the beautiful gifts, the 
| raiment and gold, which Menelaus gave him. And- 
_ he urged on Telemachus, and addressed him with 
| winged words: 
_ “Make haste now to go on board, and bid all thy 
_ comrades to do likewise, before I reach home and 
bring the old man word. For well I know this in 
| mind and heart, so masterful is his spirit he will not 
| let thee go, but will himself come hither to bid thee 
| to his house; and, I tell thee, he will not go back 
| without thee; for very wroth will he be, despite of 
& all.” 
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1 Neleus, son of Poseidon, had a daughter, Pero, fair above 
all women. He declared that he would give her in marriage 
to no one but to him who should bring from Phylace the kine 
of Iphiclus. Melampus undertook the task on behalf of his 
brother, Bias, but was captured and imprisoned for a year by 
Iphiclus. During this time Neleus seized and held the goods -— 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 215-237 





| So*saying, he drove his horses with beautiful 
i= mane back to the city of the Pylians, and speedily 
| reached the palace. And Telemachus called to his 
men, and gave command to them, saying: 

‘Set all the gear in order, men, in the black ship, 
- and let us go on board ourselves, that we py speed 
- on our way. 

So he spoke, and they readily hearkened and 
obeyed; and at once they went on board, and sat 
down upon the benches. 

He verily was busied thus, and was praying and 
offering sacrifice to Athene by the stern of the ship, 
when there drew nigh to him a man from a far land, 
one that was fleeing out of Argos because he had 
slain a man; and he was a seer. By lineage he 
was sprung from Melampus, who of old dwelt in 
‘Pylos, mother of flocks, a rich man and one that had 
a very wealthy house among the Pylians, but had 
| __ afterward come to a land of strangers, fleeing from 
| his country and from great-hearted Neleus, the lord- 
__ liest of living men, who for a full year had kept much 
wealth from him by force. Now Melampus mean- 
while lay bound with bitter bonds in the halls of 
Phylacus, suffering grievous pains because of the 
getiaet of Neleus, and the terrible blindness of 
heart which the goddess, the Erinys, who brings 
houses to_ruin,? had laid upon him. Howbeit he 
escaped his fate, and drove off the deep-lowing kine 
from Phylace to Pylos, and avenged the cruel deed 
upon godlike Neleus, and brought the maiden 





of Melampus. The latter, however, won his freedom through 
his skill as a diviner, and drove off the kine to Pylos. He 
then avenged himself on Neleus, and gave Pero to be the 
bride of Bias. See xi, 287-97. 

2 Others render ‘‘ who smites heavily.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 238-265 


home to be his own brother’s wife. For himself, he 
went to the land of other men, to horse-pasturing 


Argos, for there it was appointed him to dwell, bear- 
ing sway over many Argives. There he wedded a 
wife and built him a high-roofed house, and begot 
Antiphates and Mantius, two stalwart sons. Now 
Antiphates begot great-hearted Oicles, and Oicles _ 
Amphiaraus, the rouser_ of the host, whom Z Zeus, who 
bears the aegis, “and | ‘Apollo heartily loved with all 
manner of love. Yet he did not reach the threshold 
of old age, but died in Thebe, because of a woman's 
gifts. To him were born sons, Alemaeon and Amphi- 
lochus. And Mantius on his part begot Polypheides 


and Cleitus:) Now Cleitus golden-throned Dawn 


snatched away by reason of his beauty, that he 
might dwell with the immortals; but of Poly- 
pheides, high of heart, Apollo made a seer, far the 
best of mortals, after that Amphiaraus was dead. 


| He removed to Hyperesia, having waxed wroth with 
| his father, and there he dwelt and prophesied to 


all men. 

His son it was, Theoclymenus by name, who now 
eame and stood by Telemachus; and he found him 
pouring libations and praying by his swift, black 
ship, and he spoke, and addressed him with winged 
words : 

“Friend, since I find thee making burnt-offering 
in this place, I beseech thee by thine offerings and by 
the god, aye, and by thine own life and the lives of 
thy comrades who follow thee, tell me truly what I 
ask, and hide it not. Who art thou among men, and 
from whence? Where is thy city, and where thy 
parents ?”’ 

And wise Telemachus answered him: “ Then 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 266-291 


verily, stranger, will I frankly tell thee all. Of 
Ithaca I am by birth, and my father is Odysseus, 
as sure as ever! such a one there was; but now 
he has perished by a pitiful fate. Therefore have 'l 
now taken my comrades and a black ship, and am 
come to seek tidings of my father, that has long 
been_gone.” 

Then godlike Theoclymenus answered him: “ Even 
‘so have I, too, fled from my country, for that I slew 
a man, one of mine own kin. And many brethren 
and kinsmen of his there are in horse-pasturing 
Argos, and mightily do they bear sway over the 
Achaeans. It is to shun death and black fate at 
their hands that I flee, for, I ween, it is my lot to 
be a wanderer among men. But do thou set me on 
thy ship, since in my flight I have made prayer to 
thee, lest they utterly slay me; for methinks they 
are in pursuit.” 

And wise Telemachus answered him: “Then 
_will I in no-wise thrust thee from my shapely ship, 
since thou art eager to come. Nay, follow with us, 
and in our home shalt thou find entertainment sueli 
as we have.” 

So saying, he took from him his spear of bronze, 
and laid it at length on the deck of the curved ship, 
and himself went aboard the seafaring ship. Then 
he sat down in the stern and made Theoclymenus 
sit down beside him; and his men loosed the stern- 
cables. And Telemachus called to his men and bade 
them lay hold of the tackling, and they quickly 
obeyed. ‘The mast of fir they raised and set in the . 
hollow socket, and made it fast with fore-stays, and 
hauled up the white sail with twisted thongs of ox- 


1 Others render ‘‘if ever” ; but ef is not here conditional; 
see Monro. 
95 





HOMER 4a 


Toiow © ikpevoy ovpov ler yYAAUKOTLS AOiyn, 
haBpov erauyifovra ds aiOépos, dppa TAXLOTA 
ynvs aviaee Oéovaoa Gahacans aApmupoyv vdwp. | 
Bav dé mapa Kpovvods cai Xarxida cardipécOpov.' 2 
Avoeto T HéALOS TKLOWYTO Te TACAL ayuLat’ | 
n 0€ Deas éréBarrEv érretyopévn Atos ovp@ 
noe Tap "Hrsda diay, 00 kpateovow ’*Evrezot. 
évOev & avd vycotoww errem poenke Jonawy, 
Opp_aivav i) Kev Oavatov dvyou 7} Kev GON. 
To & adr’ év kducin Oduceds kal Sios tpopBos 
} / \ , sO / b) / 7 
opteiTny: Tapa 6€ adi édopTrEeoy avepes ANAOL. 
avTap émel Toatos Kal edntvos é& Epov &vTO, 
Tois © ‘Oduceds METEELTTE, cuBorew merpntivor, 
1 pu ér évouKéws prreoe peal TE KENEVOL 3i 
avTov évi cTAO MO, } OTPUVELE TOALVOE: | 
“ Kéxrvde viv, Kipaste, kai ANXNOL.TavTeEs ETALpoL* 
IA Ny / b) / 
noOev TpoTl AoTU Merato pat atrovéea Oat 
TTOXEVT OY, b iva bn oe KaTaTpUxo Kal eraipous. 3( 
andra pow ev 0 bmoGev Kal wo nyewov écOXov 6 oTracat 
Os KE pe Keto ayayy KaTa O€ TTOALV AUTOS avayKn 
TrAdyEomal, al Kév TLS KOTUANV Kal TUPVOY OpéEN. 
Th S89 NS \ \ , ry an EVA Wea! 4 
cai K éXMev mpos douat’ Odvachos Oetoro 
> / Y / é / 
ayyediny evmrotwe treptippovt IInvero7rein, 
Kab KE wYNoTHPEToW UTrEpptdroLor puyelyy, 3 














1 Line 295 is twice cited by Strabo, but is not found in any 
MS. of the Odyssey. 


1 No satisfactory explanation of this obscure epithet can 
be given. It is barely possible that the epithet proper to a 
ship passing swiftly by the islands has been transferred to 
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hide. And flashing-eyed Athene sent them a fayour- 


able wind, blowing strongly through the sky, that, 
speeding swiftly, the ship might accomplish her way 
over the salt water of the sea. So they fared past 
Crouni and Chalcis, with its beautiful streams. _ 
Now the sun set and all the ways grew dark. And 
the ship drew near to Pheae, sped by the wind of 


Zeus, and on past goodly Elis, where the Epeans 
_ hold sway. From thence again he steered for the 
| swift isles,! pondering whether he should escape 


death or be taken. 
But the two, Odysseus and the goodly swineherd, 
were supping in the hut, and with them supped the 


| other men. But when they had: put from them the 


desire of food and drink, Odysseus spoke among 
them, making trial of the swineherd to see whether 
he would still entertain him with kindly care and 
bid him remain there at the farmstead, or send 
him forth to the city: 

“Hearken now, Kumaeus, and all ye other men. 
In the morning I am minded to go forth to the city 
to beg, that I may not be the ruin of thee and of 
thy men. Now then, give me good counsel, and 


send with me a trusty guice to lead me thither; 


but through the city will I wander by myself per- 
force, in the hope that one haply will give me a cup 


_of water and a loaf. Aye, and I would go to the 


house of godlike Odysseus and bear tidings to the 


| wise Penelope, and join the company of the insolent 
| wooers, if perchance they may give me a meal, since 


} the islands themselves ; for this the use of ‘“‘celerrimum” in 
} Tacitus, Annals, iii. 1, is adduced as.a parallel. Others 
| follow Strabo in rendering @ofow by ‘‘ pointed,” connecting 





J the word with the verb dod (cf. ix. 327); this, however, is 


most uncertain. 
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1 Sava: ToAAd. 


2 Line 345 is omitted in many MSS. 
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| | they have good cheer in abundance. Straightway 


might I do good service among them in all that they 
|. would. For I will tell thee, and do thou give heed 
| and hearken. By the favour of Hermes, the mes- 
| senger, who lends grace and glory to all men’s work, 
| in the business of serving no man beside can vie 
| with me, in piling well a fire, in splitting dry faggots, 
in carving and roasting meat, and in pouring wine 
| —in all things in which meaner men.~serve the 
| noble.” 

| Then deeply moved didst thou speak to him, 
| swineherd Eumaeus: “Ah me, stranger, why has 
'- such a thought come into thy mind? Verily thou 
; art fain utterly to perish there, if thou wouldest 
| indeed enter the throng of the wooers, whose wan-. 
| tonness and violence reach the iron heaven. Not 


} such as thou are their serving men; nay, they that 
| serve them are young men, well clad in cloaks and 
| tunics, and ever are their heads and bright faces 





_ sleek; and polished tables are laden with bread, 
| and meat, and wine. Nay, abide here; there is 


| none that is vexed by thy presence, not I, nor any 
other of the men that are with me. But when the 


s dear son of Odysseus comes,\he will himself clothe 


_ thee in a cloak and a tunic as raiment, and will 


send thee whithersoever thy heart and spirit bid 
thee go.” | ae 
Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus answered 


| ’ him: “Would, Eumaeus, that thou mightest be as dear 
_ to father Zeus as thou art to me, for that thou hast 


| made me cease from wandering and from grievous 
hardships. Than roaming naught else is more evil 
| for mortals; yet for their cursed belly’s sake men 
| endure evil woes, when wandering and sorrow and 
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| q pain come upon them. But now, since thou keepest 
me here and biddest me await thy master, come, 


tell me of the mother of godlike Odysseus, and of 
the father, whom, when he went forth, he left behind 
him on the threshold of old age. Are they haply 
still living beneath the rays of the sun? or are they 
now dead and in the house of Hades?” 

Then the swineherd, a leader of men, answered 
him : “ Then verily, stranger, will I frankly tell thee. 
Laertes still lives, but ever prays to Zeus that his 
life may waste away from his limbs within his halls. 


For wondrously does he grieve for his son that is_ 


gone, and for the wise lady, his wedded wife, whose 
death troubled him most of all, and brought him to 
untimely old age. But she died of grief for her 
glorious son by a miserable death, as I would that no 
‘man may die who dwells here as my friend and does 
me kindness. So long as she lived, though it was in 
sorrow, it was ever a pleasure to me to ask and en- 


—— 


quire after her, for she herself had brought me up | 


with long-robed Ctimene, her noble daughter, whom | 


she bore as her youngest child. With her was I 


brought up, and the mother honoured me little less — 


than her own children. But when we both reached 
the longed-for prime of youth they sent her to Same 
to wed, and got themselves countless bridal gifts ; 
but as for me, my lady clad me in a cloak and tunic, 
right goodly raiment, and gave me sandals for my 


feet and sent me forth to the field; but in her heart — 


‘she loved me the more. But now I lack all this, 
though for my own part the blessed gods make to 


prosper the work to which I give heed. Therefrom 
have I eaten and drunk, and given to reverend 
strangers. But from my mistress I may hear naught 
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pleasant, whether word or deed, for a plague has 
fallen upon the house, even overweening men. Yet 
greatly do servants ong to speak before their mis- 
tress, and learn of all, and to eat and drink, and 
thereafter to carry off somewhat also to the fields, 
such things as ever make the heart of a servant to 
grow warm.” 
“Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and — 
said : “‘ Lo now, surely when thou wast but a child, 
swineherd Eumaeus, thou didst wander far from thy 
country and thy parents. But come now, tell me 
this, and declare it truly. Was a broad-wayed city 
of men sacked, wherein thy father and honoured | 
mother dwelt? Or, when thou wast alone with thy 
sheep or cattle, did foemen take thee in their ships 
and bear thee for sale to the house of this thy 
master, who paid for thee a goodly price?”’ | 
Then the swineherd, a leader of men, answered 
him: “Stranger, since thou dost ask and question 
- me of this, hearken now in silence, and take thy joy, 
and drink thy wine, as thou sittest here. These nights 
are wondrous long. There is time for sleep, and there 
is time to take joy in hearing tales; thou needest 
not lay thee down till it be time; there is weariness 
even in too muchsleep, As for the rest, if any man’s 
heart and spirit bid him, let him go forth and sleep, 
and at daybreak let him eat, and follow our master’s 
swine. But we two will eta and feast in the hut, 
and will take delight each in the other’s grievous 
woes, as we recall them to mind. For in after time 
a man finds joy even in woes, whosoever has suffered 
much, and wandered much. But this will I tell thee,’ | 
of which thou dost ask and enquire. , 
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«There is an isle called Syria, if haply thou hast 
heard thereof, above Ortygia, where are the turning- 


E places of the sun. It is not so very thickly settled, 


but it is a good land, rich in herds, rich in ogke 
full of ee abounding in wheat. Famine never 
comes into the land, nor does any hateful sickness 


| ; besides fall on wretched mortals ; but when the tribes 


| of men grow old throughout the city, Apollo, of the 
| silver bow, comes with Artemis, and assails them 
| with his gentle shafts, and slays them. In: that 
) isle are two cities, and all the land is divided 
| between them, and over both ruled as king my 
| father, Ctesius, son of ‘Ormenus, a man like to the 
Ee immortals. 

|  *Thither came Phoenicians, men famed oe their 
| ships, greedy knaves, bringing countless trinkets in 


| their black ship. Now there was in my father’s house 
| a Phoenician woman, comely and tall, and skilled in 





I: glorious handiwork. Her the wily Phoenicians be- 
| guiled. First, as she was washing clothes, one of 


| them la with her_in love by the hollow ship; for 


is this béguiles the minds of women, even though one 
| be upright. Then he asked her whe she was, and 


|_whence she came, and she straightway shewed him 


| the high-roofed home of my father, and said: , 
! “¢QOut of Sidon, rich in bronze, I declare that I 
| come, and I am the daughter of Arybas, to whom 


| wealth flowed in streams. But Taphian pirates seized 
| me, as I was coming from the fields, and brought me 








| hither, and sold me to the house of ‘yonder man, and 
| he paid for me a goodly price.’ 

| Then the man who had lain with her in secret 
| answered her: ‘ Wouldest thou then return again with 
| us to thy home, that thou mayest see the high-roofed 
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house of thy father and mother, and ‘see them too? 
For of a truth they yet live, and are accounted rich.’ 

“Then the woman answered him, and said: ‘ This 
may well be, if you sailors will pledge yourselves by 
an oath, that you will bring me safely home.’ 

“So she spoke, and they all gave an oath thereto, 
as she bade them. But when they had sworn and 
made an end of the oath, the woman again spoke 


| . among them, and made answer: 





«<< Be silent now, and let no one of your company 
speak to me, if he meets me in the street or haply 
at the well, lest some one go to the palace. and tell 
| the old king, and he wax suspicious and bind me with 
| grievous bonds, and devise death for you. Nay, keep 7 
| my words in mind, and speed the barter of your wares./ 
But, when your ship is laden with goods, let a mes- 
| sage come quickly to me at the ‘palace; for I will 
ie Bisa bring whatever gold comes under my hand. Aye, 
_ and I would gladly give another thing for my passage. 


) There is a child of my noble! master, whose nurse I 
} am in the palace, such a cunning child, who ever 
| runs abroad with me. Him would I bing’ on board, 


and he would fetch you a vast price, wherever you 
might take him for sale among men of strange 


'@ speech.’ 


“So saying, she departed to the fair palace. And 


"3 they remained there in our land a full year, and got 


by trade much substance in their hollow ship. But 
when their hollow ship was laden for their return, 


| then they sent a messenger to bear tidings to the 





woman. There came a man, well versed in guile, 
to my father’s house with a nnecklace of gold, and 
with amber beads was it strung between. This 


1 Or, on another interpretation of éjos, simply ‘‘ my.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 461-480 


| the maidens in the hall and my honoured mother 

| were handling, and were gazing on it, and were 
| offering him their price; but he nodded to the 
| woman in silence. Then verily when he had nodded 
| to her, he went his way to the hollow ship, but she 
_ took me by the hand, and led me forth from the 
| house. Now in the fore-hall of the palace she found 
| the cups and tables of the banqueters, who waited 
upon my father. They had gone forth to the council 
| and the people’: s place of debate, but.she quickly hid 
| three goblets in her bosom, and bore them away ; and 
| I followed in my heedlessness. Then the sun set, and 
| all the ways grew dark. And we made haste and 
| came to the goodly harbour, where was the swift ship 
| of the Phoenicians. Then. they embarked, putting 
| both of us on board as well, and sailed over the 
| watery ways, and Zeus sent them a favourable wind. 
| For six days we sailed, night and day alike; but when 
| Zeus, son of Cronos, brought upon us the seventh 
| day, then Artemis, the archer, smote the woman, and 
| she fell with a thud into the hold, as a sea_bird 
| plunges. Her they cast forth to be a prey ‘to seals 

| and fishes, but I was left, my heart sore stricken. 
| Now the wind, as it fore them, and the wave, 
_ brought them to Ithaca, where Laertes bought me 
| with his wealth. Thus it was that my eyes beheld 
this land.” 

To him then Zeus-born Odysseus made answer, 
and said: “‘ Kumaeus, of a truth thou hast deeply 
stirred the heart in my breast in telling all this tale 
of the sorrow thou hast borne at heart. Yet verily 
| in thy case Zeus has given good side by side with 
| the evil, since after all thy toil thou hast come to 
| the house of a kindly man, who gives thee food and 
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THE ODYSSEY, XV. 490-518 


drink, and that with kindness, and thou livest well; 
| while as for me, it is while wandering through the 
‘many cities of men that I am come hither.” 

Thus they spoke to one another, and then lay | 
| down to sleep, for no long time, but for a little; for 
| soon came fair-throned Dawn. But the comrades of 
| Telemachus, drawing near the shore, furled the sail, 
| and took down the mast quickly, and rowed the ship 
to her anchorage with their oars. Then they cast out 
| the mooring-stones and made fast the stern cables, 
and themselves went forth upon the shore of the sea, 
and made ready their meal and mixed the flaming 
wine. But when they had put from them the desire 
| of food and drink, among them wise Telemachus was 
| the first to speak, saying: 

Do you now row the black ship to the city, but 
| I will visit the fields and the herdsmen, and at even- 
| ing will come to the city when I have looked over 
| my lands. And in the morning I will set before you, 
ke as wages for your journey, a good feast of flesh and — 
| sweet wine.” 

; Then godlike Theoclymenus answered him: 
: 








“Whither shall I go, dear child? To whose house 
_ shall I come of those who rule in rocky Ithaca? Or 
| shall I go straight to thy mother’s house and thine?” 
| Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Were 
| things otherwise, I should bid thee go even to our 
house, for there is in no wise lack of entertainment 
for strangers, but it would be worse for thyself, since 
I shall be away, and my mother will not see thee. 
For she does not often appear before the wooers in 
the house, but apart from them weaves at her loom 
‘in an upper chamber. But | will tell thee of another 
| man to whom thou mayest go, Eurymachus, glorious 
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| son of wise Rely hus; whom now the men of Ithaca 
| look upon as on a god. For he is by far the best man, 
| and is most eager to marry my mother and to have 
|. the honour of Odysseus. Nevertheless Olympian 
| Zeus, who dwells in the sky, knows this, whether 
or not before marriage he will fulfil for them the 
| evil day.”’ 

Even as he spoke a bird hes forth upon the right, 
a hawk, the swift messenger of Apollo. In his talons 
: he helc held a dove, and was plucking her and shedding 
|" the feathers down on the gro ground midway between 
the ship and Telemachus himself. Then Theocely- 
menus called him apart from his companions, and 

clasped his hand, and spoke, and addressed him: 
: “‘Telemachus, surely not without a god’s warrant 
has this bird flown forth upon our right, for I knew, 
as I looked upon him, that he was a bird of omen. 
| Than yours is no other house in the land of Ithaca 
| more kingly ; nay, ye are ever supreme.’ 
| __ Then wise Telemachus answered him again: “ Ah, 
| stranger, I would that this word of thine might be — 
| fulfilled. Then shouldest thou straightway know of 
_ kindness and many a gift from me, so that one that 
| met thee would call thee blessed.” 
_  Therewith he spoke to Peiraeus, his trusty com- 
| rade: “ Peiraeus, son of Clytius, it is thou that in other 
| matters art wont to hearken to me above all my 
| comrades, who went with me to Pylos; so now do 
| thou, I pray thee, take this stranger and give him 
| kindly welcome in thy house, and show him honour 
| until I come.’ 
Then Peiraeus, the famous spearman, answered 
Shim: “ Telemachus, though thou shouldest stay here 
_ long, I will entertain him, and he shall have no lack 
_ of what is due to strangers.” 
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So saying, he went on board the ship, and bade 
| his comrades themselves to embark and to loose the 
| stern cables. So they went on board straightway, — 
' and sat down upon the benches. But Telemachus ~° 
' bound beneath his feet his fair sandals, and took his © 
| mighty spear, tipped with sharp bronze, from the 

deck of the ship. Then the men loosed the stern 
| cables, and thrusting off, sailed to the city, as Tele- 
) machus bade, the dear son of divine Odysseus. But 
| his feet bore him swiftly on, as he strode forward, 


| . until he reached the farmstead where were his count- 











| less swine, among whom slept the worthy swineherd 
| with a heart loyal to his masters. 
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BOOK XVI 


Meanwuie the two in the hut, Odysseus and the. 


Bs goodly swineherd, had kindled a fire, and were making 


| ready their. breakfast at dawn, and had sent forth 


| the herdsmen with the droves of swine; but around 
_ Telemachus the baying hounds fawned, and barked 
| not as he drew near. And goodly Odysseus noted 
| the fawning of the hounds, and the sound of foot- 





steps fell upon his ears ; and straightway he spoke 
to Kumaeus winged words: 
“ Kumaeus, surely some comrade of thine will be 


4 coming, or at least some one thou knowest, for the 
| hounds do not bark, but fawn about ee and I 
_ hear the sound of footsteps.’ | 


Not yet was the word fully uttered, when ie own 
dear son stood in the doorway. In amazement up 


" sprang the swineherd, and from his hands the vessels 

| fell with which he was busied as he mixed the flaming — 
), wine. And he went to meet his lord, and kissed his 
__ head and both his beautiful eyes and ‘his two ‘o hands, 


i and a big tear fell from him. And as a loving father. 
' greets his own dear son, who comes in the tenth 


| year from a distant gets only son and_well- 


beloved, for whose sake he has borne much sorrow— 


- even so did the goodly swineherd then clasp in his 


| _ arms godlike Telemachus, and kiss him all over 


a as one escaped from death; and with wailing he 





| addressed him with winged words : 
. [17 
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“Thou art come, Telemachus, sweet light of my 
eyes. I thought I should never see thee more after 
thou hadst gone in thy ship to Pylos. But come, 
enter in, dear child, that I may delight my heart 
with looking at thee here in my house, who art 
newly come from other lands. For thou dost not 
often visit the farm and the herdsmen, but abidest 
in the town; so, I ween, has it seemed good to thy 
heart, to to look upon the destructive throng of the 
wooers, 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “So shall 
it be, father. It is for thy sake that I am come 
hither, to see thee with my eyes, and to hear thee 
tell whether my mother still abides in the halls, or 
whether by now some other man has wedded her, 
and the couch of Odysseus lies haply in want of 
bedding, covered with foul .spider-webs.”’ 

Then the swineherd, a leader of men, answered 
him: “ Aye, verily, she.abides with steadfast heart 
in thy halls, and ever sorrowfully for her the nights 
and the days wane as she weeps. 

So saying, he took from him the spear of bronze, 
and Telemachus went in and passed over the stone 
threshold. As he drew near, his father, Odysseus, 
rose from his seat and gave him place, but Telemachus 
on his part checked him, and said : 

“« Be seated, stranger, aaa we shall find a seat else- 
where in our farmstead. There is a man here who 
will set us one.” 

So he spoke, and Odysseus went back and sat 
down again, and for Telemachus the swineherd 
strewed green brushwood heneath and a fleece above 
it, and there the dear son of Odysseus sat down. 
Then the swineherd set before them platters of roast 
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meats, which they had left at their meal the day 
| before, and quickly heaped up bread in baskets, and 
| mixed in a bowl of ivy wood honey-sweet wine, and 
| himself sat down over against divine Odysseus. So 
they put forth their hands to the good cheer lying 
ready before them. But when they had put from 
_ them the desire of food and drink, Telemachus spoke 
to the goodly swineherd, and said : 

“ Father, from whence did this stranger come to 
| thee? How did sailors bring him to Ithaca? Who 
did they declare themselves to be? For nowise, 


k methinks, did he come hither on foot.” 


ia To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
| answer, and say: ‘Then verily, my child, I will tell 
| thee all the truth. From broad Crete he declares: 
that.he has birth, and he says that he has wandered 
roaming through many cities of mortals; so has a’ 


| god spun for him this lot. But now he has run 
| away from a ship of the Thesprotians and come to 





- my farmstead, and I shall put him in thy hands. 
Do what thou wilt. He declares himself thy ~ 
suppliant.”’ 

Then again wise Telemachus answered him : 
“ Kumaeus, verily this word which thou hast uttered 


| stings me to the heart. For how am I to welcome 
_ this stranger in my house? I am myself but young, 





nor have I yet trust in my might to defend me 
against a man, when one waxes wroth without a 
cause. And as for my mother, the heart in her breast 


| wavers this way and that, whether to abide here 








th me and keep the house, respecting the bed of 
her husband and the voice of the people, or to go 
_ now with him whosoever is best of the Achaeans that 
_ woo her in the halls, and offers the most gifts of 
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wooing. But verily, as regards this stranger, now 
that he has come to thy house, I will clothe him ina 
cloak and tunic, fair raiment, and will give him a 
two-edged sword, and sandals for his feet, and send 
him whithersoever his heart and spirit bid him go. Or, 
if thou wilt, do thou keep him here at the farmstead, 
and care for him, and raiment will I send hither and 
all his food to eat, that he be not the ruin of thee 
and of thymen. But thither will I not suffer him 
to go, to join the company of the wooers, for they are 
over-full of wanton_insolence, lest they mock him, 
and dread grief come upon me. And to achieve 
aught is hard for one man among many, how mighty 
-soever he be, for verily they are far stronger.’’ 

Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus an- 
swered him: “ Friend, since surely it is right for me 
to make answer—verily ye rend my heart, as I hear 

your words, such wantonness you say the wooers 
| devise in the halls in_despite of thee, so goodly a 
| man. Tell me, art thou willingly thus oppressed : P Or 
| *do the people ‘throughout the land hate thee, follow- 
| ing the voice of a god? Or hast thou cause to blame 
thy brothers, in whose fighting a man trusts even if a 
great strife arise. Would that with my present 
temper I were as young as thou, either the son of 
blameless Odysseus, or Odysseus himself ;! straight- 
way then might some stranger cut my head from off 
my neck, if I did not prove myself the bane of them 
all when I had come to the halls of Odysseus, son of 
Laertes. But if they should overwhelm me by their 
numbers, alone as I was, far rather would I die, slain in 





1 Line 101 (€A@01 dAntedwr: Eri yap nal éAntdos aicu, ‘‘ might 
come from his wanderings ; for there is still room for hope ”’) 
has been omitted in translating as ruinous to the sense. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 107-135 


_ my own halls, than behold continually these shameful 
__ deeds, strangers mishandled, and men dragging the 


handmaidens in shameful fashion through the fair 
halls, and wine drawn to waste, and men devouring 
my bread all heedlessly, without limit, with no end 
to the business.” — = 

‘And wise Telemachus answered him: “Then 
verily, stranger, I will frankly tell thee all. Neither 
do the people at large bear me any grudge or 
hatred, nor have I cause to blame brothers, in whose 
fighting a man trusts, even if a great strife arise. 


: For in this wise has the son of Cronos made our 


house to run in but_a single line. As his only son did 


_ Arceisius beget Laertes, as his only son again did his 


father beget Odysseus, and Odysseus begot me as 


2 his only son, and left me in his halls, and_had_no 
ii joy_of me. Therefore it is that foes past counting 


are now in the house; for all the princes who- hold 


sway over the ee ulichium, and Same, and 
wooded Zacynthus—and those who lord it over rocky 
_ Ithaca, all these woo my mother and lay waste my 
_ house. And she neither refuses the hateful marriage, 


nor is she able to make an end; but they with 
feasting consume my substance, and will ere long 
bring me, too, to ruin. Yet these things verily lie 
on the knees of the } gods. But, father, do thou go 
with speed, and tell constant Penelope that she has 
me safe, and I am come from Pylos. But I will 
abide here, and do thou come back hither, when 


| ~ thou hast told thy tale to her alone; but of the rest 


of the Achaeans let no one learn it, for many there 


_ are who contrive evil against me.” 


To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
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IP answer, and say: “I see, I give heed; this thou bid- 
| dest one with understanding. But come now, tell 


_ me this, and declare it truly; whether I shall go on 


the self-same way with tidings to Laertes also, 
wretched man, who for a time, though grieving 
sorely for Odysseus, was still wont to oversee the 
fields, and would eat and drink with the slaves in the 
house, as the heart in his breast bade him. But now, 
from the day when thou wentest in thy ship to Pylos, 
they say he has no more eaten and drunk as be- 
fore, nor overseen the fields, but with groaning and 
wailing he sits and weeps, and the flesh wastes from 
off his bones.”’ 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “’Tis the 
sadder ; but none the less we will let him be, despite _ 
our sorrow ; for if in any wise all things might be had / 
by mortals for the wishing, we should choose first of 
all the day of my father’s return. No, do thou come 
_ back, when thou hast given thy message, and wander 
| not over the fields in search of Laertes; but bid my 
| mother with all speed send forth her handmaid, 
_ the housewife, secretly, for she might bear word to 


| the old man.” 





; With this he roused the swineherd, and he took 
| his sandals in his hands and bound them beneath his 
_ feet and went forth to the city. Nor was Athene 
unaware that the swineherd Eumaeus was gone 
from the farmstead, but she drew near in_the likeness 
of a woman, comely and tall, and skilled in glorious 
handiwork. And she stood over against the door of 
the hut, shewing herself to Odysseus, but 'Telemachus 
did not see her before him, or notice her; for in no 
wise do the gods appear in manifest presence to all. 
But Odysseus saw her, and the hounds, and they 
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barked not, but with eae slunk in fear to the 
farther sid® of the farmstead. Then she made a sign 
with her brows, and goodly Odysseus perceived it, 
and went forth ee the hall, past the great wall ar 
the court, and stood before her, and Athene spoke 
to him, saying: 

«Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, even now do thou reveal thy word to 
thy son, and hide it not, that when you two have 
planned death and fate for the wooers, you may go’ 
to the famous city. Nor will I myself be long away 
from you, for I am eager for the battle.” 

_ With this, Athene touched him with her golden 
_ wand. A well-washed cloak and a tunic she first of 


| __ all cast about his breast, and she increased his stature 





and his youthful bloom. Once more he grew dark 
of colour, and his cheeks filled out, and dark grew 
the beard about his chin. Then, when she had 


| _ wrought thus, she departed, but Odysseus went into 
| _ the hut. And his dear son marvelled, and, seized with 








| fear, turned his eyes aside, lest it should be a god. 
_ And he spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 
| “Of other sort thou seemest to me now, stranger, 
' than awhile ago, and other are the garments thou 
hast on, and thy colour is no more the same. Verily 
thou art a god, one of those who hold broad heaven. 
Nay then, be gracious, that we may offer to thee ac- 
| ceptable sacrifices and golden gifts, finely wrought ; 

_ but do thou spare us.’ 

5 Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus an- 
_ swered him: “ Be sure I am no god; why dost thou 
| liken me to the immortals? Nay, I am thy father, 
for whose sake thou dost with groaning endure many 
griefs, and submittest to the violence of men.” 


129 
VO. IT, K 


HOMER 


“Os a dpa pwvncas vloVv KUGE, Kao dé TA pEL@v 19 
OdKpvov 7 KE Xapage mdapos © éxe voe pes aie. 
Tn r€éuaxos O° ov yap Tw éreiOeTo Ov TATEp Elva, 
éEavtis ey ET ET OL dmerBopevos 7 poo eelTrey” ‘ 

“Ovcty ‘Oduacers € €oOl, TATHP E05, AAAG ME Sata 
Oedyet, opp ere paddov odupopmevos orevaxivo. 19 
ov Yap TwS ay Ovnros avijp Ta0€ HIXAVO@TO x 
@ AUTOU YE VOW, OTE pea) Jeos AUTOS eT eNO wv 
pnidies oa Jein veov ne YEpovTa. 

7 yap TOL VEéOVv 00a "yEpeov Kar aerKea Eo oo 
vov € Oeotaw Eorxas, ob ovpavov evpvv Exot.” | 

Tov 0 amrapetBopevos Tporepy TOU PTS ‘Odvacet : 
as Tyreuay,, ov. ce éotxe Pidov Tatép évoov éovTa 
ove tw Caupacew T EPL LOV ovr aydacOat: 

OU ev yap TOL ET ANOS eAevoeTae év0ad ‘Odvacers, 
aXN 60° eyo ToLoade, Tag ov KAKA, TONAG © aehntets, — 2¢ 
mrvO ov ELKOOT@ ETEL ES maT pioa yatay. 

avTap Tot TOSe épryov “A Onvains ayeneins, 

y} TE [Le Tolov eOnxer, 0 Omws €OéXeL, SUVATAL yap, 
aNNOTE bev TTON eva diyKtov, adore & avre 
avopl véw Kal KANG mepl Xpor eluar EYOVTL. 21 
pnidsov Be Jeoict, Tol ovpavov evpvY éxouow, 

1 [ev KvdFvar Ovntov Bporovy HOE KAKWOAL. 

“Os apa povncas Kat ap €eTo, Tnreuaxos dé 
appixubeis TaTép. éaOXOv adupero, Oaxpva Ae Bov, — 
aupotépoice S€ Toto vp ijuepos @pTo 0010" 4 
KNatov oe AUrYEDS, AOWOTEPOY 7 i) ol@vot, 
prvar i) aiyumcol yaprpwvuyes, oiai TE TEKVA 
ary porat éfetNovro 7 aps meTenva yevéc Oar: 

@s apa Tol y éXeeLvov UT Oppvat SdKpvoOV eiBov. 











%, 
ae | 
i, 


1 GAnbels: avaTAds. 


130 


St a a 
Te A an 








THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 190-219 


So saying, he kissed his son, and from his cheeks 
let fall a wes to earth, but oa he ever stead- 
fastly held them back. Howbeit Telemachus— for 
he did not yet yet. believe that it was his father—again 
answered, and spoke to him, saying: 

# Toe: verily art not my father Odysseus, but 
some god beguiles me, that I may weep and groan 
yet more. For nowise could a mortal man contrive 
this by his own wit, unless a god were himself to 
come to him, and easily by his will make him young 
or old. For verily but now thou wast an old man 
and meanly clad, whereas now thou art like the gods, 
who hold broad on.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said : “ Telemachus, it beseems thee not to wonder 
overmuch that thy father is in the house, or to be 
amazed. For thou mayest be sure no other Odysseus 
will ever come hither; but I here, I, even such as 
thou seest me, after sufferings and many wanderings, 


am come in the twentieth vear to my native land. But 


this, thou must know, is the work of Athene, driver of 
the spoil, who makes me such as she will—for she 


_has the power—now like a beggar, and now again like 


a young man, and one wearing fair raiment about his 


\3 body. Easy it is for the gods, who hold broad heaven, 


both to glorify a mortal man and to abase him.” 

So saying, he sat down, and Telemachus, flinging 
his arms about his noble father, wept and shed tears, 
and in the hearts of both arose a longing for lamen- 
tation. And they wailed aloud more vehemently than 
birds, sea- eagles, or vultures with crooked talons, 
whose young the country-folk have taken from their 
nest before they were fledged ; even so piteously did 
they let tears fall from beneath their brows. And 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 220-247 


~ now would the light of the sun have gone down upon 


their weeping, had not Telemachus spoken to his 
father suddenly: 

“In what manner of ship, dear father, have sailors 
now brought thee hither to Ithaca? Who did they 
declare themselves to be? For nowise, methinks, 
didst thou come hither on foot.”’ 

_ And the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus answered 
him: “ Then verily, my child, I will tell thee all the 
truth. The Phaeacians brought me, men famed for 
their ships, who send other men too on their way, 
whosoever comes to them. And they brought me as 
I slept in a swift ship over the sea, and set me down 
in Ithaca, and gave me glorious gifts, stores of bronze 
and gold and woven raiment. These ans by 


the favour of the gods, are lying in caves. And 
Saree, 


now I am come hither at the bidding of Athene, 
that we may take counsel about the slaying of our 
foes. Come now, count me the wooers, and tell their 


tale, that I may know how many they are and what 


manner of men, and that I may ponder in my noble 
heart and decide whether we two shall be able to 
maintain our cause against them alone without others, 
or whether we shall also seek out others.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Father, 
of a truth I have ever heard of thy great fame, that 
thou wast a warrior in strength of hand and in wise 
counsel, but this thou sayest is too great; amazement 
holds me. It could not be that two men should fight 
against many men and mighty. | For of the wooers 
plete are not ten alone, or twice ten, but full many 
more. Here as we are shalt thou straightway learn 
their number. From Dulichium there are two and 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 248-276 


_ fifty chosen youths, and six serving men attend them ; 

from Same came four and twenty men; from Zacyn- 
thus there are twenty youths of the Achaeans; and 
from Ithaca itself twelve men, all of them the noblest, 
_and with them is Medon, the herald, and the divine 
minstrel, and two squires skilled in carving meats. 
If we shall meet all these within the halls)_bitter, I 
fear, and with bane will be thy coming to avenge 
violence. | Nay, do thou consider, if thou canst be- 
think thee of any helper—one that would aid us 
two with a ready heart.” 

Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus answered 
him: * Well, then, I will tell thee, and do thou give 
heed and hearken to my words, and consider whether 
for us two Athene, with father Zeus, will be enough, 
or whether I shall bethink me of some other 
helper.” 7 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Good, 
thou mayest be sure, are these two helpers whom 
thou dost mention, though high in the clouds do 
they abide, and they rule over all men alike and 
the immortal gods.” 

Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus answered: 
“Not long of a surety will those two hold aloof from 
the mighty fray, when between the wooers and us in 
_my halls the might of Ares is put to the test. But 
for the present, do thou go at daybreak to thy house 
and join the company of the haughty wooers. As 
for me, the swineherd will lead me later on to the 
-city in the likeness of a woeful and aged beggar. 
And if they shall put despite on me in the house, 
let the heart in thy breast endure while I am evil 
entreated, even if they drag me by the feet through 
the house to the door, or hurl at me and smite me; 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 277-301 


i - still do thou endure to behold it. Thou shalt fae. 


\; bid them cease their folly, seeking to dissuade them - 








with gentle words; yet in no wise will they hearken 
to thee, for verily their day of doom is at hand. And 
another thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it to 
heart. When Athene, rich in counsel, shall put it in 
my mind, I will nod to thee with my head; and do 
thou thereupon, when thou notest it, take all the - 
weapons of war that lie in thy halls, and lay them 
away one and all in the secret place of the lofty 
store-room. And as for the wooers, when they miss 
the arms and question thee, do thou beguile them 
with gentle words, saying : 
—  *Qut of the smoke have I laid them,! since they 
- are no longer like those which of old Odysseus left 
_ behind him when he went forth to Troy, but are all 
_ befouled so far as the breath of the fire has reached 
them. And furthermore this greater fear has the 

son of Cronos put in. my heart, lest haply, when 
| heated with wine, you may set a quarrel afoot among 
| you and wound one another, and so bring shame on 
|. your feast and on your wooing. |For of itself does 
_ the iron draw a man to it- eve 

“ But for us two alone do thou leave behind two 
swords and two spears, and two ox-hide shields for 
us to grasp, that we may rush upon them and seize 
them; while as for the wooers, Pallas Athene and 
Zeus, tis counsellor; will beguile them. And an- 
other thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it to 
heart. If in truth thou art my son and of our blood, 
| then let no one chagh that Odysseus is at home; 


1 The Homeric house haa no chimney, and the walls with 
the weapons hanging on them naturally became grimy with 
soot from the fire which burned i in the centre of the hall. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 302-332 


') neither let Laertes know it, nor the swineherd, nor 
') any of the household, nor Penelope herself; but. by 
'} ourselves thou and I will learn the temper of the 
women. Aye, and we will likewise make trial of 
many a one of the serving men, and see where any 
of them honours us two and fears us at heart, and 


| who recks not of us and scorns thee, a man so 


Then his glorious son answered him, and said: 
“ Father, my spirit, methinks, thou shalt verily come 
to know hereafter, for no slackness of, will possesses 
me. But I think not that this plan will be a gain to us 
__ both, and so I bid thee take thought. Long time shalt 
> thou vainly go about, mak ing t trial of each man as 
_ thou visitest the ons: while in thy halls those others 


| at their ease are wasting thy substance in insolent 


wise, and there is no sparing. Yet verily, as for the 


ia women, I do bid thee learn who among them dis- 


honour hee, and who are guiltless. But oa the men 
in the farmsteads I would not that we should make ~ 
_ trial, but that we should deal therewith hereafter, it 
_ in very truth thou knowest some sign from Zeus, 
who bears the aegis.”’ 
| Thus they spoke to one another, but meanwhile 
into Ithaca put the well-built ship that brought Tele- 
) machus and all his comrades from Pylos; and they, 
when they had come into the deep_harbour, drew 
the black ship up on the shore, while proud squires 
bore forth their armour and straightway carried the 
beauteous gifts to the house of Clytius. But they 
sent a herald forth to the house of Odysseus to bear 


_. word to wise Penelope that Telemachus was at the 





farm, and had bidden the ship to sail on to the city, 
lest the noble queen might grow anxious and let 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVI. 333-358 


/ round tears fall. So the two met, the herald and 
) the goodly swineherd, on the self-same errand, to 


| .bear tidings to the lady. And when they reached 


| the palace of the godlike king, the herald spoke out 
| in the midst of the handmaids, and said: “ Even now, 
- queen, thy son has come back from Pylos.” 

But the swineherd came close to Penelope and 
told her all that her dear son had bidden him say. 
And when he had fully told all that had been com- 
| manded him, he went his way to the swine and left 
| the courtyard and the hall. 
| But the wooers were dismayed and downcast in 
spirit, and forth they w went from the hall past the 
' great wall of the court, and there before the gates 





| they sat down. Then among them Eurymachus, son 





_ of Polybus, was the first to speak : 

|‘ ** My friends, verily a great deed has been inso- 
| lently brought to pass by Telemachus, even this 
| journey, and we deemed that he would never see it 
| accomplished. But come, let us launch a black ship, 
| the best we have, and let us, get together seamen as 
_ rowers that they may straightway bear tidings to 
' those others speedily to return home.” 

Not yet was the word fully uttered when Amphi- 


| nomus, turning in his place, saw a ship in the deep 


| harbour and men furling the sail, and with oars in 
their hands. Then, breaking into a merry laugh, he 
spoke among his comrades : 

“ Let us not be sending a message any more, for 
here they are at home. Either some god told them 
_ of this, or they themselves caught sight of the ship 
of Telemachus as she aes by, but could not catch 
mer,” 


So he spoke, and icy. rose up and went to the - 
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shore of the sea. Swiftly the men drew up the 
| black ship on the shore, and proud squires bore 
| forth their armour. Themselves meanwhile went 
| all together to the place of assembly, and none other 
| would they suffer to sit with them, either of the 
| young men or the old. Then among them spoke 
Antinous, son of Eupeithes: 

“To, now, see how the gods have delivered this 
man from destruction. Day by day watchmen sat 
upon the windy heights, watch ever following watch, 
and at set of sun we never spent a night upon the 
shore, -but sailing over the deep in our swift ship we 
waited for the bright Dawn, lying in wait for Tele- 
| machus, that we might take him and slay the man 
himself; howbeit meanwhile some god has brought 
Phim home. But, on our part, let us here devise for him 
| a woeful death, even for Telemachus, and let him not 
escape from out our hands, for I deem that while 
he lives this work of ours will not prosper. For he 
is himself shrewd in counsel and in wisdom, and the 
| people nowise show us favour any more. Nay, come, 
before he gathers the Achaeans to the place of as- 
sembly—for methinks he wili in no wise be slow to 
act, but will be full of wrath, and rising up will de- 
lg ane among them all how phat we contrived against 
him utter Ae niction, but did not catch him; and 
| they will not praise us when they hear of our evil 
| deeds. Beware, then, lest they work us some harm 
and drive us out from our country, and we come to 
the land of strangers. Nay, let us act_first, and seize 
him in the field far from the city, or on the road ; 
and his substance let us ourselves keep, and» his 
| wealth, dividing them fairly among us; though the 

house we would give to his mother to possess, and to 
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} him who weds her. Howbeit if this plan does not 
please you, but you choose rather that he should live 
and keep all the wealth of his fathers, let us not 
continue to devour his store of pleasant things as we 
_ gather together here, but let each man from his own 
|; hall woo her with his gifts and seek to win her; and 
' she then would wed him who offers most, and who 
/. comes as her fated lord.” 
| So he spoke, and they were all hushed in silence. 
Then Amphinomus addressed their assembly, and 
spoke among them. He was the glorious son of the 
| prince Nisus, son of Aretias, and he led the wooers 
_ who came from Dulichium, rich in wheat and in 
grass, and above all the others he pleased Penelope 
with his words, for he had an understanding heart. ~ 
He it was who with good intent addressed their 
| assembly, and spoke among them: 
_ “ Friends, I surely would not choose to kill Tele- 
|) machus; a dread thing is it to slay one of royal 
| stock. Nay, let us first seek to learn the will of the 
| gods. If the oracles of great Zeus approve, I will 
| myself slay him, and bid all the others do so; but 
| if the gods turn us from the act, I bid you desist. i 
_ Thus spoke Amphinomus, and his word was pleas- 

| ing tothem. So they arose straightway and went to 
j) the house of Odysseus, and enteri ing in, sat down on 

) the polished seats. 
\) Then the wise Penelope took other counsel, to. 
ie show herself to the wooers, overweening in their in- 
)  solence. Forshe had learned of the threatened death 
} of her son in her halls, for the herald Medon told 
| her, who had heard their counsel. So she went her 
|| way toward the hall with her handmaids. But when 

| the fair lady reached the wooers, she stood by the 
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doorpost of the well-built hall, holding before her 
face her shining veil; and she rebuked Antinous, and 
spoke, and addressed him: | 

** Antinous, full of insolence, deviser of evil! and 
- yet it is thou, men say, that dost excel among all 
of thy years in the land of Ithaca in counsel and 
in speech. But thou, it seems, art not such a man. 
Madman! why dost thou devise death and fate for 
Telemachus, and carest not for suppliants, for whom 
Zeus is witness. “Tis an impious thing to plot evil 
one against another. Dost thou not know of the 
time when thy father came to this house a fugi- 
tive in terror of the people? For of a truth they 
were greatly wroth with him because he had joined 
Taphian pirates and harried the Thesprotians, who 
were in league with us. Him, then, they were minded 
to slay, and take from him his life by violence, and 
| utterly to devour his great and pleasant livelihood ; 
| but Odysseus held them back, and stayed them 
despite their eagerness. His house it is that thou 


- consumest now without atonement, and wooest his 


wife, and seekest to slay his son, and on me thou 
bringest great distress. Nay, forbear, I charge thee, 
and bid the rest forbear.’ 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered her : 
“Daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, be of good 
cheer, and let not these things distress thy heart. 
That man lives not, nor shall live, nor shall ever be 
born, who shall lay hands upon thy son Telemachus 
while I live and behold the light upon the earth. For 


| thus will I speak out to thee, and verily it shall be 





brought to pass. Quickly shall that man’s black blood 
_ flow forth about my spear; for of a truth me, too, 
did Odysseus the sacker of cities often set upon his 
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knees, and put roast meat in my hands, and hold to 
my lips red wine. Therefore Telemachus is far the 
dearest of all men to me, and I bid him have no fear 
of death, at least from the wooers; but from the 
gods can no man avoid it.” 

Thus he spoke to cheer her, but against that son 
he was himself plotting death. So she went up 
to her bright upper chamber and then bewailed 
Odysseus, her dear husband, until flashing-eyed 
Athene cast sweet sleep upon her eyelids. 

But at evening the goodly swineherd came back 
to Odysseus and his son, and they were busily making 
ready their supper, and had slain a boar of a year old. 
Then Athene came close to Odysseus, son of Laertes, 
and smote him with her wand, and again made him 
an old man; and mean raiment she put about his 
body, lest the swineherd might look upon him and 
know him, and might go to bear tidings to constant 


| 3 Penelope, ea not hold the secret fast in his heart. 


eames ae 


Now Telemachus spoke first to the swineherd, and 
said: “Thou hast come, goodly Kumaeus. What news 
is there in the city? Have the proud wooers by this 
time come home from their ambush, or are they still 
watching for me where they were, to take me on my 
homeward way?” 

To him, then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
answer and say: “I was not minded to go about the 
city, asking and enquiring of this; my heart bade 
me with all speed to come back hither when I had 
given my message. But there joined me a swift 
messenger from thy companions, a herald, who was 
the first to tell the news to thy mother. And this 
further thing I know, for I saw it with my eyes. I 


| _—-was now above the city, as I went on my way, where 
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: _ the hill of Hermes is, when I saw a swift ship putting 


into our harbour, and there were many men in her, 


i} ~=and she was laden with shields and double-pointed 





spears. And I thought it was they, but I have no 
knowledge.”’ 

So he spoke, and the strong and mighty Telema- 
chus smiled and with his eyes he glanced at his 
father, but shunned the swineherd’s eye. | 

And when they had ceased from their labour and 
had made ready the meal, they fell to feasting, nor 
did their hearts lack aught of the equal feast. But 
when they had put from them the desire of food 
and drink, they bethought them of rest, and took 
the gift of sleep. 
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As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
Telemachus, the dear son of divine Odysseus, bound 
beneath his feet his fair sandals and took his mighty 
| spear, that fitted_his grasp, hasting to the city 5 and 
| he spoke to his swineherd, saying : 


“‘ Father, I verily am going to the city, that my 


1s mother may see me, for, methinks, she will not cease 
| from woeful wailing and tearful lamentation until 
_ she sees my very self. But to thee I give this charge. 
| Lead this wretched stranger to the city, that there 
|| he may beg his food, and whoso will shall give him a 
| loaf and a cup of water. For my part, I can in no 
| _wise burden myself with all men, seeing that I have 
| grief at heart. But if the stranger is sore angered 
| at this, it will be the worse for him. I verily love to 
_ speak the truth.” 





Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 


| said: ‘Friend, be sure I am not myself fain to be 


left here. For a beggar it is better to beg his food 
in the town than in the fields, and whoso will shall 
| give it me. For I am no more of an age to remain 
|_at the farmstead, so as to obey in all things the com- 


| mand of an overseer. Nay, go thy way; this man 


Fe that thou biddest will lead- me as soon as I have 
| warmed myself at the fire, and tthe sun has grown 
_hot.} For miserably poor are these garments which 


| I wear, and I fear lest the morning frost may over- 





| come me; and ye say it is far to the city.” 
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1 Line 49 is omitted in some MSS., and in others is placed 
after line 51. 
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So he spoke, and Telemachus passed out through 
- the farmstead with rapid strides, and was sowing the ~ 
seeds of evil for the wooers. But when he came to 
the stately house he set his spear in place, leaning 
it against a tall pillar, and himself went in and 
crossed the threshold of stone. 

Him the nurse Eurycleia was far the first to see, 
as she was spreading fleeces on the richly-wrought 
chairs. With a burst of tears she came straight 
toward him, and round about them gathered the 
- other maids of Odysseus of the steadfast heart, and 
_ they kissed his head and shoulders in loving welcome. 
___ Then forth from her chamber came wise Penelope, 

_ like unto Artemis or golden Aphrodite, and bursting 
into tears she flung her arms about her dear son, and 
_ kissed his head and both his beautiful eyes; and 
_ with wailing she spoke to him winged words: 

«Thou art come, Telemachus, sweet light of my 
eyes; I thought I should never see thee more after 
thou hadst gone in thy ship to Pylos—secretly, and 


_ in my despite, to seek tidings of thy dear father. 





_ Come, then, tell me what sight thou hadst of him.” 

_ Then wise Telemachus answered her: “ My mother, 
stir not lamentation, I pray thee, nor rouse the heart 
in my breast, seeing that I am escaped from utter 
destruction. Nay, bathe thyself, and take clean 
raiment for thy body, and then, going to thy upper 
- chamber with thy handmaids, vow to all the gods 
that thou wilt offer hecatombs that bring fulfilment, 
in the hope that Zeus may some day bring deeds of 
requital to pass. But I will go to the place of as: 
sembly that I may bid to our house a stranger who 
followed me from Pylos on my way hither. Him I 
sent forward with my godlike comrades, and I bade 
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Peiraeus take him home and give him kindly wel- 
come, and show him honour until I should come.’ 4 
| So he spoke,(but her word remained unwinged.!) 
') Then she bathed and took clean raiment for her 
| body, and vowed to all the gods that she would offer 
hecatombs that bring fulfilment, in the hope that 
Zeus would some day bring deeds of requital to 
ass. 
: But Telemachus thereafter went forth through the 
hall with his spear in his hand, and with him went 
two swift hounds. And wondrous was the grace that 
| Athene shed upon him, and all the people marvelled 
| at himashe came. Round about him the proud wooers 
_thronged, speaking him fair, but pondering evil in 
the deep of their hearts. Howbeit he avoided the 
great throng of these men, but where Mentor sat, 


| and Antiphus, and Halitherses, who were friends of 
| his father’s house from of old, there he went and sat 





| down, and they questioned him of each thing. Then 


| Peiraeus, the famous spearman, drew near, leading 


_the stranger through the city to the place of as- 


sembly; and Telemachus did not long turn away 
from his guest, but went up to him. Then Peiraeus 








_ was the first to speak, saying: 
| *’Telemachus, quickly send women to my house, 
that I may send to thee the gifts which Menelaus 
- gave thee.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Peiraeus, 
__we know not how these things will be. If the proud 
| wooers shall secretly slay me in my hall, and divide 
} among them all the goods of my fathers, I would 
| that thou shouldest keep and enjoy these things 
| thyself rather than one of these. But if I shall sow 


1 That is, she made no reply. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 82-110 
for them the seeds of death and fate, then do thou 
bring all to my house gladly, as I shall be glad.” 

So saying, he led the sore-tried stranger to the 
house. Now when they had come to the stately house 
they laid their cloaks on the chairs and high seats, 
and went into the polished baths and bathed. And 
when the maids had bathed them and anointed them 
with oil, and had cast about them fleecy cloaks and 
tunics, they came forth from the baths and sat down 
upon the chairs. Then a handmaid brought water 
for the hands in a fair pitcher of gold, and pour red it 
» over a silver basin for them to wash, and beside them 

drew up a polished table. And the grave housewife 
in b ought and set before them bread, and therewith 
| meats in abundance, granting freely of her store. 
| And his mother sat over against Telemachus by the 
| door-post of the hall, leaning against a chair and 
j/ spinning fine threads of yarn. So they put forth 
| their hands to the good cheer lying ready before 
| them. But when they had put from them the desire 
} of food and drink, the wise Penelope spoke first 
| among them: 
| “‘Telemachus, I truly will go to my upper chamber 
and lay me on my bed, which has become for me a 
| bed of wailing, ever wet with my tears, since the 
) day when Odysseus set forth with the sons of Atreus 
for Ilios. But thou tookest no care, before the proud 
-wooers come into this house, to tell me plainly of 
the return of thy father, if haply thou heardest 
-aught.”’ 

And wise Ai Slemachus answered her: “ Then 
verily, mother, I will tell thee all the truth. We 
|| went to Pylos and to Nestor, the shepherd of the 
| people, and he received me in his lofty house and 
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gave me kindly welcome, as a father might his own 
son who after a long time had newly come from afar : 

even so kindly he tended me with his glorious sons. 

Yet of Odysseus of the steadfast heart, whether 
living or dead, he said he had heard naught from 
any man on earth. But he sent me on my way with 
horses and jointed car to Menelaus, son of Atreus, 
the famous spearman. There I saw Argive Helen, 
for whose sake Argives and Trojans toiled much by 
the will of the gods. And straightway Menelaus, 
good at the war-cry, asked me in quest of what I 
had come to goodly Lacedaemon; and I told him 
all the truth. Then he made answer to me, and 
said : 

*¢ Out upon them! for verily in 1 the bed of a man 
of valiant heart were they fain to lie, who are them- 
selves cravens, Even as when in the thicket-lair of 
a mighty lion a hind has laid to sleep her new-born 
suckling ce and roams over the mountain slopes 
and grassy vales seeking | pasture, and then the lion 


comes to his lair.and upon the two lets loose a 





cruel doom, so will Odysseus let loose a cruel doom 
upon these men. I would, O father Zeus, and Athene, 
and Apollo, that in such strength, as when once in fair- 
stablished Lesbos he rose up and wrestled a match 
with Philomeleides and threw him mightily, and all 
the Achaeans rejoiced, even in such strength Odysseus 
might come among the wooers; then should they all 
find swift destruction and bitterness in their wooing. 
But in this matter of which thou dost ask and entreat 
me, verily I will not swerve aside to speak of other 
things, nor will I deceive thee; but of all that the 
unerring old man of the sea told me, not one thing 


TOI 
VOL, II. M 


HOMER 


nA e 239) / POE ,9 BA -/ 
ph pov Oy ev vio@ Welw KpaTep aye EvorTA, 

/ > id a“ ef i > / 
vuudns ev peyapotoct Kadrvurbots, 9 piv avayKn 
3S) € 5) b / A oO a Ch t 
ioxer: 0 & ov dvvatas vy TaTpioa yatav ikea Oat. 

n \ n 
Ov yap OL Tapa Ves ETHpEeTMOL Kal ETALpOL, 
, lal j , b] 

of Kev pv TépTroLev eT Evpéa VOTA Daddaons. 

é oh. / 
““Os ébar “Atpeldns, doupixrertos Mevenaos. 
lal / ip fh 

TaDTA TEeNEUTHCAS VedUNVv' ESocaY OE LoL OVPOV 
b) / i elo , P) a 4 99 
aOavatot, ToL w @Ka hiAHV és TaTpLO EéeTrEprray. 
ca / a S YA a \ aN 1@ v 
Os dato, T7 & apa Gvpov evi ornPecouw Opie. 
wi s 
Toiat b€ Kal peTéerTrEe OeoxAvpevos Oeoedys* 
°O, yuvat atdoin Aaeptiabew ‘Oduaios, 
5 PEIN Bacall / 5 ee \ 7 a 
7) ToL Oy Ov cada oidev, éueto dé avvOEo muDoV 
9 7 
ATpEeKéws yap ToL pavTEevVaOmaL OVO éTLKEVTO. 
n A an if 
iat vov Levs pata Cewv, Eevin Te tpamela 
€ 4 2 3 nd ag b) f A b) lA 
iatin tT Odvaonjos auvuovos, iv adixava, 
e. 8 08 \ As 2 ‘Ss fr 
os 4 ToL Oducevs non év TaTpLoLe yatn, 
3 ¢, f 
Hmevos 7) EpTav, TadE TEVOOMEVOS KAKA Epya, 
ue i | 
eoTev, ATAP pYNoTHpaL KAKOV TavTEaat HuTEveEl’ 
Tolov éywy otwvoy évagédXpov €Tl VNOS 
cf > - \ if b] 4 pb) 
Huevos Eppacaunv Kat Tnreuay@ éyey@vevr. 
\ 3 i) J fi . 
Tov & atte mpocéetre rwepidpov IInverdorera’ 
66 At \ fa) n PSP , : ey) 
t yap tovTo, Eetve, Eros TeTeAEopEVvOY Ein: 
5 etd ins durérnrd re worrd Te ba 
T@ KE TAYA yvolns PirXOTYNTA TE TONAG Te O@PAa 
b) nA e 7 id ‘ ’ 
é& €wev, ws av TIS o€ TUVAYTOMEVOS MaKaplfo. } 
SO ¢ \ fa) \ 5 / ? td 
S$ Ol MEV TOLAVTA TPOS AXANAOUS AyopEvO?Y, 
lal ‘ nm 
pvnotihpes d€ tapoilev ‘Odvaaios peyapoto 
, f } 
dicxotow TépTrovTo Kal aiyavénow LévTes, 
11 ? 
1 Lines 150-65 were rejected in antiquity. 
162 ~ 














THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 142-168 


will I hide from thee or conceal. He said that he 
had seen Odysseus in an island in grievous distress, 
in the halls of the nymph Calypso, who keeps him 
there perforce. And he cannot come to his own 
native land, for he has at hand no ships with oars, 
and no comrades, to send him on his way over the 
broad back of the sea.’ _ 

«So spoke Menelaus, son of Atreus, the famous 
spearman. Now when I had made an end of all this 
I set out for home, and the immortals gave me a 
| fair wind and brought me quickly to my dear native 
| land.” ; 
___ So he spoke, and stirred the heart in her breast. 
|. Then among them spoke also the godlike Theocly- 
_ menus, saying: 

' © Honoured wife of Odysseus, son of Laertes, he 


| truly has no clear understanding ; but do thou hearken 


| to my words, for with certain knowledge will I pro- 

_ phesy to thee, and will hide naught. Be my witness 
| Zeus above all gods, and this hospitable board and the 
| hearth of noble Odysseus to which I am come, that 


verily Odysseus is even now in his native land, restin 
¥ 2 $ 


| or moving, learning of these evil deeds, and he is 





sowing the seeds of evil for all the wooers. So plain 
| a bird of omen did I mark as [ sat on the benched 
) ship, and I declared it to Telemachus.”’ 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “Ah, stranger, 
I would that this word of thine might be fulfilled. 
Then shouldest thou straightway know of kindness 
and many a gift from me, so that one who met thee 
would call thee blessed.” 

Thus they spoke to one another. And the wooers 
| meanwhile in front of the palace of Odysseus were 
| making merry, throwing the discus and the javelin 
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in a levelled place, as their wont was, in insolence of 
heart. But when it was the hour for dinner, and the 
flocks came in from all sides from the fields, and the 
men led them who were wont to lead, then Medon, 
who of all the heralds was most to their liking and 
was ever present at their feasts, spoke to them, 
‘saying : 

“ Youths, now that you have all made glad your 
hearts with sport, come to the house that we may 
make ready a feast ; for it is no bad thing to take 
one’s dinner in season.’ 

So he spoke, and they rose up and went, and 
hearkened to his word. And when they had come 
to the stately house they laid their cloaks on the 
chairs and high seats, and men fell to slaying great 
sheep and fat goats, aye, and fatted swine, and a 
heifer of the herd, and so made ready the meal. 
But Odysseus and the goodly swineherd were making 
haste to go from the field to the city; and the 
swineherd, a leader of men, spoke first, and said : 

‘Stranger, since thou art eager to go to the city 
to-day, as my master bade—though for myself | 
would rather have thee left here to keep the farm- 
stead ; but I reverence and fear him, lest hereafter 
he chide me, and hard are the rebukes of masters— 
come now, let us go. The day is far s spent, and soon 
thou wilt find it colder toward evening.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said: “I see, I give heed; this thou biddest one 
with understanding. Come, let us go, and be thou 
| my guide all the way. But give me a staff to lean 
| upon, if thou hast one cut anywhere, for verily ye 
__ said that the way was treacherous.” 
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He spoke, and flung about his shoulders his miser- 
able wallet, full of holes, slung by a twisted cord, 
and Eumaeus gave him a staff to his liking. So they 
two set forth, and the dogs and the herdsmen stayed 
behind to guard the farmstead ; but the swineherd 
led his master to the city'in the likeness of a woeful 
and aged beggar, leaning on a staff; and miserable 
was the raiment that he wore about his body. : 

But when, as they went along the rugged path, they 
were near the city, and had come to a weil-wrought, 
fair-flowing fountain, wherefrom the townsfolk drew 
water—this Ithacus had made, and Neritus, and 
Polyctor, and around was a grove of poplars, that 
grow by the waters, circling it on all sides, and down 
the cold water. flowed from the rock above, and on 
the top was built an altar to the nymphs where all 
passers-by made _offerings—there Melantheus, son of 
Dolius, met them as he was driving his she-goats, the 
best that were in all the herds, to make a feast for 
the wooers; and two herdsmen followed with him. 
As he saw them, he spoke and addressed them, and 
reviled them in terrible and unseemly words, and 
stirred the heart of Odysseus: 

“Lo, now, in very truth the vile leads the vile. 
As ever, the god is bringing like and like together. 
Whither, pray, art thou leading this filthy wretch, : 
thou miserable swineherd, this nuisance of a beggar 
to mar our feasts? He is a man to stand and rub 
his shoulders on many doorposts, begging for scraps, 
not for swords or cauldrons.? If thou wouldest give 
me this fellow to keep my farmstead, to sweep out 

1 The meaning of the word is uncertain. It is often 
rendered ‘‘ gluttonous ” 


2 i.e. for such gifts as were ordinarily given to princely 
guests. 
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the pens and to carry young shoots to the kids, then 
by drinking whey he might get himself a sturdy 
thigh. But since he has learned only deeds of evil, 
he will not care to busy himself with work, but is 
minded rather to go skulking through the land, that 
by begging he may feed his insatiate belly. But | 
will speak out to thee, and this word shall verily be 
brought to pass. If he comes to the palace of divine 
Odysseus, many a footstool, hurled about his head by 
the hands of those that are men, shall be broken on 
his ribs! as he is pelted through the house.” 

| So he spoke, and as he passed he kicked Odysseus 
_ on the hip in his folly, yet he did not drive him 
| from the path, but he stood steadfast. And Odysseus 
| pondered whether he should leap upon him and take 


| his life with his staff, or seize him round about,? and 


ti lift him up, and dash his head upon the ground. Yet 
| he endured, and stayed him from his purpose. And 
the swineherd looked the man in the face, and re- 
buked him, and lifted up his hands, and prayed aloud: | 
-_ « Nymphs of the fountain, daughters of Zeus, if 
| ever Odysseus burned upon your_altars pieces of the 
| thighs of lambs or kids, wrapped in rich fat, fulfil for 
| me this prayer; grant that he, my master, may come 
back, and that some god may guide him, Then 
would he scatter all the proud_airs which now thou 
puttest on in thy insolence, ever roaming about the 
city, while evil herdsmen destroy the flock.” 

Then Melanthius, the goatherd, answered him: 


|. “Lo now, how the cur talke, his i full of mischief. 





Him will I some day take on a black, benched ship 


r Or, reading mAeupa T, ‘*shall bang about his head and on 
his ribs.” 
| * The only thing certain about this obscure word seems to 
| __ be the preposition. 3 
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far from Ithaca, that he may bring me in much 
wealth. Would that Apollo, of the silver bow, might 
smite Telemachus to-day in the halls, or that he might 
be slain by the wooers, as surely as for Odysseus ina 
far land the day of return has been lost.”’ 

So saying, he left them there, as they walked 
slowly on, but himself strode forward and right 
swiftly came to the palace of the king. Straightway 
he entered in and sat down among the wooers over 
against Eurymachus, for he loved him best of all. 
Then by him those that served set a portion of meat, 
andthe grave housewife brought and set before him 
bread, for him to eat. And Odysseus and the goodly 
swineherd halted as they drew nigh, and about them 
rang the sound of the hollow lyre, for Phemius was 
striking the chords to sing before the wooers. Then 
Odysseus clasped the swineherd by the hand, and 


| said: 


« Kumaeus, surely this is ‘the beautiful house: of 
Odysseus. Easily might it be known, though seen — 
among many. (There is building upon building/ and 


| the court is built with wall and coping, and the 





double gates are well-fenced; no man may scorn 
it. And I mark that in the house itself many men 
are feasting: for the savour of meat arises from it, 
and therewith resounds the voice of the lyre, which 
the gods have made the companion of the feast.”’ 

To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
answer, and say: “Easily hast thou marked it, for 
in all things thou art ready of wit. But come, let us 
take thought how these-things shall be. Either do: 
thou go first into the stately palace, and enter the 
company of the wooers, and I will remain behind 
here, or, if thou wilt, remain thou here and I will 
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go before thee. But do not thou linger long, lest 
/ some man see thee without and pelt thee or smite 
) thee. Of this I bid thee take thought.” 

- Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus an- 
swered him: “I see, I give heed: this thou biddest 
one with understanding. But go thou before, and I 
will remain behind here; for no whit unused am I to 
blows and peltings. Staunch is my heart, for much 


| evil have I suffered amid the waves and in war ; let 


this too be added to what has gone before. But a 
ravening belly may no man hide, an accursed plague 
that brings many evils upon men. Because of it are 


. the benched ships also made ready, that bear evil to 
| foemen over the unresting sea.”’ 


_.. Thus they spoke to one another. And a hound 
| that lay there raised his head and pricked up his ears, 


' Argos, the hound of Odysseus, of the steadfast heart, 


| whom of old he had himself bred, but had no joy of 
| him, for ere that he went to sacred Ilios. In days 
past the young men were wont to take the hound to 
hunt the wild goats, and deer, and hares; but now 
he lay neglected, his master gone, in the deep dung 


_ of mules and cattle, which lay in_heaps before the 


doors, till the slaves of Odysseus should take it away 


| to dung his wide lands. ‘There lay the hound Argos, 








full of vermin; yet even now, when he marked 
Odysseus standing near, he wagged his tail and 
dropped both his ears, but. nearer to his master he 
had no longer strength to move. Then Odysseus 
looked aside and wiped away a tear, easily hiding 
from Eumaeus what he did; and straightway he 
questioned him, and said: — 

© Kumaeus, verily it is strange that this hound lies 
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i) here in the dung. He is fine of form, but I do not 
i) clearly know whether he has speed of foot to match 
) this beauty or whether he is merely as table-dogs 
are, which their masters keep for_show.”’ 

To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou make 
answer and say: “Aye, verily this is the hound of a 
man that has died in a far land. If he were but in 
form and in action such as he was when Odysseus 
left him and went to Troy, thou wouldest soon be 
amazed at seeing his speed and his strength. No 
creature that he started in the depths of the thick 
! wood could escape him, and in tracking too he was 

keen of scent. But now he is in evil plight, and 
| his master has perished far from his native land, 
| and the heedless women give him no care. Slaves, 
-when their masters lose their power, are no longer 
| minded thereafter to do honest service: for Zeus, 
iF whose voice is borne afar, takes away half his worth 
from a man, when the day of slavery comes upon 
him.” 
| So saying, he entered the stately house and went 
| straight to the hall to join the company of the lordly 
| wooers. But as for Argos, the fate of black death 
| seized him straightway when he had seen Odysseus 
| in the twentieth year. 

Now as the swineherd came through the hall god- 
like Telemachus was far the first to see him, and 
quickly with a nod he called him to, his side. And 
_ Eumaeus looked about him and took a stool that 
| Jay near; on which the carver was wont to sit when 
| carving for the wooers the many joints of meat, as 
| they feasted in the hall. This he took and placed at 
| the table of Telemachus, over against him, and there 
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_ sat down himself. And a herald took a portion of 
meat and set it before him, and bread from out the 
basket. 

Nigh after him Odysseus entered the palace in the 
likeness of a woeful and aged beggar, leaning on a 
staff, and miserable was the raiment that he wore 
about his body. He sat down upon the ashen thresh- 
old within the doorway, leaning against a post of 
cypress wood, which of old a carpenter had skilfully 
planed, and made straight to_the line. Then Tele-— 
machus called the swineherd to him, and, taking a 
whole loaf from out the beautiful basket, and all the 
meat his hands could hold in their grasp, spoke to 


| him, saying: 


- Take, and give this mess to yon stranger, and bid 


_ him go about himself and beg of the wooers one and 
| all. Shame is no good comrade for a man that is in 


need.” 


So he spoke, and the swineherd went, when he © | 


| had heard this saying, and coming up to Odysseus 
| spoke to him winged words: 
“Stranger, Telemachus gives thee these, and bids 
| thee go about and beg of the wooers one and all. 
_ Shame, he says, is no good thing in a beggar man.’ 

| Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said, “ King Zeus, grant, I pray thee, that Telemachus 
may be blest among men, and may have all that his 
heart desires.’ 

He spoke, and took the mess in both his hands 

| and set it down there before his feet on his miserable 

| wallet. Then he ate so long as the minstrel sang 
| in the halls. But when he had dined and the divine 


| minstrel was ceasing to sing, the wooers broke into 





| uproar throughout the halls; but Athene drew close 


177 
VOL, Il. N 


HOMER: 


» / s 05 As 
ayxe Tapiataweyy has O vara 
OTP’; @S av Tupvar KATA pone ripas ayelpot, 
yvotn 0 ot TUves elo évatolmot ol T ad euorou 
aXN ovd ws TLY EWEAN aTrareEnoeL KAKOTNTOS. 
an a / ea ATA b dé a v4 
8H O tev artnowy evdeEta WTA ExacTOD, 
a 3 f \ 
TAVTOCE YELP OPeyWV, WS EL TTWYOS TAAL EL7. 
e oi aN 4 Oto \ 2A f b] f 
ot & éXeatpovtes didocay, Kal €OauBeov avtor, 
, f 
aXANdOUS T ElpovTO Tis Ein Kal TODEY ENOL. . 
n \ f j ld a 
Totos d€ kat petéectre MedXdvO105, aitroAos aiyav: 
“ Kéxruté ev, pynoThnpes ayaxretns Bactdelns, © 
A , 9 VA : 
Tovee Trept Eeivou' 7 yap wiv mpoalev OTT@TA. 
5 aA V4 f 
7) TOL ev Ob OevPO TUBMHTNS HYyEmovever, 
oaN b) b , 5 / , A 3 ”? 
avTov o ov cada oida, 7 oO ev ryevas evyeTat elvas. 
“o "A S | 
S epar , Avtivoos 6 érrecuv veikecoe cuBorny 
5 
ae) apiryvore cvBara, Tin 6€ ov TOvde TOALVE 
NYAYES; 1) OVX Arts Huy AAnmoves etot Kal AXXO, 
imac $ 
/ a Las 
mT oXOL dvinpot, OaLT@V aTOAUMaYTHPES 5 
7 Ovooal OTL TOL Biorov KATEOOUGLY AVAKTOS 
evOd8 aryerpomevol, oV O€ Kal TpoTL TOV éxddecoas | 
Tov &§ drraperBopevos mpocédns, Kipace cvBdtah 
66 >) / 3 3 \ \ Wee! \ aN > : / 
AvTivo, ov mev Kaa Kal €ecOXOS EwV ayopeEvers: 
\ \ val a SX 
Tis yap 61 Eetvoy KaXel AANOVEV adTos émeNO@v 
bY ’ > \ a A Ndr 
aNAov y, €l Ln TOV Ol SNMLOEpYoOL Eact, 
3 2 oA las 4 
MAVTLY } LNTHPA KAKWV h TEXTOVA OOvPOD, 










i) Kat Oéory aovdor, 6 Kev TépTrnow aetdwr; 
ovTOL yap KAayTOL ye Bpotav ér drretpova yatay 
TT OXOV S ovK av Tis Kadéot Tpvgovra & € avTov. 
GNX’ atel YadeTrOs Tepl TdavT@V eis "YNETHPOV 
178 7 : 


‘* 








THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 361-388. 


to the side of Odysseus, son of Laertes, and roused 
him to go among the wooers and gather bits of bread, 
and learn which of them were righteous and which 
lawless. Yet even so she was not minded to save 
one of them from ruin. So he set out to beg of 
every man, beginning on. the right,. stretching out 
his hand on every side, as is though he had been long 
a beggar. And they pitied him and gave, and mar- 
velled at him, asking one another who he was and 
whence he came. 

Then among them spoke Melanthius, the goat- 
herd: “ Hear me, wooers of the glorious queen, re- 
garding this stranger, for verily I have seen him © 
before. Truly it was the swineherd that led him 
hither, but of the man himself I know not surely 
from whence he declares his birth to be.” 

So he spoke, and Antinous rebuked the swineherd, 
saying: ‘Notorious swineherd, why, pray, didst 
thou bring this man to the city? Have we not 
vagabends enough without him, nuisances of beggars 
to mar our feasts? Dost thou not think it enough 
that they gather here and devour the substance of 
thy master, that thou dost bid this fellow too?”’ 

To him then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou 
make answer, and say: “ Antinous, no fair words are 
these thou speakest, noble though thou art. Who, 
pray, of himself ever seeks out and bids a stranger 
_ from abroad, unless it be .one of those that are 
{masters of some public craft] a prophet, or a healer 
of ills, or a builder, aye, or a divine minstrel, who | 
gives delight with his song? For these men are 
bidden all over the boundless earth. Yet a beggar 
would no man bid to_be burden to himself. But 
thou art ever harsh above all the wooers to the 
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slaves of Odysseus, and most of all to me; yet I 
care not, so long as my lady, the constant Penelope, 
lives Ta the hall, and godlike Telemachus.”’ 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Be silent ; 
do not, I bid thee, answer yonder man with many 
words, for Antinous is wont ever in evil wise to pro- 
voke to anger with harsh words, aye, and urges on 
| the others too.” : 
| . With this he spoke winged words to Antinous: 
“ Antinous, truly thou carest well for me, as a father | 
for his son, seeing that thou biddest me drive yonder | 
stranger from the hall with a word _of L_of compulsion: 
_ May the god never bring such a thing to pass. Nay, 
take and give him somewhat: I begrudge it not, 
but rather myself bid thee give. In this matter 
ig hey not my mother, no, nor any of the slaves that. 
| are in the house of divine Odysseus. But verily far 
other is the thought in thy breast; for thou art far 
more fain thyself to eat than to give to another.” 
| Then Antinous answered him, and said: “Tele- 
} machus, thou braggart, unrestrained in daring, what 
| a thing hast thou said ! If all the wooers would but 
| hand him as much as I, for full three months’ space 
}/ this house would keep him at a distance.” 

So he spoke, and seized the footstool on which he 
was wont to rest his shining feet as he feasted, and 
) -shewed it from beneath the table, where it lay. But. 
all the rest gave gifts, and filled the wallet with 
bread and bits of meat. And now Odysseus was 
like to have gone back again to the threshold, and 
to have made trial of the Achaeans without cost,! but 
he paused by Antinous, and spoke to him, saying : 

1 7.e. to have tested their generosity with impunity. 
| Others render, less in accordance with Homeric usage, 
| “‘ was about to taste of the bounty of the Achaeans.” = 
i. I 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 415-442 


“Friend, give me some gift ; thou seemest not in 
my eyes to be the basest of the Achaeans, but rather 
the noblest, for thou art like a king. Therefore it is 
meet that thou shouldest give even a better portion 
of bread than the rest; so would I| make > thy fame 
known all over the boundless earth. “For I too once 
dwelt in a house of my own among men, a rich man 
in a wealthy house, and full often I gave gifts toa 
wanderer, whosoever he was and with whatsoever 
need he came. Slaves too I had past counting, and 
all other things in abundance whereby men live well 
and are reputed wealthy. But Zeus, son of Cronos, 
brought all to naught—so, I ween, was his good 
pleasure—who sent me forth with roaming pirates to 
go to Egypt, a far voyage, that I might meet my 
ruin ; and in the river Aegyptus I moored my curved 
ships. Then verily I bade my trusty comrades to 
_remain there by the ships and to guard the ships, and 
I sent out scouts to goto places of outlook. But my 
comrades, yielding to wantonness and led on by their 
own might, straightway set about wasting the fair 
fields of the men of Egypt ; and they carried off the 
women and little children, and slew the men; and 
the cry came quickly to the city. Then, hearing 
the shouting, the people came forth at break of day, 
and the whole plain was filled with footmen and 
chariots and the flashing of bronze. And Zeus, who 
hurls the thunderbolt, cast an evil panic upon my 
comrades, and none had courage to take his stand 
and face the foe; for evil surrounded us on every 
side. So then they slew many of us with the sharp 
bronze, and others they led up to their city alive, to 
work for them perforce. But they gave me to 
a friend who met them to take to Cyprus, even to 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 443-467 


Dmetor, son of Iasus, who ruled mightily over Cyprus ; 
and from thence am I now come hither, sore 
distressed.”’ 

Then Antinous answered him, cad said: “ What 
god has brought this bane hither to trouble our 
feast? Stand off yonder in the midst, away from my 
table, lest thou come presently to a bitter Egypt and 
a bitter Cyprus, seeing that thou art a bold and 
shameless beggar. ‘Thou comest up to every man in 
turn, and they give recklessly; for there is no re- 
straint or scruple in giving freely of another’s goods, 
since each man has plenty beside him.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles drew back, and said 
to him: “ Lo, now, it seems that thou at least hast 
not wits to match thy beauty. Thou wouldest not 
out of thine own substance give even a grain of salt 
to thy suppliant, thou who now, when sitting at 
another’s table, hadst not the hee to take of the 
bread and give me aught. Yet here lies plenty at 
thy hand.” 

So he spoke, and Antinous waxed the more wroth 
at heart, and with an angry glance from beneath 
his brows spoke to him winged words : 

“Now verily, methinks, thou shalt no more go 
forth from the hall in seemly fashion, since thou dost 
even utter words of reviling.”’ 

So saying, he seized the footstool and flung it, and 
struck Odysseus on the base of the right shoulder, 
where it joins the back. But he stood firm as a 
rock, nor did the missile of Antinous make him reel ; 
but he shook his head in silence, pondering evil in 
the deep of his heart. Then back to the threshold 
he went and sat down, and down he laid his well- 
filled wallet ; and he spoke among the wooers: 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 468-494 


“Hear me, wooers of the glorious queen, that I 
may say what the heart in my breast bids me. Verily 
there is no pain of heart nor any grief when a man is 
smitten while fighting for his own possessions, 
whether for his cattle or for his white sheep; but 
Antinous has smitten me for my wretched belly’s 
sake, an accursed plague that brings many evils upon 
men. Ah, if for beggars there are gods and avengers, 
may the doom, of death come upon Antinous before 
his marriage.’ 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, answered him : 
“Sit still, and eat, stranger, or_go elsewhere ; lest the 
young men drag ‘thee by hand_or foot through the 
house for words like these, and| strip off all thy skin.” 

So he spoke, but they all were filled with exceed- 
ing indignation, and thus would one of the proud 
youths speak : 

« Antinous, thou didst not well to strike the 
wretched wanderer. Doomed man that thou art, 
what if haply he be some god come down from 
heaven! Aye,and the gods in the guise of strangers 
from afar put on all manner of shapes, and visit the 
cities, beholding the So. and the righteousness 
of men. 

So spoke the wooers, But Antinous paid no heed to 
their words. And Telemachus nursed in his heart 
great grief for the smiting, though he let no tear fall 
from his eyelids to the ground; but he shook his 
head in_silence, pondering evil in the deep of his 
heart. 

Howbeit when wise Penelope heard of the man’s 
being smitten in the hall, she spoke among her 
handmaids, and said: “ Even so may thine own self 
be smitten by the famed archer Apollo.” 
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THE’ ODYSSEY, XVII. 495-524 


And again the housewife Kurynome said to her: 
* Would that fulfilment might be granted to our 
prayers. So should not one of these men come to 
the fair-throned Dawn.” 

And wise Penelope answered her: “ Nurse, enemies 
are they all, for they devise evil. But Antinous more 
than all is like black fate. Some wretched stranger 
roams through the house, begging alms of the men, for 
want compels him, and all the others filled his wallet 
and gave him gifts, but Antinous flung a footstool 
and smote him at the base of the right shoulder.” 

So she spoke among her handmaids, sitting in her 
chamber, while goodly Odysseus was at meat. Then 
she called to her the goodly swineherd, and said : 

“Go, goodly Kumaeus, and bid the stranger come 
hither, that I may give him greeting, and ask him if 
haply he has heard of Odysseus of the steadfast heart, 
_ or has seen him with his eyes. He seems like one 
~ that has wandered far.”’ 

To her, then, swineherd EKumaeus, didst thou make 
answer, and say: “‘I would, O queen, that the Achae- 
ans would keep silence, for he speaks such words as 
would charm thy very soul. Three nights I had him 
by me, and three days I kept him in my hut, for to 
me first he came when he fled by stealth from a ship, 
but he had not yet ended the tale of his sufferings. 
Even as when a man gazes upon a minstrel who 
sings to mortals songs of longing that the gods have 
taught him, and their desire to hear him has no end, 
whensoever he sings, even so he charmed me as he 
sat in my hall. He says that he is an ancestral friend 
of Odysseus, and that he dwells in Crete, where is 
the race of Minos. From thence has he now come 
on this journey hither, ever suffering woes as he 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 525-552 


wanders on and on. And he-insists. that he has 
heard tidings of Odysseus, near at hand in the rich 
land of the Thesprotians and yet alive; and he is 
bringing many treasures to his home.”’ 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “Go, call him 
hither, that he may himself tell me to my face. But 
as for these men, let them make sport as they sit in 
the doorway or here in the house, since their hearts 
are merry. For their own possessions lie untouched 
in their homes, bread and sweet wine, and on these 
do their servants feed. But themselves throng our 
-house day after day, slaying our oxen, and sheep, 
and fat goats, and keep revel and drink the flaming 
wine recklessly, and havoc is made of all this wealth, 
for there is no man here such as Odysseus was to 
keep ruin from the house. But if Odysseus should 
come and return to his native land, straightway 
would he with his son take vengeance on these men 
for their violent deeds.”’ 

So she spoke, and Telemachus sneezed loudly, and 
all the room round about echoed wondrously. And 
Penelope laughed, and straightway spoke to. Eu- 
maeus winged words: 

*“‘ Go, pray, call the stranger here before me. Dost 
thou not note that my son has sneezed at all my 
words. Therefore shall utter death fall upon the 
wooers one and all, nor shall one of them escape 
death and the fates. And another thing will I tell ” 
thee, and do thou lay it to heart. If I find that 
he speaks all things truly, I will clothe him in a 
cloak and tunic, fair raiment.” 

So she spoke, and the swineherd went when he 
had heard this saying; and coming up to Odysseus 
he spoke to him winged words: 
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| many woes. And if she finds that thou speakest all 


THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 553-580 
«Sir stranger, wise Penelope calls for thee, the 
mother of Telemachus, and her heart bids her make 


enquiry about her husband, though she has suffered 


things truly, she will clothe thee in a cloak and 


tunic, which thou needest most of all. As for thy 


food, thou shalt beg it through the land, and feed 
thy belly, and whoso will shall give it thee.” | 
_ Then the much-enduring goodly Odysseus answered 
him: “ Eumaeus, soon will I tell all the truth to the 
daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope. For well do I 
know of Odysseus, and in common have we borne 


| affliction. But I have fear of this throng of harsh 








| wooers, whose wantonness and violence reach the 
| iron heaven. For even now, when, as I was going 


through the hall doing no evil, this man struck me 
and hurt me, neither Telemachus nor any other did 


f aught to ward off the blow. Wherefore now bid 


Penelope to wait in the halls, eager though she be, 
till set of sun; and then let her ask me of her hus- 
band regarding the day of his return, giving me a 
seat nearer the fire, for lo, the raiment that I wear is 
mean, and this thou knowest of thyself, for to thee 
first did I make my prayer.’ 

So he spoke, and the swineherd went when he 
had heard this saying. And as he passed over the 
threshold Penelope said to him: 

“Thou dost not bring him, Eumaeus. What does 
the wanderer mean by this? Does he fear some one 
beyond measure, or does he idly feel ashamed in the 
house? ‘Tis ill for a beggar to feel shame.” 

To her, then, swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou 
make answer and say: “ He speaks rightly, even | 
as any other man would deem, in seeking to shun 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVII. 581-606 


the insolence of overweening men. But he bids 
thee to wait till set of sun. And for thyself, too, 
it is far more seemly, O queen, to speak to the 
stranger alone, and to hear his words.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “ Not without 
wisdom is the stranger; he divines how it may be. 
There are no mortal men, methinks, who in wanton- 
ness devise such wicked folly as these.” 

_ So she spoke, and the goodly swineherd departed 

into the throng of the wooers when he had told her 
all. And straightway he spoke winged words to 
Telemachus, holding his head close to him that the 
others might not hear : 

“Friend, I am going forth to guard the swine and 
all things there, thy livelihood and mine; but have 
thou charge of all things here. Thine own self do 
thou keep safe first of all, and let thy mind beware 
lest some ill befall thee, for many of the Achaeans 
are devising evil, whom may Zeus utterly destroy 
before harm fall on us.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “So shall 
it be, father; go thy way when thou hast supped. 
And in the morning do Ante come and fous oe 
victims. But all matters here shall be a care to me 
and to the immortals.”’ 

So he spoke, and the swineherd sat down again on 
the polished chair. But when he had satisfied his 
_ heart with meat and drink, he went his way to the 
swine, and left the courts and the hall full of ban- 
queters. And they were making merry with dance 
and song, for evening had now come on. 
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BOOK XVIII 


Now there came up a public beggar who was 
wont to beg through the town of Ithaca, and was 


_known for his greedy belly, eating and drinking 


without end. No strength had he nor might, but 
in bulk was big indeed to look upon. Arnaeus was 
his name, for this name his honoured mother had 
given him at his birth; but Irus all the young men 
called him, because he used to run on errands! when 
anyone bade him. He came now, and was for driving 
Odysseus from his own house; and he began to revile 


him, and spoke winged words: 


“ Give way, old man, from the doorway, lest soon 
thou be even dragged out by the foot. Dost thou 
not see that all men are winking at me, and bidding 
me drag thee? Yet for myself, 1 am ashamed to do 
it. Nay, up with thee, lest our quarrel even come 
to blows.”’ 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows Odysseus of many wiles answered him: 
“Good fellow, I harm thee not in deed or word, 
nor do I begrudge that any man should give thee, 
though the portion he took up were a large one. 
This threshold will hold us both, and thou hast 
no need to be jealous for the goods of other folk. 
Thou seemest to me to be a vagrant, even as | 
am; and as for happy fortune, it is the gods that 

1 And is therefore compared to Iris, the messenger of 
Olympus, 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 20-46 


are like to give us that.! But with thy fists do not 
provoke me overmuch, lest thou anger me, and, old 
man thongh I am, I befoul thy breast and lips with 
blood. So should I have the greater peace to- 
morrow, for I deem not that thou shalt return a 
second time to the hall of Odysseus, son of Laertes.”’ 

Then, waxing wroth, the vagrant Irus said to him: 
““ Now see how glibly the filthy wretch talks, like an 
old kitchen-wife. But I will devise evil for him, 


smiting him left and right, and will scatter on the 


ground all the teeth from his jaws, as though he 
were a Swine wasting the corn. Gird thyself now, 
that these men, too, may all know our eee But 
how couldst thou fight with a younger man? 

Thus on the polished threshold before the pe 
doors they(stirred one another's rage right heartily, 
And the strong and mighty Antinous heard the two, 
and, breaking into a merry laugh, he spol spoke among 
the wooers : 

“Friends, never before has such a thing come to 
pass, that a god has brought sport like this to this , 
house. Yon stranger and Irus are provoking one 
another to blows. Come, let us quickly set them on.’ 

So he spoke, and they all sprang up laughing and 


gathered about the tattered beggars. And Antinous, 


son of Eupeithes, spoke among them, and said : 
“Hear me, ye proud wooers, that i may say some- 
what. Here at the fire are goats’ paunches lying, 
which we set there for supper, when we had filled 
them with fat and blood. Now whichever of the 
two wins and proves himself the better man, let him 


1 The thought is: we are both vagrants; whether either 
of us ever attains to a happier station in life, rests with the 
gods, who arbitrarily allot #ABos; cf. vi. 188 f. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 47-72 


n -rise and choose for himself which one of these he 











will. And furthermore he shall always feast with 
us, nor will we suffer any other beggar to join our 
company and beg of us.” 7 

So spoke Antinous, and his word was pleasing to 
them. Then with crafty mind Odysseus of many 
wiles spoke among them: 

*‘ Friends, in no wise may an old man that is over- 
come with woe fight with a younger. Howbeit m my 
belly, that worker of evil, urges me on, that I may 
be overcome by his blows. But come now, do you 
all swear to me a mighty oath, to the end that no 
man, doing a favour to Irus, may deal me a foul blow 
with heavy hand, and so by violence subdue me to 
this fellow.”’ 

So he spoke, and they all gave the oath not to 
smite him, even as he bade. But when they had 
sworn and made an end of the oath, among them 
spoke again the strong and mighty Telemachus: 

« Stranger, if thy heart and thy proud spirit bid 
thee beat off this fellow, then fear not thou any man 
of all the Achaeans, for whoso strikes thee shall 
have to fight with more than thou. Thy host am I, 
and the princes assent hereto, Antinous and Eury- 
machus, men of prudence both.”’ 

So he spoke, and they all praised his words. But 
Odysseus girded his rags about his loins and showed 
his thighs, comely and great, and his broad shoulders 
came to view, and his chest and mighty arms. And 
Athene drew nigh and made greater the limbs of 
the shepherd of the people. Then all the wooers 
marvelled exceedingly, and thus would one speak 
with a glance at his neighbour : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 73-97 


“Right soon shall Irus, un-Irused, have a bane 

of his own bringing, such a thigh does yon old man 
show from beneath his rags.’ 
_ $o they spoke, and the mind of Irus was miser- 
ably shaken; yet even so the serving men girded 
him, and led him out perforce all filled with dread, 
and his flesh trembled on his limbs. Then Antinous 
rated him and spoke, and addressed him : 

“ Better were it now, thou braggart, that thou 
wert not living, nor hadst ever been born, if thou 
quailest and art so terribly afraid of this fellow—-a 
man that is old and overcome by the woe that has 
come upon him. But I will speak out to thee, and 
this word shall verily be brought to pass. If this 
fellow conquers thee and proves the better man, I 
will fling thee into a black ship and send thee to the 
mainland to King Echetus, the maimer of all men, 
who will cut off thy nose arfd ears with the pitiless 
bronze, and will draw forth thy vitals and give them. 
raw to dogs to rend.” 

So he spoke, and thereat yet greater trembling 
seized the other’s limbs, and they led him into the 
ring and both men put up their hands. Then the 
much-enduring, goodly Odysseus was divided in mind 
whether he should strike him so that life should leave 
him even there as he fell, or whether he should deal 
him a light blow and stretch him on the earth. And, 
as he pondered, this seemed to him the better course, 
to deal him a light blow, that the Achaeans might 
not take note of him. Then verily, when they had put 
up their hands, Irus let drive at the right shoulder, 
but Odysseus smote him on the neck beneath the ear 
and crushed in the bones, and straightway the red 
blood ran forth from his mouth, and down he fell in 
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1 After line 111 some MSS. insert the line de dé Tis efmeoe 
vea@v bmepnvopedyTwy (= ii. 324), ‘* And thus would one of the | 
proud youths speak.” 

2 Lines 115-6 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 98-123 


') the dust with a moan, and he gnashed his teeth, 
/ kicking the ground with his feet. But the lordly 
wooers raised their hands, and were like to die with 
laughter. Then Odysseus seized him by the foot, 
and dragged him forth through the doorway until 
he came to the court and the gates of the portico. 
And he set him down and leaned him against the 
wall of the court, and thrust his staff into his hand 
and spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 

« Sit there now, and scare off swine and dogs, and 
do not thou be lord of strangers and beggars, miser- 
able that thou art, lest haply thou meet with some 
worse thing to profit withal.” 3 

He spoke, and flung about his shoulders his miser- 
able wallet, full of holes, (and slung by a twisted 
- cord.\ Then back to the threshold he went and sat 
down; and the woocers went within, laughing merrily, 


| and they greeted him, saying: 











“May Zeus grant thee, stranger, and the other 
immortal gods what thou desirest most, and the 
dearest wish of thy heart, seeing that thou hast 
made this insatiate fellow to cease from begging 
in the land. For soon shall we take him to the 
mainland to King Echetus, the maimer of all 
men.” 

So they spoke, and goodly Odysseus was glad at 
the word of omen. And Antinous set before him 
the great paunch, filled with fat and blood, and Am- 
phinomus took up two loaves from the basket and 
set them before him, and pledged him in a cup of 
gold, and said : ; : 

“ Hail, Sir stranger ; may happy fortune be thine 
in time to come, though now thou art the thrall of 
many sorrows.” 
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Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said : “ Amphinomus, verily thou seemest to me to 
be a man of prudence; and such a man, too, was thy 
father, for I have heard of his fair fame, that Nisus 
of Dulichium was a brave man and a wealthy, From 
him, they say, thou art sprung, and thou seemest a 
man soft of speech. Wherefore | will tell thee, and 
do thou give heed and hearken. Nothing feebler 
does earth nurture than man, of all things that on 
earth are breathing and moving. For he thinks that 
he will never suifer evil in time to come, so long as 
the gods give him prosperity and his knees are quick; 
but when again the blessed gods decree him sorrow, 
this too he bears in sore despite with steadfast heart ; 
for the spirit of men upon the earth is even such as 
the day which the father of gods and men brings upon 
them. For I, too, was once like to be prosperous 
among men, but many deeds of wantonness I wrought, 
yielding to my might and my strength, and trust- 
ing in my father and my brethren. Wherefore let 
no man soever be lawless at any time, but let him 
keep in silence whatever gifts the gods Piven: “AVE, 
for I see the wooers devising wantonness, wasting 
the wealth and dishonouring the wife of a man who, 
I tell thee, will not long be away from his friends | 
and his native land ; nay, he is very near. But may 


some god lead thee forth hence to thy home, and © 


mayest thou not meet him when he comes home to 
his dear native land. For not without bloodshed, 
methinks, will the wooers and he part one from the 
other when once he comes beneath his roof.’’ 

So he spoke, and pouring a libation, drank of the 
honey-sweet wine, and then gave back the cup into 
the hands of the marshaller of the people. But 
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E THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 153-181 
Amphinomus went through the hall with a heavy 
heart, bowing his head; for his spirit boded bane. 
Yet even so he did not escape his fate, but him, 
too, did Athene set in bonds so that he might be 
slain outright at the hands of Telemachus and by 
his spear. So he sat down again on the chair from 
which he had risen. es aug 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, put it in 
the heart of the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, 
to show herself to the wooers, that she might set 
their hearts a-flutter and win greater honour from 
her husband and her son than heretofore. Then 
_ she laughed a meaningless laugh and spoke, and 
addressed the nurse: 

« Hurynome, my heart longs, though it has never 
longed before, to show myself to the wooers, hateful . 
_ though they are. Also I would say a word to my son 
| + that will be for his profit, namely, that he should 

not consort ever with the overweening wooers, who 
speak him fair but have evil plans thereafter.”’ 

Then the housewife, EKurynome, spoke to her aS 
said : “ Aye, verily, child, all this hast thou spoken 
aright. Go, then, reveal thy word to thy son and: 
hide it not; but first wash thy body and anoint thy 
face, and go not as thou art with both cheeks stained 
with tears. Go, for it is ill to grieve ever without 
ceasing. For now, behold, thy son is of such an age, 
and it has been thy dearest prayer to the immortals 
to see him a bearded man.’ 

Then wise Penelope answered her again: “ Eury- 
nome, beguile me not thus in thy love to wash my 
body and anoint me with oil. All beauty of mine 
have the gods, that hold Olympus, destroy red since 
the day when my lord departed in the hollow ships. 
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But bid Autonoe and Hippodameia come to me, that 
they may stand by my side in the hall. Alone I 
will not go among men, for I am ashamed.” 

So she spoke, and the old woman went forth 
through the chamber to bear tidings to the women, 
and bid them come. 

Then again the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, took 
other counsel. On the daughter of Icarius she shed 
sweet sleep, and she leaned back and slept there on 
‘her couch, and all her joints were relaxed. And 
meanwhile the fair goddess was giving her im- 
mortal gifts, that the Achaeans might marvel at her. 
With balm! she first made fair her beautiful face, 
with balm ambrosial, such as that wherewith Cy- 
therea, of the fair crown, anoints herself when she 
goes into the lovely dance of the Graces; and she 
made her taller, too, and statelier to behold, and 
made her whiter than new-sawn ivory. Now when 
she had done this the fair goddess departed, and 
the white-armed handmaids came forth from the 
chamber and drew near with sound of talking. Then 
sweet sleep released Penelope, and she rubbed her 
cheeks with her hands, and said: 

« Ah, in my utter wretchedness soft slumber en- 
folded me. Would that pure Artemis would even 
now give so soft a death, that I might no more waste 
my life away with sorrow at heart, longing for the 
manifold excellence of my dear husband, for that he 
was pre-eminent among the Achaeans.” 

So saying, she went down from the bright upper 
chamber, not alone, for two, handmaids attended her. 
Now when: the fair lady reached the wooers she 


1 ““ kdAAei auBpociw appears to be used in a concrete sense, 


for some kind of paint or ointment.”” (Monro.) 
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stood by the doorpost of the well-built hall, holding 
before her face her shining veil; and a faithful hand- 
maid stood on either side of her. Straightway then 
the knees of the wooers were loosened and their 
hearts enchanted with love, and they all prayed, 
each that he might lie by her side. But she spoke 
to Telemachus, her dear son: 

“Telemachus, thy mind and thy thoughts are 
no longer steadfast as heretofore. When thou wast 
but a child thou wast wont to revolve in thy mind 
thoughts more cunning; but now that thou art 
grown and hast reached the bounds. of manhood, 
and wouldest be called a rich man’s son by one who 
looked only to thy stature and thy comeliness, being © 
himself a stranger from afar, thy mind and thy | 
thoughts are no longer right as before. What a 
thing is this that has been done in these halls, that 
thou hast suffered yon stranger to be so maltreated ! 
How now, if the stranger, while sitting thus in our 
house, should come to some harm through grievous ~ 
mishandling? On thee, then, would fall shame and 


disgrace among men.” 

en wise Telemachus answered her: “ My mother, 
in this matter I take it not ill that thou art filled 
with anger. Yet of myself I know in my heart and 
understand each thing, the good and the evil, whereas 
heretofore I was but a child. But I am not able to 
plan all things wisely, for these men here thwart my 
will, keeping by me, one on this side and one on that, 
with evil purpose, and I have none to help me. 
Howbeit, I can teil thee, this battle between the 
stranger and Irus fell not out according to the mind 
of the wooers, but the stranger proved the better 
man. I would, O father Zeus, and Athene, and 
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Apollo, that even now the wooers were thus sub- 
dued in our halls, and were hanging their heads, 
some in the court and some within the hall, and 
that each man’s limbs were loosened, even as Irus 
now sits yonder by the gate of the court, hanging 
his head like a drunken man, and cannot stand erect 
upon his feet, or go home to whatsoever place he is 
wont to go, because his limbs are loosened.”’ 

Thus they spoke to one another. But Eurymachus 
addressed Penelope, and said : 

*‘ Daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, if all the 
Achaeans throughout lasian Argos could see thee, 
even more wooers would be feasting in your halls 
from to-morrow on, for thou excellest all women in 
comeliness and stature, and in the wise heart within 
Lhees 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “EKurymachus, 
all excellence of mine, both of beauty and of form, 
the immortals destroyed on the day when the Ar- 
gives embarked for Ilios, and with them went my 
husband Odysseus. If he might but:come and watch 
over this life of mine, greater would be my ~ fame 
and fairer. But now I am in sorrow, so many woes 
has some god brought upon me. Verily, when he 
went forth and left his native land, he clasped my 
right hand by the wrist, and said: 

“<Wife, I deem not that the well- greaved Achaeans 
will all return from Troy safe and unscathed, for the 
Trojans, men say, are men of war, hurlers of the 
spear, and drawers of the bow, and drivers of swift 
horses, such as most quickly decide the great strife of 
equal war. Therefore I know not whether the god 
will bring me back, or whether I shall be cut off 
there in the land of Troy: so have thou charge of 
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all things here. Be mindful of my father and my 
mother in the halls even as thou art now, or yet 
more, while I am far away. But when thou shalt 
see my son a bearded man, wed whom thou wilt, 
and leave thy house.’ 

«So he spoke, and now all this is being brought to 
pass. The night shall come when a hateful marriage 
shall fall to the lot of me accursed, whose happiness 
Zeus has taken away. But herein has bitter grief 
come upon my heart and soul, for such as yours was 
never the way of wooers heretofore. "They who are 
fain to Se Tndly of worth and the daughter of a rich 
man and vie with one another, these bring of them- 
selves cattle and goodly flocks, a banquet for the 
friends of the bride, and give to her glorious gifts ; 
but they do not devour the livelihood of another 
without atonement.”’ 

So she spoke, and the much-enduring, goodly 
Odysseus was glad, because she drew from them 
gifts, and beguiled their souls with gentle words, but - 
her mind was set on other things. 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, spoke to her 
again, and said: “ Daughter of Icarius, wise Pene- 
lope, as for gifts, if any man of the Achaeans is minded 
to bring them hither, do thou take them; for it is 
not well to refuse a gift. But for us, we will go neither 
to our lands nor elsewhither, until thou weddest him 
whosoever is best of the Achaeans.”’ 

So spoke Antinous, and his word was pleasing to 
them, and each man sent forth a herald to bring 
his gifts. For Antinous he brought a large and 
beautiful robe, richly broidered, and in it were golden 
brooches, twelve in all, fitted with curved clasps. 
And a chain did another straightway bring to 
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Tov 0 aiaxpas evévite MeXavO@ Kaddrapynos, : 








ee 


1 The word popdevra is of wholly unknown significance. 
Various etymologies are given by Leaf on Jl. xiv. 183; see 
also Agar, Homerica, pp. 320 f.. The rendering given above 
assumes a connection with udpov, mulberry. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 296-321 


Kurymachus, one cunningly wrought of gold, strung 
with amber beads, bright as the sun. Ay pair of ear- 
‘rings his squires brought to Eurydamas, with three 
clustering! drops, and great grace shone therefrom. 
And out of the house of lord Perander, son of Polyctor, 
his squire brought a necklace, a jewel exceeding fair. 
So of the Achaeans one brought one fair gift and one 
another. But she thereafter, the fair lady, went up 


- to her upper chamber, and her handmaids bare for 








her the beautiful gifts. 

- But the wooers turned to dance and gladsome 
song, and made them merry, and waited for even- 
ing to come on. And as they made merry dark 
evening came upon them. Presently they set up 
three braziers in the hall to give them light, and 
round about them placed dry faggots, long since 
seasoned and hard, and newly split with the axe; 
and in the spaces between they set torches?; and_in 
turn the handmaids of Odysseus, of the steadfast 
heart, kindled the fame. T hen Zeus-born Odysseus, 
of many wiles, himself spoke paaone the maids, and 
said: 

“Maidens of Odysseus, that has long been gone, go 
to the chambers where your honoured queen abides, 
and twist the yarn by her side, and make glad her 
heart, as you sit in the chamber, or card the wool 
with your hands; but I will give light to all these 
men. For if they wish to wait for fair-throned 
Dawn, they shall in no wise outdo me. I am one 
that can endure much.” 

So he spoke, and the maids broke into a laugh, 
and glanced at one another. And fair-cheeked Me- 
lantho rated him shamefully, Melantho, whom Dolius 

2 Or possibly ‘“‘set among them (the faggots) burning 
pine-knots.” 
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@ppawwe hpeciv now, & p ovK atTéXeoTa YEevOrTO. 
Mvyorthpas 0 ov jTaymav ary yvopas ela “AOnvy 
eons iver Oar Ouparyéos, Opp ETL “aNDOV 
Sin adyos Kpadinv Aaeptiddew ‘Odvajos. 
1 Lines 330-2 were rejected by Aristarchus. - 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 322-348 


')  begot, but whom Penelope had reared and cherished 
as her own child, and gave her playthings 1 to her 
heart’s desire. Yet even so she had at heart no 
sorrow for Penelope, but she loved Eurymachus and 
was wont to lie with him... She then rated Odysseus 
with reviling words: 

“¢ Wretched stranger, thou art but a crack-brained 
fellow, unwilling to go to a smithy to sleep, or to a 
commen ee but pratest here continually, un- 
abashed in the company of many lords,-and hast no 
fear at heart. Surely wine has mastered thy wits, or 
else thy mind is ever thus, that thou dost babble idly. 
Art thou beside thyself because thou hast beaten 
that vagrant Irus? Beware, lest presently another 
better than Irus shall rise-up against thee to_beat 
thee about the head with heavy hands, and befoul 
thee with streams of blood, and send thee forth from 
the house.” 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows 
Odysseus of many wiles answered her: “ Presently 
shall I go yonder, thou shameless thing, and tell 
Telemachus, since thou speakest thus, that on the 
spot he may cut thee limb from limb.” 

So he spoke, ‘and with his words scattered the 
women, who fled through the hall, and the limbs of 
each were loosened beneath her a terror, for they 
thought that he spoke truth. But Odysseus took 
his stand by the burning braziers to give light, 
and looked upon all the men. Yet other things was 
the heart within him pondering—things that were 
not to be unfulfilled. 

But Athene would in no wise suffer the proud 
wooers to abstain from bitter outrage, that pain 
might sink yet deeper into the heart of Odysseus, 
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1 [ interpret this difficult passage as meaning, ‘‘ ‘There is 


something divine about this stranger, a radiance shines from 
him.” This thought is, however, straightway turned into 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 349-373 


son of Laertes. So among them Eurymachus, son 
of Polybus, began to speak, jeering at Odysseus, 
and making mirth for his companions : 

“Hear me, wooers of the glorious queen, that I 
may say what the heart in my breast bids me. Not 
without the will of the gods has this man come to 
the palace of Odysseus; in any case there is a glare 
of torches from him—from his head, for there is no 
hair on it, no, not_a trace.” } 

_ Therewith he called to Odysseus, sacker of cities : 
«Stranger, wouldest thou have a mind to serve for 
hire, if I should take thee into service on an outly- 
ing farm—thy pay shall be assured thee—gathering 
stones for walls, and planting tall trees? There would 
I provide thee with food the year through, and clothe 
_ thee with raiment and give thee sandals for thy feet. 
But since thou hast learned only deeds of evil, thou 
wilt not care to busy thyself with work, but art 
minded rather to go skulking through the land, that 
_ thou mayest have wherewith to feed thy insatiate 
belly.” : 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said: “ Kurymachus, I would that we two might 
have a match in working in the season of spring, 
when the long days come, at mowing the grass, I 
with a curved scythe in my hands and thou with 
another like it, and that the grass might be in plenty 
that so we might test our work, fasting till late 
evening. Or I would again that there were oxen 
to drive—the best there are, tawny and large, both 
well fed with grass, of like age and like power to 
bear the yoke, tireless in Peet and that there 


mockery, and the ‘‘ radiance” becomes but the gleam of the 
torches from the stranger’s bald head. 
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1 Line 393 is omitted in many MSS. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 374-400 


were a field of four acres, and the soil should yield 
before the plough: then shouldest thou see me, 
whether or no I could cut a straight furrow to the 
end. Or I would again that this day the son of 
Cronos might bring war upon us from whence he 
would, and I had a shield and two spears and a 
helmet all of bronze, that fitted well my temples: 
_ then shouldest thou see me mingling amid the fore- 
most fighters, and wouldest not prate, taunting me 
with this belly of mine. But right insolent art thou, 
and thy heart is cruel, and forsooth thou thinkest 
thyself to be some great man and mighty, because 
thou consortest with few men and weak. If but 
Odysseus might return, and come to his native land, 
soon would yonder doors, right wide though they are, 
prove all too narrow for thee in thy flight c out through 
the doorway.’ 

So he spoke, and Eurymachus waxed the more 
wroth at heart, and with an angry glance from 
beneath his brows spoke to him winged words :# 

“Wretch, presently will I work thee evil, that 
thou pratest thus, unabashed in the presence of 
many lords, and hast no fear at heart. Surely wine 
has mastered thy wits, or else thy mind is ever thus, 
that thou dost babble idly. Art thou beside thyself 
because thou hast beaten that vagrant Irus?” — 

So saying, he seized a footstool, but Odysseus sat 
down at the knees of Amphinomus of Dulichium, in 
fear of Eurymachus. And so Eurymachus struck a 
cup-bearer on the right hand, and the wine-jug fell 
to the ground with a clang, and the bearer groaned, 
and fell backwards in the dust. Then the wooers 
broke into uproar throughout the shadowy halls, and 
thus would one man speak with a glance at his 
neighbour : 


225 


WOl. 1. Q 


HOMER > si 


“Ail aperr o Eeivos ad@pevos AXA0P oréa Bar 
Tpiv éOeiv' TH K Ov TL TOTOV KEhaOOV peTEOnKe.! 


vov O€ Tepl TTWYOY €pLoaivomev, OVOE TL OALTOS 
ec Ors ExoeTat HOos, éTrEel TA YEepEelova ViKa. 
Toto d€ kai petéerh tepy ts Threuayxoto 
““Aatpovios, paiver be Kal ovKete KevOeTe Oup@ 
Bpetoy ovdé ToTHTAa’ Jed vu ros Opp opobuver. 
GX’ ev Oarodjuevor KaTaKelere OlKaO Lovres, 
ommote Oupos 4 dverye Sioxw & od Tw eyo ye.” 
“O—O 
Tac Oavpatov, ¢ 0 Oapaareas ayopeve. 
totow & "Apdivopos ayopycato Kal meTéerTre 
Nicov daldipuos vids, Apntiabao dvaxtos: * 
cet) Pirou, ovKk ay 6n TEs emt pnOevTe Oixat@ 
avTipiows € eTEET OL KabarT omevos Karen aivor: 
[LTE TL TOV feivov orupeni \iberTe ponte tly AaNXOV 
Suowv, of Kata Sonat Odvochos Oetoro. 
GAN ayeT , oivoyoos pev émapEda Ow Setrdecaowr, 
oppa OTELTAVTES Karanelopev olKad’ LovTes’ 
Tov Eeivov dé é@mev evi peydpous ‘Odua fos 
Tyrenaye@ pehenen’ Tov yap diXov ixeTo Sapa.” 
“Os hato, Totor 6€ Tact Eadota podov € C€LTTE. 
Totow o€ KpNTHpa kepdaoato Modnuos pws, 
Knpv& Aovarsryvevs’ Oepdtrav 0 Av “Apudivopoto: 
vounoev © apa Tac émiatadov: ot bé Oeotar 
TTELTAVTES MAKAPETOL TOV MEALNOE OiVOD. 
avTap évei ometody T émioy 8 daov HOE Oupos, 
Bav p ipevat xelovtes Ea pos SOpal Exactos. 


1 uweréOnxe Aristarchus : wedénne. ‘ 
2 Line 413 ( = xvi. 395) is omitted in most MSS. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XVIII. 401-428 


“Would that yon stranger had perished elsewhere 
on his wanderings or ever he came hither; then 
should he never have brought among us all this 
tumult. But now we are brawling about beggars, 
‘nor shall there be any joy in our rich feast, since 
worse things prevail.”’ 

Then among them spoke the strong and mighty 
Telemachus: “Strange sirs, ye are mad, and no 
longer hide that ye have eaten and drunk ; some god 
surely is moving you. Nay, now that you have well 
feasted, go to your homes and take your rest, when 
your spirits bid you. Yet do I drive no man forth.” 

So he spoke, and they all bit their lips, and 
marvelled at Telemachus, that he spoke boldly. But 
Amphinomus spoke, and addressed them—he was 
son of the noble prince Nisus, son of Aretias : 

‘“ Friends, no man in answer to what has been 
fairly spoken would wax wroth and make reply with 
wrangling words. Abuse not any more this stranger 
nor any one of the “slaves that are in the house of 
divine Odysseus. Nay, come, let the bearer pour 
drops for libation in the cups, that we may pour 
| libations, and go home to take our rest. As for this 
| stranger, let us leave him in the halls of Odysseus to 


| be cared for by Telemachus; for to his house has he 


| come.” 
_ So said he, and the words that he spoke were 


| pleasing to all, ~Then a bow! was mixed for them by 


4 the lord Mulius, a herald from Dulichium, who was 
| squire to Amphinomus. And he served out to all, 


| coming up to each in turn; and they made libations 


| tothe blessed gods, and drank the honey-sweet wine. 


} Then when they had made libations and had drunk 


“§ man to his own house, to take their rest. 





iq to their heart’s content, they went their way, each 


224 
Q 2! 


Hi 


\ id a b) 
Avtap o év peyadp@ vmedetteto Oto Odvacets, 
/ l tie reith / , 
pvnorTnpecat dovov cvv AOnvn pepunptCov 
> i J 
ainra o€ TnNéuayov érea TTEpOEVTA TPOTHVOA: 
cm / \ 7S 9 ee bé ” 
NNEMAKE, KON TEVYE aApHIA KATUEMEV ELT 
TaVvTa Man* avTap pynoeThpas padakots emréecot 
Tappacbat, OTe Kev TE METAAAWOW TOOEoVTES* 
ci a | n wih, b>] 5) \ 3 / ‘ la) ceed 
Kx xamvov KateOnk , émrel OUKETL TOLTLY EWKEL 
oia tote Tpoinvde ktmv KatédheTrev. Oducces, 


) \ t ee : N v4 > Oa ‘4 
ANNA KATHKLOTAL, OOTOY TUPOS LKET AUT. 


Len Tas otvwOévres, Epty aTHOAaVTES ev UV, - 
) / , / Me n 
ANAHAOUS TNWONTE KATALOYUYNTE TE OaiTa 

\ if a EN iN b) / of / 32 
Kal MVNTTUY: AUTOS yap éherXKETAaL aVdpAa TLONpOS. 

A / / Q\ ps ei , 

Os fato, Tyreuaxyos dé irw éremeiMeTo TaTpl, 








éx 0€ Kadecodpevos mpooepn Tpopoy Kupuxderay | 
“Mai’, aye On wor Epvéov evi peyapotge fereicma 

dppa kev és Odrapov KaTaPetouar évTea TaTpos | 

KANGA, Th MOL KATA OLKOY AKNOEA KATVOS ApepoEl 

TATPOS ATrOLYOMEVOLO’ ey@ OS ETL VHTLOS 1a. 
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BOOK XIX 


So goodly Odysseus was left behind. in the hall, 
planning wi e’said the slaying of the wooers, 
and he eee hay. spoke winged words to Tele- 
mach | 
aa acmachus, the weapons of war thou must needs 
lay away within one and all, and when the wooers 
miss them and question thee, thou must beguile 
them with gentle words, saying: ‘ Out of the smoke 
have I laid them, since they are no longer like those » 
which of old Odysseus left behind him, when he 
went forth to Troy, but are all befouled, so far as the 
breath of fire has reached them. And furthermore 
this greater fear has a god put in my heart, lest haply, 
when heated with wine, you may set a quarrel afoot 
among you, and wound one another, and so bring 
shame on your feast and on your wooing. For of 
itself does the iron draw a man to it.’”’ 

So he spoke, and Telemachus hearkened to his 
dear father, and calling forth the nurse Eurycleia, 
said to her: 

‘“ Nurse, come now, I bid thee, shut up the women 
in their rooms, while I lay away in the store-room the 
weapons of my father, the goodly weapons which all 
uncared-for the smoke bedims in the hall since my 
father went forth, and | was stilla child. But now I am 
minded to lay them away, where the breath of the 
fire will not come upon them.” 
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1 The xotmé, = about a quart, was the daily ration of corn 
or meal for a slave. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 21-46 


Then the dear nurse Eurycleia answered him: 
«« Aye, child, I would thou mightest ever take thought 
to care for the house and guard all its wealth. But 
come, who then shall fetch a light and bear it for 
thee, since thou wouldest not suffer the maids, who 
might have given light, to go before thee ?’”’ 


Then wise Jelemachus answered her; “This 
stranger here ; for I will suffer no man to be idle who 


touches my portion of meal,! even though he has 
come from afar.” = 

So he spoke, but her word remained unwinged, 
and she locked the doors of the stately hall. Then 
the two sprang up, Odysseus and his glorious son, 
and set about bearing within the helmets and the 
bossy shields and the sharp-pointed spears; and be- 
fore them Pallas Athene, bearing a golden lamp, 
madéa most beauteous—light:-Then Telemachus 
_ suddenty spoke to his father, and said : 
“ Father, verily this is a great marvel that my eyes 


ey ome God 1s within, one of those 


who hold-broad héavén.” ~~ 


en séus of many wiles answered him, and 


said : “Hush, check thy thought, and ask no question ;_. 
this, I tell thee, is the way of the gods that—hold— 





Olympus.—But do thou go and take thy rest and 
I will remain behind here, that I may stir yet more 
the minds of the maids and of thy mother; and she 
with weeping shall ask me of each thing separately.” 
_? weodduat is an obscure word which in ii. 424 (in the sing. ) 
denotes the socket in which the mast of a ship is set. Aris- 
tarchus took it to mean here ‘‘the spaces between the 
~columns” ; others ‘the spaces between the beams (panels).” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 47—72 


So he spoke, and Telemachus went forth through 
the hall by the light of blazing torches to go to 
his chamber to lie down, where he had heretofore 
been wont to rest, when sweet sleep came upon him. 
There now too he lay down and waited for the bright. 
Dawn. But goodly Odysseus was left behind in the 
hall, planning with Athene’s aid the slaying of the 
wooers. 

Then wise Penelope came forth from her ‘chamber 
like unto Artemis or golden Aphrodite, and for her 
they set by the fire, where she was wont to sit, a 
chair inlaid with spirals of ivory and silver, which of 
old the craftsman Icmalius had made, and had set 
beneath it a foot-stool for the feet, that was _part of 
the chair, and upon it a great fleece was wont to be 
Pi Ga this then wise Penelope sat down, and the 
white-armed maids came: forth from the women’s 
hall. These began to take away the abundant food, | 
the tables, and the cups from which the lordly men 
had been drinking, and they cast the embers from 
the braziers on to the floor, and piled upon the 
braziers fresh logs in abundance, to give light and 
warmth. 

But Melantho =e again a second time to rate 
Odysseus, saying: ‘ Stranger, wilt thou even now 
still be a plague to us through the night, roaming 
through the house, and wilt thou spy upon the 
women? Nay, get thee forth, thou wretch, and_be 
content with thy supper, or straightway shalt thou 
even be smitten with a torch, and so go forth.”’ 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his 
brows Odysseus of many wiles answered her: 
“Good woman, why, pray, dost thou thus assail 
me with angry heart? Is it because I am foul and 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 73-99 


wear mean raiment on my body, and beg through 
the land? Aye, for necessity compels me. Of such 
sort are beggars and vagabond folk. For I too 
once dwelt in a house of my own among mén, a 
rich man in a wealthy house, and full often] gave 
gifts to a wanderer, whosoever he was and with what- 
soever need tie came. Slaves too T-had past counting 
and all other things in’ abundance whereby men live 
well and are reputed wealthy. But Zeus, son of 
| Cronos, brought all_to naught ; coe I ween, _was_his- 
good pteasure- Wherefore, woman, , beware lest thou 
too someday tose all the glory whereby thou now hast 
excellence among the handmaids; lest perchance thy 
mistress wax wroth and be angry with thee, or 
Odysseus come home ; for there is yet room for hope. 
But if, even as it seems, he is dead, and is no more to 
return, yet now is his son by the favour of Apollo 
such as he was—even Telemachus. Him it escapes 
not if any of the women in the halls work wanton- 
: ness ; for he is no longer the child he was.” Uf, ier Nee 
| : o he spoke, and wise Penelope heard him; and | 
she rebuked the handmaid and spoke, and addressed v 
her: eee 

“ Be sure, thou bold and shameless thing, that thy —_. 
outrageous deed is in no wise hid from me, and with 
thine own head shalt thou wipe out its stain. Full 
well didst thou know, for thou hast heard it from my 
own lips, that I was minded to question the stranger 
in my halls concerning my husband; for I am sore 
distressed.” 

With this she spoke also to the housewife Eury- 
nome, and said: “‘ Kurynome, bring hither a chair 
and a fleece upon it, that the stranger may sit down 
and tell his tale, and listen to me; for I am fain to 
ask him of all things.” eas 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 1oo-128 


So she spoke, and Eurynome speedily brought a 
polished chair and set it in place, and on it cast a 
fleece. Then the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus 
sat down upon it, and the wise Penelope spoke first, 
and said : 

«Stranger, this question will I myself ask thee 

first. Who art thou among men, and from whence? 
Where is thy city, and where thy parents?” 
_ Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “ Lady, no one of mortals upon the boundless 
earth could find fault with thee, for thy fame goes 
up to the broad heaven, as does the fame of some 
blameless king, who with the fear of the gods in his 
heart, is lord over many mighty men, upholding 
justice ; and the black earth bears wheat and_ barley, 
and the trees are laden with fruit, the flocks bring 
forth young unceasingly, and the sea yields fish, all 
from his’ good leading ; and the people prosper under 
him. Wherefore question me now in thy house of 
all things else, but ask not concerning my race and 
my native land, lest thou fill my heart the more with 
pains, as I think thereon; for I am a man of many 
sorrows. Moreover it is not fitting that I should sit 
weeping and wailing in another’s house, {or it is ill 
to grieve ever without ceasing./ I would not that one 
of thy maidens or thine own Self be vexed with me, 
and say that I swim _in tears because my mind is 
heavy with wine.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “ Stranger, 
all excellence of mine, both of beauty and of form, 
‘the immortals destroyed on the day when the Argives 
embarked for Ilios, and with them went my husband, 
Odysseus. If he might but come, and watch over 
this life of mine, greater would be my fame and fairer. 
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1 Lines 180-3 (cf. 1. 245-6 and xvi. 122-3) were rejected 
by Aristarchus. 
2 Line 153 (= xxiv. 143; cf. x. 470) is omitted in many MSS. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 129-156 


But now I am in sorrow, so many woes has some god 
brought upon me. For all the princes who hold 
sway over the islands—Dulichium and Same and 
wooded Zacynthus—and those who dwell around in 
clear-seen Ithaca itself, all these woo me against my 
will, and. lay waste my house. Wherefore I_pay no 
heed to strangers or to suppliants or in any wise to 
heralds, whose trade is a public one; but in longing 
for Odysseus I waste my heart away. So these men 
urge on my matriage, and I wind a skein of wiles. 
First some god breathed the thought in my heart to 
set up a great web in my halls and fall to weaving a 
robe—fine of thread was the web and very wide ; 
and I straightway spoke among them: : 

““« Young men, my wooers, since goodly Odysseus 
is dead, be patient, though eager for my marriage, 
until I finish this robe—-I would not that my spinning 
should come to naught—a shroud for the lord Laertes 
against the time when the fell fate of grievous death 
shall strike him down ; lest any one of the Achaean 
women in the land should be wroth with me, if he 
were to lie without a shroud, who had won great 
possessions.’ | 

“So I spoke, and their proud hearts consented. 
Then day by day I would weave at the great web, 
but by night would unravel it, when I had let 
place torches by me. Thus for three years I kept the 
Achaeans from knowing, and beguiled them; but 
when the fourth year came, as the seasons rolled on, as 
the months waned, and the many days were brought 
in their course, then verily by the help of my maidens, 
shameless creatures and reckless, they came upon 
me and caught me, and upbraided me loudly. So I 
finished the web against my will perforce. And now 
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1 The phrase appears to be a quotation from older folk- 
poetry. The meaning here is: ‘‘ You have not a merely 
casual origin, as though you were sprung from an oak or a 
stone ; you have human ancestors; tell me of them.” ‘The 
phrase recurs in) df. 2x. aoe Hesiod, Theog. 35; and in 
Plato, Aol. 34D, and Repub. 544:p. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 157-183 


. I can neither escape the marriage nor devise any 
counsel more, and my parents are pressing me to 
marry, and my son frets, while these men devour his 
livelihood, as he takes note of it all; for by now he 
is a man, and fully able to care for a household to 
which Zeus grants honour. Yet even so tell me of 
thy stock from whence thou art; for thou art not 
sprung from an oak of ancient story, or from a 
stone.”’ 1 eras 

Then Odysseus ae ony wilés answered her, and 
said-: : ~ ‘ Honoured..wife. Of. Odysseus, son of haces 
wilt thou never_cease to.ask’me of my lineage : ? Well, 
I will tell thee ; though verily thou wilt give me over 
to pains yet more than those by which I am now 
held in thrall; for so it ever is, when a man has been 
far from his country as long as I have now, wandering 
through the many cities of men in sore distress. . 
Yet even so will I tell thee what thou dost ask and 
enquire. There is a land called Crete, in the midst 
of the wine-dark sea, a fair, rich land, begirt with 
water, and therein are many men, past st counting, and 
ninety cities. They have not all the same speech, 
but their tongues are mixed. There dwell Achaeans, 
there great-hearted native Cretans, there Cydonians, 
and Dorians of waving _plumes, and goodly Pelasgians. 
Among their cities is the great city Cnosus, where 
Minos reigned when nine years old,’ he that held 
converse with great Zeus, and was father of my father, 
great-hearted Deucalion. Now Deucalion begat me 
and prince Idomeneus. Idomeneus had gone forth in 
his beaked ships to Ilios with the sons of Atreus; but 

2 Some render, less strictly, ‘‘ for nine years ” or ‘‘ through 
periods of nine years”; others, taking évyéa as a round 


number, ‘‘when he was come to full maturity.” See the 
note on x. 19. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 184-210 


my famous name is Aethon; I was the younger by 
birth, while he was the elder and the better man. 
There it was that I saw Odysseus and gave him gifts 
of entertainment; for the force of the wind had 
brought him too to Crete, as he was making for the 
land of Troy, and drove him out of his course past 
Malea. So he anchored his ships at Amnisus, where is 
the cave of Hilithyia, in a difficult harbour, and hardly 
did he escape the storm. Then straightway he 
went up to the city and asked for Idomeneus ; for he 
declared that he was his friend, beloved and honoured. 
But it was now the tenth or the eleventh dawn since 
Idomeneus had gone in his beaked ships to Ilios. 
So I took him to the house, and gave him entertain- 
ment with kindly welcome of the rich store that 
was in the house, and to the rest of his comrades 
who followed with him I gathered and gave out of 
the public store barley meal and flaming wine and 
bulls for sacrifice, that their hearts might be satisfied. 
There for twelve days the goodly Achaeans tarried, 


for the strong North Wind penned them there, and 
would not sur thea | to stand_upon their feet on_ 


the land, for some_ angry god _ had roused. ii _—But_on 
the thirteenth day the wind fell and they put to sea. 


“He s ee and made the many falsehoods of his 


tale_se 






her WS ESRT melted as the snow melts 


on_the lofty mountains, the snow which the East 
Wind thaws when the West Wind has strewn it, 
and as it-melts— the streams of the rivers flow full: 


so her fair cheeks melted _as she wept_and mourned 


\ for her husband, who even then was sitting by her 
. ae Gdysccus- in his heart a pity for his 


! Many take lone to mean merely ‘‘ said” or ‘‘ uttered,” 
not *‘ made like.”’ cf xxii. 31. oe 
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like the truth,! and as she listened her. 
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THE ODYSSEY, NIX. 211-236 


weeping wife, but his eyes stood fixed between his | \/ 
lids as though they were horn or iron, and with guile | | 
he hid his tears. But she, when hie had had her | 
fill of tearful wailing, again answered him and spoke, | 


saying : 

‘‘Now verily, stranger, am I minded to put thee 
to the test, whether or no thou didst in very truth 
entertain there in thy halls my husband with his 
godlike comrades, even as thou sayest. Tell me 
what manner of raiment he wore about his body, 
and what manner of man he was himself; and tell 
me of the comrades who followed him.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: ‘‘ Lady, hard is it for one that has been so long 


_ afar to tell thee this, for it is now the twentieth year 


since he went thence and departed from my country. 
But I will tell thee as my mind pictures him. A 
fleecy cloak of purple did goodly Odysseus wear, a 
cloak of double fold, but the brooch upon it was 
fashioned of gold with double clasps, and on the 
front it was curiously wrought: a hound held in his 
fore paws a dappled fawn, and pinned it! in his jaws 
a8 it writhed. And at this all men marvelled, how, 
though they were of gold, the hound was pinning 
the fawn and strangling it, and the fawn was writhing 
with its feet and striving to flee. And I noted the 
tunic about his body, all shining as is the sheen upon 
the skin of a dried onion, so soft it was; and it 
glistened like the sun. Verily many women gazed 
at him in wonder. And another thing will I tell eee 
and do thou lay it to heart. I know not whether 


is that it means ‘* gazed at.” The scholiast gives three 
meanings, arodAavwy, Brérwv, and sbAdwy, attributed respect- 
ively to Aristarchus, Crates, and ‘ others.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 237-264 


Odysseus was thus clothed at home, or whether one 
of his comrades gave him the raiment when he went 
on board the swift ship, or haply even some stranger, 
since to many men was Odysseus dear, for few of the 
Achaeans were his peers. I, too, gave him a sword 
of bronze, and a fair purple cloak of double fold, and 
a fringed tunic, and with all honour sent him fect 
on his benched ship. Furthermore, a herald attended: 
him, a little older than he, and I will tell thee of him 
too, what manner of man he was. He was round- 
shouldered, dark of skin, and curly- -haired, and his 
name was Kurybates ; and Odysseus honoured him 
above his other comrades, because he was like-minded 
with himself.” 

So he spoke, and in her heart aroused ae more 
the desire of weeping, as she recognized the sure 
tokens that Odysseus told her. But she, when she 
had had her fill of tearful wailing, made answer and 
said to him : 

- **Now verily, stranger, though before thou wast 
pitied, shalt thou be dear and honoured in my halls, 
for it was I that gave him this raiment, since thou 
describest it thus, and folded it, and brought it forth 
from the store-room, and added thereto the shining 
brooch to be a thing of joy to him. But my husband 
I shall never welcome back, returning home: to his 
dear native land. Wherefore it was with an evil fate 
that Odysseus went forth in the hollow ship to see 
evil Ilios, that should never be named.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered cS and 
said: “ Honoured wife of Odysseus, son of Laertes, 
mar not now thy fair face any more, nor waste thy 
heart at all in weeping for thy husband. I count it 
indeed no blame in thee; for any woman weeps 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 265-294 


when she has lost her wedded husband, to whom 
she has borne children in her love, though he were 
far other than Odysseus, who, they say, is like unto 
the gods. Yet do thou cease from weeping, and 
hearken to my words; for I will tell thee with sure 
truth, and will hide nothing, how but lately I heard 
of the return of Odysseus, that he is near at hand 
in the rich land of the Thesprotians, and yet alive, 
e is bringing with him many rich treasures, as he 

1 ( begs thr ough the land. But he lost his trusty com- 
| ‘and his hollow ship on the wine-dark sea, as 
he journeyed from the isle Thrinacia; for Zeus and 
Helios waxed wroth against him because his comrades 
had slain the kine of Helios. So they all perished 
in the surging sea, but he on the keel of his ship 
was cast forth by the wave on the shore, on the land 
of the Phaeacians, who are near of kin to the gods. 
These heartily showed him all honour, as if he were 
a god, and gave him many gifts, and were fain them- 
selves to send him home unscathed. Yea, and Odys- 
seus would long since have been here, only it seemed 
to his mind more profitable to gather wealth by 
roaming over the wide earth; so “truly does Odys- 
seus beyond all mortal men know many gainful ways, 
nor could any mortal beside vie with him. Thus 
Pheidon, king of the Thesprotians, told me the tale. 
Moteovex he swore in my own presence, as he poured 
libations in his halls, that the ship was launched and 
the men ready who were ‘to convey him to his dear 
native land. But me he sent forth first, for a ship 
of the Thesprotians chanced to be setting out for 
Dulichium, rich in wheat. And he showed me all 
the treasure that Odysseus had gathered; verily 
unto the tenth generation would it feed his children 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 295-323 


after him, so great was the wealth that lay stored 


for him in the halls of the king. But Odysseus, he — 


said, had gone to Dodona to hear the will of Zeus 
fon the high-crested oak of the god, even how he 
might return to his dear native land after so long an 
absence, whether openly or in secret. 

" Thus, as I tell thee, he is safe, and will presently 
come ; he is ver y near, ‘and not long will he now be 
far from his friends and his native land. Yet will I 
give thee an oath. Be Zeus my witness first, highest 
and best of gods, and the hearth of noble Odysseus 
to which I am come, that verily all these things shall 
be brought to pass even as I tell thee. ‘In the course 
of this self-same day shall Odysseus come hither, as 
the old moon wanes and the new appears.’ 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “ Ah, stranger, 
I would that this word of thine might be fulfilled. 
Then shouldest thou straightway know of kindness 
and many a gift from me, so that one who met thee 
would call thee blessed. Yet in my heart I forebode 


it thus, even as it shall be. Neither shall Odysseus — 


any more come home, nor shalt thou obtain a convoy 
hence, since there are not now in the house such 
masters as Odysseus was among men—as sure as ever 
such a man there was—to send reverend strangers 
on their way, and to welcome them. But still, my 
maidens, wash the stranger's feet and prepare his 
bed—bedstead and cloaks and bright coyerlets—that 
in warmth and comfort he may come to the golden- 
throned Dawn. And right early in the morning 
bathe him and anoint him, that in our house at the 
side of Telemachus he may bethink him of food as 
he sits in the hall. And worse shall it be for any 
man among them who vexes this man’s soul with 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 324-352 


pain; naught thereafter shall he accomplish here, 
how fierce soever his wrath. For how shalt thou 
learn of me, stranger, whether I in any wise excel 

Sec 
other women in wit and prudent counsel, if all _un- 
_ kempt and clad in poor raiment thou sittest at meat 

in my halls? Men are but short-lived. If one be 
himself hard, and have a hard heart, on him do all 
_mortal men invoke woes for the time to come, while 
he still lives, and when he is dead all men mock 
at him. But be one be blameless and have a blame- 
less heart, his fame do strangers bear far = eee 
among all men,;-and many call him a true man.’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “Honoured-wife of Odysseus, son of Laertes, 
verily ‘cloaks and bright coverlets became hateful 
in my eyes on the day when first I left behind me 
the snowy mountains of Crete, as I fared on. my 
long-oared ship. Nay, I will lie, as in time past I 
was wont to rest through sleepless nights ; ‘for many 
a night have I lain upon a foul bed and waited for 
the bright- throned Dawn. Aye, and baths for the 
feet give my heart no pleasure, nor shall any woman 
eh my foot of all those who are serving-women 
in thy hall, unless there is some old, true-hearted 
dame who has suffered in her heart as many woes as I ; 
such an one [ would not grudge to touch my feet.” © 

Then wise Penelope answered him again: “ Dear 
stranger, never yet has a man discreet as thou, of 
those who are strangers from afar, come to my house 
as a more welcome guest, so wise and prudent are 
all thy words. I have an old dame with a heart of 
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! The old nurse at first addresses the absent Odysseus, but 
in line 370 turns to the stranger present before her. 
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understanding in her breast, who lovingly nursed and 
- cherished my hapless husband, and took him in her 
arms on the day when his mother bore him. She 
shall wash thy feet, weak with age though she be. 
Come now, wise Eurycleia, arise and wash the feet 
of one of like age with thy master. Even such as 
his are now haply the feet of Odysseus, and such his 
hands, for quickly do men grow old in evil fortune.” 

So she spoke, and the old woman hid her face in 
her hands and let fall hot tears, uttering words of 
lamentation: 

<“ Ah, woe is me, child, because of thee, for that I 
can do naught. Surely Zeus hated thee above—all 
men, though thou hadst a god-fearing heart. For 
“never yet did-any mortal burn to Zeus, who hurls 
the thunderbolt, so many fat thigh-pieces or so many 
choice hecatombs as thou gavest him, with prayers 
that’ thou mightest reach a sleek old age and rear 
thy glorious son. . But lo, now, from thee alone has he 
wholl - off the day of thy returning. “Even thus, 
I ween, women mock at him too,! in a strange 
and dient land, when he came to some man’s 
glorious house, as ‘these shameless creatures here all 
mock at thee. It is to shun insult now from them 
and their many taunts that thou dost not suffer them 
to wash thy feet, but me, who am nothing loath, has 
the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, bidden to 
wash thee. Therefore will I wash thy feet, both for 
Penelope's own sake and for thine, for the heart 
within me is stirred with sorrow. But come now, 
hearken to the word that I shall speak. Many sore- 
tried strangers have come hither, but I declare that 
never yet have I seen any man so like another as thou 


in form, and in voice, a and in feet art like Odysseus.” 
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Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “Old dame, so say all men whose eyes have 
beheld us two, that we are very like each other, even 
as thou thyself dost note and say.” 

So he spoke, and the old dame took the shining 
cauldron with water wherefrom she was about to 
wash his feet, and poured in cold water in plenty, 
and then added thereto the warm. But Odysseus sat 
him down away fromthe hearth and straightway 
_ turned himself toward the darkness, for he at once 
had a foreboding at heart that, as she touched him, 
she might note a scar, and the truth be made mani- 
fest. So she drew near and began to wash her lord, 
and straightway knew the scar of the wound which 
long ago a boar had dealt him with his white tusk, 
when Odysseus had gone to Parnassus to visit Auto- 
lyeus and the sons of Autolycus, his mother’s noble 
father, who excelled all men in thievery and in oaths. 
It was a god himself that had given him this skill, even 
Hermes, for to him he was wont to burn acceptable 
sacrifices of the thighs of lambs and kids; so Hermes 
befriended him with a ready heart. Now Autolycus, 
on coming once to the rich land of Ithaca, had found 
his daughter’s son a babe new-born, and when he 
was finishing his supper, Eurycleia laid the child 
upon his knees and spoke, and addressed him : 

“ Autolycus, find now thyself a name to give to 
thy child’s own child; be sure he has long been 
prayed_for.”’ 

Then Autolycus answered her, and said: “My 
daughter’s husband and my daughter, give him 
whatsoever name I say. Lo, inasmuch as I am 
come hither as one that has been angered with 
many, both men and women, over the fruitful earth, 
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therefore let the name by which the child is named 
be Odysseus.1 And for my part, when _he-is_a. man_ 
grown and comes 3 to. the great house of his mother’s 
kin at Parnassus, where are my. possessions, I will 
give him thereof and send him back rejoicing.” 
—Tt was for this reason_that Odysseus had come, 


fia Autolycus might give him the glorious gifts. 


“And Autolycus and the sons of Autolycus clasped 


-his hands in welcome and greeted him with gentle 


words, and Amphithea, his mother’s mother, took 
Odysseus in her arms and kissed his head and both 
his beautiful eyes. But Autolycus called to his 
glorious sons to make ready the meal, and they 
hearkened to his call. At once they led in a bull, 
five years old, which they flayed and dressed, anid 
cut up all the limbs. Then they sliced these cun- 
ningly and pierced them with spits, and roasted them 
skilfully and distributed the portions. So, then, all 
day long till set of sun they feasted, nor did their 
hearts lack aught of the equal feast. But when the 
sun set and darkness came on they lay down to rest 
and took the gift of sleep. 

But as soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy- 


fingered, they went forth to the hunt, the hounds 
and the sons of Autolycus too, and with them went 


goodly Odysseus. Up the steep mountain Parnassus, 
clothed with forests, they climbed,.and presently 
reached its windy hollows. The sun was now just 
striking on the fields, as he rose from softly-eliding, 
deep-flowing Oceanus, when the beaters came to a 
glade. Before them went the hounds, tracking the 
scent, and behind them the sons of Autolycus, and 
among these the goodly Odysseus followed, close 


' Or ‘‘Child of Wrath” ; see the note on i. 62. 
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upon the hounds, brandishing his long spear. 
Now thereby a great wild boar was lying in a thick 
lair, through which the strength of the wet winds 
could Kevertboon nor the rays of the bright sun 
beat, nor could the rain pierce through it, so thick 
it was; and fallen leaves were there in plenty. Then 
about the boar there came the noise of the feet of 
men and dogs as they pressed on in the chase, and 
- forth from his lair he came against them with bristling 
back and eyes flashing fire, and stood there at bay 
close before them. Then first of all Odysseus rushed 
on, holding his long spear on high in his stout hand, 
eager to smite him; but the boar was too quick for 
him and struck him above the knee, charging upon 
him sideways, and with his tusk tore a long gash in 
the flesh, but did not reach the bone of the man. 
But Odysseus with sure aim smote him on the right 
shoulder, and clear through went the point of the 
bright spear, and the boar fell in the dust with a 
ery, and his life flew from him. Then the dear sons 
of Autolycus busied themselves with the carcase, 
and the wound of noble, god-like Odysseus they 
bound up skilfully, and checked the black blood with 
a charm, and straightway returned to the house of 
their dear father. And when Autolycus and the sons 
of Autolycus had fully healed him, and had given 
him glorious gifts, they quickly sent him back with 
joy to his native land, to Ithaca. Then his father 
and his honoured mother rejoiced at his return, and 
asked him all the story, how he got his wound; and 
he told them all the truth, how, while he was hunting, 
a boar had struck him with his white tusk when he 
had gone to Parnassus with the sons of Autolycus. 
This scar the old dame, when she had taken the 
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limb in the flat of her hands, knew by_the touch, 
and she let fall the foot. Into the basin the leg fell, 
and the brazen vessel rang. Over it tilted, and the 
water was spilled upon the ground. Then upon her 
soul came joy and grief in one moment, and both 
her eyes were filled with tears and the flow of 
her voice was checked. But she touched the chin of 

Odysseus, and said: eee 
_ Verily thou art Odysseus, dear child, and I knew 

thee not, till I had handled all the body of my 
lords’’ 

She spoke, and with her eyes looked toward Pene- 
lope, fain to show her that her dear husband was at 
home. But Penelope could not meet her glance nor 
understand, for Athene had turned her thoughts 
aside. But Odysseus, feeling for the woman's throat, 
seized it with his right hand, and with the other 
drew her closer to him, and said: 

“ Mother, why wilt thou destroy me? Thou didst 
thyself nurse me at this thy breast, and now after 
many grievous toils J am come in the twentieth year 
to my native land. But since thou hast found me 
out, and a god has put this in thy heart, be silent 
lest any other in the halls learn hereof. For thus 
will I speak out to thee, and verily it shall be 
brought to pass: if a god shall subdue the lordly 
wooers unto_me, I will not spare thee, my nurse 
though thou art, when I slay the other serving-women - 
in my halls.” 

Then wise Eurycleia answered him: “My child, 
what a word has escaped the barrier of thy teeth ! 
Thou knowest how firm my spirit is and unyielding : 
I shall be as close as hard stone or iron. And an- 
other thing will I tell thee, and do thou lay it to 
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heart. . If a god shall subdue the lordly wooers unto 
thee, then will I name over to thee the women in thy 
halls, which ones dishonour thee, and which are 
guiltless.” 

‘Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “ Mother, why, pray, wilt thou speak of them? 
Thou needest not at all. Of myself will I mark them 
well, and come to know each one. Nay, keep_ the 


matter to thyself, and leave the issue to the gods.’ 


So he spoke, and the old woman went forth 
through the hall to bring water for his feet, for all 
the first was spilled. And when she had chen him, 
and anointed him richly with oil, Odysseus again 
drew his chair nearer to the fire to warm himself, and 
hid the sear with his rags. 

Then wise Penelope was the first to speak, saying : 
“ Stranger, this little thing further will I ask thee 
myself, for it will soon be the hour for pleasant rest, 
for him at least on whom sweet sleep may come de- 
spite his care. But to me has a god given sorrow 
that is beyond all measure, for day by day I find my 
joy in mourning and lamenting, while looking to my 
household tasks and those of my women in the 
house, but when night comes and sleep lays hold of 
all, I lie upon my bed, and sharp cares, crowding 
close about my throbbing heart, disquiet me, as I 
mourn. Even as when the daughter of Pandareus, 
the nightingale of the greenwood,! sings sweetly, 
when spring is newly come, as she sits perched amid 
the thick leafage of the trees, and with many trilling 
notes pours forth her rich voice in wailing for her 
child, dear Itylus, whom she had one day slain with 


1 So the scholiast, 7 év xAwpots diaTpiBovca. Others under- 
stand the word of the colour of the bird itself. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 523-548 


the sword unwittingly, Itylus, the son of king Zethus; x 
even so my heart sways to and fro in doubt, whether Sf 
to abide with my son and keep all things safe, my ( : 


house, respecting the bed of my husband and the voice | 
of the people, or to go now with him whosoever is | 
best of the Achaeans, who woos me in the halls and | 
offers bride-gifts past counting. Furthermore my ' 
son, so jong as he was a child and slack of wit, would 
- not suffer me to marry and leave the house of my 
husband ; but now that he is grown and has reached 
the bounds of manhood, lo, he even prays me to 
o back again from these halls, being vexed for his 
substance that the Achaeans devour to his cost. But 
come now, hear this dream of mine, and interpret it» 
for me. Twenty geese I have in the house that 
come forth from the water! and eat wheat, and my 
- ‘heart warms with joy jas I watch them. But forth 
from the mountain there came a great eagle with’ 
crooked beak and broke all their necks and killed | 
them; and they lay strewn in a heap in the halls, | 
while he-was borne aloft to the bright-sky~ _ Now for | 
my part I wept and wailed, in adream though it was, 
and round me thronged the fair-tressed Achaean 
women, as I. grieved piteously because the eagle had 
slain my geese. Then back he came and perched 
upon a projecting roof-béam, and with the voice of a 
mortal man checked my weeping, and_said-; | 
““¢ Be of good cheer, daughter of far-famed Icarius ; 
this is no dream, but a true vision of good which 
shall verily find fulfilment. The geese are the 
wooer T-that_before was the eagle, am now ~ 


1 Others take ef ddaTos closely with mupdv, ‘‘ eat wheat out 
of the water-trough.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 549-574 


again come back as thy husband, who will let loose 


a_cruel d doom — upon all the wooers.’ 

“So he spoké, and sweet ‘sleep released me, and 
looking about I saw the geese in the halls, feeding 
_on wheat beside the trough, where they had before 
been wont to feed.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her and 
said: “ Lady, in no wise is it possible to wrest this 
dream aside and give it another meaning, since verily 
Odysseus himself has shewn thee how he will bring 
itto pass. For the wooers’ destruction is plain to see, 
for one and all; not one of them shall escape death 
and the fates.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him again: “Str anger, 
dreams verily are baffling and unclear_of meaning, 
and in no wise do they find fulfilment in all things 
for men. For two are the gates of shadowy dreams, 
and one is fashioned of horn and one of i ivory. Lhose 
py pass_ through the gate of sawn ivory de- 


arya sername 


ose. that come Pe LOren through” ‘the | gate of 


(ait horn bring true issues to pass, when. any 


mortal sees them. But in my case it was not from 
‘thence, methinks, that my strange dream came. Ah, 
truly it would then have been welcome to me and ta 
my son. But another thing will I tell thee, and do 
thou lay it to heart. Even now is coming on this 
morn of evil name which is to cut me off from the 
_ house of Odysseus; for now I shall appoint for a con- 
test those axes which he was wont to set up in line 
in his halls, like props of a ship that is building, 


1 The play upon the words icépas, ‘‘horn,” and xpatve, 
“fulfil, * and upon édAépas, ‘‘ivory,” and édrepatpomar, 
“deceive ,. cannot be preserved in English. | 
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1 We are to understand, first, that in a trench dug in the 
earthen floor of the péyapoy twelve axes were set up in a 
row, their appearance suggesting the blocks or props on 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 575-599 


twelve in all, and he would stand afar off and shoot 
an arrow through them.! Now then I shall set this 
contest before the wooers: whosoever shall most 
easily string the bow in his hands, and shoot an 
arrow through all twelve axes, with him will I go 
and forsake this house of my wedded life, a house 
most fair and filled with livelihood, which, methinks, 
I shall ever remember even in my dreams.” _ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: ‘ Honoured wife of Odysseus, son of Laertes, 
no longer now do thou put off this contest in thy 
halls; for, I tell thee, Odysseus of many wiles will be 
here, ere these men, handling this polished bow, 
shall have strung it, and shot an arrow through the 
iron. 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “If thou 
_ ecouldest but wish, stranger, to sit here in my halls 

and give me joy, sleep should never be shed over my 
eyelids: But it is in no wise possible that men 
should forever be sleepless, for the immortals have ~ 
appointed a proper time for éach thing upon the ~ 
ath-the-siver of grain. But I verily will go to my 
upper chamber and lay me on my bed, which has 
become for me a bed of wailings, ever bedewed with 
‘my tears, since the day when Odysseus went to see 
evil Ilios, that should never be named. There will I 
lay me down, but do thou lie down here in the hall, 
when thou hast strewn bedding on the floor; or let 
the maids set a bedstead for thee.” | 


which the keel of a ship was laid in shipbuilding ; further, 
that the metal heads of the axes were so shaped as to leave 
a hole of some sort (such axes have actually survived from 
Mycenaean days) ; and lastly, that an expert archer could 
shoot an arrow through all twelve holes, the axes being 
carefully placed in line, as through a sort of tube. - 
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THE ODYSSEY, XIX. 600-604 


So saying, she went up to her bright upper chamber, 
not alone, for with her went her handmaids as well. 


_. And when she had gone up to her upper chamber 


with her handmaids, she then bewailed Odysseus, 


her dear husband, until_flashing-eyed Athene—cast_ 


sweet sleep-upon her eyelids. 
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BOOK XX 


But the goodly Odysseus lay down to sleep in the 
fore-hall of the house. On the ground he spread 
an undressed ox-hide and above it many fleeces of 
sheep, which the Achaeans were wont to slay, and 
Eurynome.threw over him a cloak, when he had laid 
him down. There Odysseus, pondering in his heart 
evil for the wooers, lay sleepless. And the women 


came forth from the hall, those that had before been 


wont.to lie with the wooers, making laughter and 
merriment among themselves.. But the heart was 
stirred in his breast, and much he debated in mind and 
heart, whether he should. rush after them and deal 
death to each, or suffer them to lie with the insolent 
wooers for. the last and latest time; and his heart 
growled within him. And asa bitch stands over her — 
tender whelps growling, when she sees a man she 
does - not know, and is eager to fight, so his heart 
growled within him in his wrath at their evil deeds; 
but he smote his cae and rebuked his heme 


' sayin g: 


“Endure, my heart; a worse thing even than this 
didst thou once endure on that day when the Cyclops, 


_ unrestrained in daring, devoured my mighty com- 
-rades; but thou didst endure until craft got thee 


forth from the cave where thou thoughtest to die.” 
So he spoke, chiding the heart in “his breast, and 
“his heart remained bound! within him to dune 
1 So the scholiast, who renders by év Seopois. Others con- 
nect weion with mefGoua:, and render ‘‘ in obedience.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 24-51 


steadfastly ; : but he himself lay tossing this way and 
that. And as when a man before a great blazing fire 
turns swiftly this way and that a paunch full of fat and 
blood, and is very eager to have it roasted quickly, so 
Odysseus tossed from side to side, pondering how he 
might put forth his hands upon the shameless wooers, 
one man as he was against somany. Then Athene 
came down from heaven and drew near to him in the 
likeness of a woman, and she stood above his head, 
and spoke to him, and said: 

«Why now again art thou wakeful, ill-fated above 
all men? Lo, this is thy house, or here within is 
thy wife and thy child, sueh a man, methinks, as any- 
one might pray to have for his son.” 

And Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “ Yea, goddess, all this hast thou spoken aright. 
But the heart in my breast is pondering somewhat 
upon this, how I may put forth my hands upon the 
shameless wooers, all alone as I am, while they re- 
maim always in a body in the house. And further- 
more this other and harder thing I ponder in my 
mind: even if I were to slay them by the will of 
Zeus and of thyself, where then should [ find 
Pepe mom-baner Of this I bid thee. take 
thought.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
air 2256 Obstinate one, many a man puts his trust 
even in a weaker fr iend than I am, one that is mortal, 
and knows not such wisdom as mine; but I am a god, 
that guard thee to thé end in all thy toils... And I 
_ will tell thee openly ; if fifty troops of mortal men 
should stand about us, eager to slay us in_battle, 
even their cattle and goodly sheep shouldest t thou 
drive off. Nay, let sleep now come over thee. 
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THE, ODYSSEY, XX. c2-79 


There is weariness also in keeping wakeful watch the | 


whole night through ; and even now ae thou come 
forth from out thy perils.” 

So she spoke, and shed sleep upon his eyelids, but 
herself, the fair goddess, went back to Olympus. 

Now while sleep seized him, loosening the cares of 
his heart, sleep that loosens the limbs of men, his 
true-hearted wife awoke, and wept, as she sat upon 
her soft bed. But when her heart had had its fill of 
weeping, to Artemis first of all the fair lady made her 
prayer: 
_ Artemis, mighty goddess, daughter of Zeus, would 

that now thou wouldest fix thy arrow in my breast 
and take away my life even in this hour; or that a 
storm-wind might catch me up and bear me hence 
over the murky ways, and cast me forth at the mouth 
of Br ord towing Oceanus, even as ‘on a time 
storm-winds bore away the daughters of Pandareus. 
Their parents the gods had slain, and they were left 
orphans in the halls, and fair Aphrodite tended them 
with cheese, and sweet honey, and pleasant wine, 
and Here gave them beauty and wisdom above all 
women, and chaste Artemis gave them stature, and 
Athene taught them skill in famous handiwork. But 
while beautiful Aphrodite was going to high Olympus 
to ask for the maidens the accomplishment of gladsome 
matrriage—going to Zeus who hurls the thunderbolt, 
for well he knows all things, both the happiness and 
the haplessness of mortal men—meanwhile the spirits 
of the storm snatched away the maidens and gave 
them to the hateful Erinyes to deal _with.! Would 
that even so those who have dwellings on Olympus 
would blot_me from sight, or that  fair-tressed 


1 Others render ‘‘ to be their servants.” 


279 


HOMER 


! 


née we evTrrAoKaMOS BadotAptems, opp Odvona 80. 
docopmevn Kal yaiav Uo oTUyEepny adixolmny, 

UNoé TL YELPOVOS aVOpos eVppatvotml vOnMa. 

AXA TO Mev Kal GVEKTOV EXEL KAKOV, OTTOTE KEV TLS 
MATA MEV KAALN, TUKLVOS AKAYHMEVOS TOP, 
vuKTas © UTvos Exnaw—o yap T émTéeANGEV ATraYTwV, 85 
EsOA@Y NOE KAKOD, ETTEL Ap BAEhap audhixadUyn— 
avuTap éuol Kal oveipat émécoevey KAKA OALpov. 





aA \ 9 \ / 7 b) a 
THE yap av jot vUKTL Tapédpaben EiKEXOS AUTO, 
a >\ ® 5 ef n. oY ea = 
TOLOS EMV OLOS HEV Gua OTPAT@* avTap éwov KHp 

Ayos S39 \ b b) J YA BA b Io yA 9 | 
Natp, émet ovK épauny dvap Eupeval, ANN Vrap HOH.” 90 

"Os ebar , avtixa 5€ ypucoOpovos HAVOev "Has. © 
THS 0: Apa ENGLOvINS oma avveto dios ‘Odvaceus: 
peppnpite & érevta, Saxgoe 86 06 Kata Oupov 
On ylyv@oKkovca TapecTtapmevat KEeparnOe. 
YAaLVAY MEV TUVEAWY Kal KWEA, TOLaLY évEdOED, 95. 
5) ee s aN t ) \ / | 
és méyapov KaTéOnkev ert Opovov, éx dé Boeinv 
OnKe Pupate ae de Au & aden VEtpas acs Sa 

“Zev TATED, el w E0éXNov TES érrh Tpapepay Te Kal byphy 

oe 

nyeT eunyy és yalapv, érret pw éexakwoate Ainr, i 
bnunv Tis wot HadcOw éyerpopevwov avO pat av 100 
évdobev, Extoabev 5é Atos Téepas GAXO havynTa.” 

‘Os ébar’ evyopevos: tod & éxdve pntieta Levs, 
avutixa 6 é8povtncev an aityAnevtos “OdXvpmrov, 
wwobev éx vehéwv: yHOnce dé dios "Odvaceds. 

/ > 93 7 “aN / : ] \ . 
dynunv & €& oixoro yuvn TpoenKev adeTpis 105 

/ y a or c l ® “g ot | 

TAnaov, EVO apa ol “UAAL HATO TrOLMEVL NAW?, 
280 . 





THE ODYSSEY, XX. 80-106 


Artemis would smite me, so that with Odysseus 
before my mind I might even pass beneath the hateful ~ 
earth, and never gladden in any wise the heart of a_ 
baser man. Yet when a man weeps by day with a 
heart sore distressed, but at night sleep holds him, 
this brings with it an evil that may well be borne— 
for sleep makes one forget all things, the good and 
the evil, when once it envelops the eyelids—but 
upon me a god sends evil dreams as well. - For this 
night again there lay by my side one like him, even 
such as fhe. was when he went forth with tie host, 
and my heart was glad, for I deemed it was no decane 
~ but the truth at last.’’ 

So she spoke, and straightway came golden-throned 
Dawn. But as she wept goodly Odysseus heard her 
voice, and thereupon he mused, and it seemed to his 
heart that she knew him and was standing by his 
head. Then he gathered up the cloak and the fleeces 
on which he was lying and laid them on a chair in 
the hall, and carried the ox-hide out of doors and set 
it down; and he lifted Ay his hands and prayed to 
Zeus : 

“Father Zeus, if af. your good will ye gods have 
brought me ever land and_ sea to my own country, 
when ye had afflicted me sore, let some one of those 
who are awaking utter a word of omen for me 
within, and without let a sign n from Zeus be shown 
beaaine.” | 

So he spoke in prayer, and Zeus the counsellor 
heard him. Straightway he thundered from gleam- 
ing Olympus, from on high from out the clouds ; and 
goodly Odysseus was glad. And a woman, erinding 
at the mill, uttered a word of omen from eal the 
house hard by, where the mills of the shepherd of 
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THE ODYSSEY,. XX. 107-133 


the people were set. At these mills twelve women 
in all were wont to ply their tasks, making meal of 
barley and of wheat, the marrow.of. men. Now the 
others were sleeping, for they had ground their 
wheat, but she alone had not yet ceased, for she 
was the weakest of all. She now stopped her mill 
and spoke a word, a sign for her master: 

“Father Zeus, who art lord over gods and men, 
verily loud hast thou thundered from the starry sky, 
_ yet nowhere is there any cloud: surely this is a sign 
that thou art showing to some man. Fulfil now even 
for wretched me the word that I shall speak. May 
the wooers this day for the last.and latest time hold 
their glad feast in the halls of Odysseus. They that 
have loosened my limbs with bitter labour, as I made 
them barley meal, may they now sup their last.” 

So she spoke, and goodly Odysseus was glad at 
the word of omen and at the thunder of Zeus, for 
he thought he had gotten vengeance on the_guilty. _ 

Now the other maidens in the fair palace of Odys- 
seus had gathered together and were kindling on the 
hearth unwearied fire, and Telemachus rose from his 
bed, a godlike man, and put on his clothing. He 
slung his sharp sword about his shoulder, and beneath 
his shining feet he bound his fair sandals; and he 
took his mighty spear, tipped with sharp bronze, and 
went and stood upon the threshold, and spoke to 
Eurycleia : 

“Dear nurse, have ye honoured the stranger in 
our house with bed and food, or does he lie all uncared 
for? ~ For such is my mother’s way, wise though she 
is: in wondrous fashion she honours one of mortal 
men, though he be the worse, while the better she 
sends unhonoured away.” 


o 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 134-163 


Then wise Eurycleia answered him: “In this 
matter, child, thou shouldest not blame her, who 
is without blame. He sat here and drank wine as 
long as he would, but for food he said he had no 
more hunger, for she asked him. But when he be- 
thought him of rest and sleep, she bade the maidens 
strew his bed. But he, as one wholly wretched and 
hapless, would not sleep on a bed and under blankets, 
but on an undressed ox-hide and fleeces of sheep he 
slept in the fore-hall, and we flung over him a cloak.” 

So she spoke, and Telemachus went forth through 
the hall with his spear in his hand, and with him 
went two swift hounds. And he went his way to the 
place of assembly to join the company of the well- 
greaved Achaeans, but Eurycleia, the goodly lady, 
daughter of Ops, son of Peisenor, called to her 
maidens, saying: 

“Come, let some of you busily sweep the hall 
and sprinkle it, and throw on the shapely chairs 
eoverlets of purple, and let others wipe all the tables 
with sponges and cleanse the mixing-bowls and the 
well-wrought double cups, and others still go to the 
spring for water and bring it quickly here. For the 
wooers will not long be absent from the hall, but will 
return right early; for it is a feast-day for all men.”’ 

So she spoke, and they readily hearkened and 
obeyed. Twenty of them went to the spring of 
dark water, and the others busied themselves there 
in the house in skilful fashion. 

Then in came the serving-men of the Achaeans, 
who thereafter split logs of wood well and skilfully ; 
and the women came back from the spring. After 
them came the swineherd, driving three boars which 
were the best in all his herd. These he let be to 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 164-190 


feed in the fair courts, but himself spoke to 
Odysseus with gentle words : 

“ Stranger, do the Achaeans look on thee with any 
more regard, or do aa dishonour thee in the halls 
as before ?’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 

said: “Ah, Eumaeus, I would that the gods might 
take vengeance on the outrage wherewith these men 
in wantonness devise wicked folly i in another's house, 
and have no place for shame.” 
Thus they spoke to one another. And near to 
‘them came Melanthius the goatherd, leading she- 
goats that were the best in all the herds, to make a 
feast for the wooers, and two herdsmen followed 
with him. The. goats he tethered beneath the 
echoing portico, and himself spoke to Odysseus with 
taunting words: 

Stranger, wilt thou even now still be a alae to 
us here in the hall, asking alms of men, and wilt. 
thou not begone? ‘Tis plain, methinks, that we 
two shall not part company till we taste one an- 
other's fists, for thy begging is in no wise decent. 
_ Also it is not here alone that there are feasts of the 
Achaeans.”’ | 

So he spoke, but Odysseus of many wiles made 
no answer, but he shook his head in silence, ponder- 
ing evil in the deep of his heart. 

Besides these a third man came, Philoetius, a leader 
of men, driving for the wooers a barren heifer and 
fat she- -goats. These had been brought over from 
the mainland by ferrymen, who send other men, too, 
on their way, whosoever comes to them. The beasts 
he tethered carefully beneath the echoing portico, but 
himself came close to the swineherd and questioned | 
him, saying : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 191-217 


_ “Who is this stranger, swineherd, who has newly 
come to our house? From what men does he declare 
himself to be sprung? Where are his kinsmen and 
his native fields? Hapless man! Yet truly in form 
he is like a royal prince; howbeit the gods bring 
to misery far-wandering men, whenever they spin for 
them the threads of trouble, even though they be 
kings.”’ 

Therewith he drew near to Odysseus, and stretch- 
ing forth his right hand in greeting, spoke and 
addressed him with winged words: : 

« Hail, Sir stranger ; may happy fortune be thine in 
time to come, though now thou art the thrall of — 
many sorrows! Father Zeus, no other god is more 
- baneful than thou; thou hast no pity on men when 
thou hast thyself given them birth, but bringest 
them into misery: and wretched pains. The _Sweat 
broke out on me when I marked the man, and 
my eyes are full of tears as I think of Odysseus ; 5 1Or 

he, too, | ween, is clothed in such rags and is a 
wanderer among men, if indeed he still lives and 
beholds the light of the sun. But if he is already 
dead and in the house of Hades, then woe is me for 
blameless Odysseus, who set me over his cattle, when 
I was yet_a boy, in the land of the Cephallenians. 
And now these wax past counting; in no other wise 
could the breed of broad-browed cattle yield better 
increase! for a mortal man. But strangers bid me 
drive these now for themselves to eat, and they care 
nothing for the son in the house, nor do they tremble 
at the wrath of the gods, for they are eager now to 
divide among themselves the possessions of our lord 
that has long been gone. No6w, as for myself, the 


1 The Greek word refers properly to ripening grain. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 218-244 


heart in my breast keeps revolving this matter: a 


very evil thing it is, while the son lives, to depart 
along with my cattle oe go toa land of strangers, 
main here and suffer woes in charge of cattle that 
are given over to others. Aye, verily, long ago would 
I have fled and come to some other of the proud 


_ kings,)for now things are no more to be borne; \but 


still I think of that hapless one, if perchance he 
might come back I know not whence, and fe a 
scattering of the wooers in his house.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered Rahat 
said: “‘ Neatherd, since thou seemest to be neither 
an evil man nor a witless, and I see for myself that 
thou hast gotten an understanding heart, therefore 
will I speak out and swear a great oath to confirm 
my words. Now be my witness Zeus above alli gods, 
and this hospitable board, and the hearth of noble 
Odysseus to which I am come, that verily while thou 
art here Odysseus shall come home, and thou shalt 
see with thine eyes, if thou wilt, the slaying of the 
wooers, who lord it here.” 

Then the herdsman of the cattle answered him: 


_ © Ah, stranger, I would that the son of Cronos might 


fulfil this word of thine! Then shouldest thou know 
what manner of might is mine, and how my hands 
obey.” 

And even in like manner did Eumaeus pray to 
all the gods that wise Odysseus might come back to | 
his own home. 

Thus they spoke to one another, but the wooers 
meanwhile were plotting death and fate for Tele- 
machus ; howbeit there came to them a bird on their 
left, an eagle of lofty flight, clutching a timid dove. 


Then Amphinomus spoke in their assembly, and said : 


291 
v2 


HOMER 







«°C, hirot, ovx july cvvOevocetat Hoe ye BovAn, 245 © 
Tyreuaxoto doves: adda pynow@pela SaTos.” | 
‘Os ébar’ Apudivopuos, totow & éminvoave pvGos. 
énOovtes & és dHopmaTt ’Oduvacjos Oeioro 
vraivas pev KaTéevTo KaTa KALo MOUS TE Opovous Te, 
ic bee TA Sas f \ / > ‘ 
of © (épevov dis pweyadXous Kal Tiovas aiyas, 250 
(/ N 7 / »\ la) b) , 
ipevov b€ avas oLadouS Kal Body ayedainv 
/ > Mode) dineee Mena. / 3 lZ * b V4 x 
omNayyva 0 ap omTHTAaVTES EV@UaY, ev O€ TE OiVOV 
KPNTHPTLW KEpOwWVTO’ KUTENAG O€ VElME TUB@TNS. 
an J “42 9 J UA BY 4 b) a 
citov 6é of émévetpme PidoiTLos, 6pKapos avdopav, % 
KaXOLS ev KaVEoLCLY, Emvoxoet 6€ MeXavOevs. 255 | 
CURSES Sy 9 ¢2 1A Lt an 7 | 
ol O ém ovelal’ ETotma TpoKEeLeva Yelpas taNdov. 
Ta hepaxos oe ‘Odvaha ealliopue; KEpOEA. V Yoav; 
éytos evaTabéos peydpov, Tapa Naivov odor, 
Std pov GELKENLOV KaTAOELS oMeyay TE Tpametay: 
mp 6 érides am MayXyoY potpas, év © oivov Eyevev 2eo 
év OéTTai Xpvee@, Kab py 7 pos poOov éertrev: Hi 
“°Evtrav0oe vov 00 per mine olvoTt orator: | 
KEpTo pias 6€ TOL avTOS eyo Kab YEtpas apeeo 
TAVTOV MVYNTTHOOY, eTEL OV TOL O7peos € €oTLV 
oikos 60, GAN 'Odvajos, éuol & éktHoato Kelvos. 26% 
vmels O€, uyNnoTHpes, emiaxeTe Ovpov éviTrAs 
Kab YELPOV, va un TLS Epis KAaL vEetKOS 6pNTaL.” | 
“Os ébal’, ot & dpa wdvtes dOa& év yetheot HuvTes 
Tnréuaxov Oavpalov, 0 Papcaréas ayopeve. | 
. toto & Avtivoos petépyn, Eveibeos vios: 27 


292 





THE ODYSSEY, XX. 245-272 


“Friends, this plan of ours will not run to i eles 


liking, even the slaying of Telemachus; nay, let us 


bethink us of the feast.”’ 


So spoke Amphinomus, and his word was pleasing 
to them. Then, going into the house of godlike 
Odysseus, they laid their cloaks on the chairs and 
high seats, and men fell to slaying great sheep and 
fat goats, aye, and fatted swine, and the heifer of 
the herd. Then they roasted the entrails and served 
them out, and mixed wine in the bowls, and the 
swineherd handed out the cups. And Philoetius, a 


' leader of men, handed them bread in a beautiful 


basket, and Melanthius poured them wine. So they 
put torth their hands to the good cheer lying ready 
before them. 

But Telemachus, with crafty th thought, made Odys- 
seus sit within the well-built hall “by the threshold 
of stone, and placed for him a mean stool and a little 
table. Beside him he set portions of the entrails 
and poured wine in a cup of gold, and said to 
him : 

«Sit down here among the lords and drink thy 
wine, and the revilings and blows of all the wooers 
will I myself ward from thee; for this is no public 
resort, but the house of Odysseus, and it was for me 
that be won it. And for your part, ye wooers, refrain 
your minds from rebukes and blows, that no strife 
or quarrel may arise.” 

So he spoke, and they all bit their lips and mar- 
velled at Telemachus for that he spoke boldly; and 
Antinous, son of Eupeithes, spoke among them, 
saying : 

“* Hard though it be, Achaeans, let us accept the 
word of Telemachus, though’ boldly he threatens 


203 


HOMER 


b) \ \ yy / A J BA 
OU ve Levs clace Kpoviwy: T@ Ké Ae non 
Tavoapev év peyapotot, uyoy BER éovT’ ayopnTny. 


“Os égar’ ’Avtivoos: o aS ap OUK eurraleTo pobor. 275 | 


KnpuKES © ava doTu Oe@y Lepny éxatouBnv 
Hryov: Tol O ayépovto Kapy KomowvTes “Axatot 
adaos tro oxtepov éxaTnBorov ArroAX@VOS. 
Oi & é NC ey PONG Cah Dy Pa Ne 
LO érel wTTHTAY Kpé UITépTEpa Kal épvaarTo, 
/ / / 2 9 r n 
poipas Saccapevot Saivuvt épixvdéa daita: 280 
\ > ee Zee Jeli. Ae a f a) tf 
Tap 6 ap Odvacni potpav Oécav ob TrovéovTo 
ionv, OS AVTOL TED EMaYYAVOY" HS yap avayeL 
Tnr€uaxos, diros vios ‘Oduvaanos Oetoro. 
Mvnoripas © ot waurav aynvopas eta AOnvy 


AWLns taverOat Ovparyéos, dbp ett wadrAOV 285 


dum ayos Kpadinv Aaeptiaddnv Odvaoja. 

Av O€ TLS év wvnoTHpow avnp aleuioTla ELows, 
Kryowros 3 évow éoxe, Sadun © évi oixta vater 
os On TOL KTEaTEGoL TreTOLOWS DeaTreciota: } 


pvacKket Odvaaios dnv otyopévoto Oapapta. 2908 


e ¢ id an ig 4 10 = 
OS pa TOTE pyNnTTHpaow UTEppiaddotot peTNVOG 
“Kéxruté ev, pvnaoTHnpes aynvopes, OPpa Tt Ei Tra’ 
otpay pev On Eetvos eyes TaNaL, WS ETrEOLKEV 
MOLPAY [LEV. O17) CELVOS CX Meat) , 
\ if 2 ANN , 
lonv: ov yap KaXov atéwBew oveée dtKatov 


Ecivous Tnreudyou, os Kev Ta5e OOpal” ixnrat. 2958 


an b) X 
GNX’ aye of Kal éy@ b@ Eetviov, ddpa Kal avTos 
x \ / / / LS. yA 
NE NOETPOYOM OWN Yépas NE TO ANAM 
e A / 3 
Su@wrv, ob Kata d@pat ‘'Odvacnos Oetoio. 
ll 
“Os ettr@v éEppire Boos oda yerpl Taye, 
' @eomecloiot : marpds Eoto, 


294 


Nhe 








\ethe, 














THE ODYSSEY, XX. 273-209 


us in his speech. For Zeus, son of Cronos, did not —_~ 


suffer it, else would we ere now have silenced him 
in the halls, clear-voiced talker though he is.”’ 

So spoke Antinous, but Telemachus paid no heed 
to his words. Meanwhile the heralds were leading 
through the city the holy hecatomb of the gods, and 
the long-haired Achaeans gathered together beneath 
a shady grove of Apollo, the archer-god. 

But when they had roasted the outer flesh and 
drawn it off the spits, they divided the portions and 
feasted a glorious feast. And by Odysseus those who 


_ served set a portion equal to that which they re- 


ceived themselves, for so Telemachus commanded, 
the dear son of divine Odysseus. 

But the proud wooers Athene would in no wise 
suffer to abstain from bitter outrage, that pain might 
sink yet deeper into the heart of Odysseus, son of 
Laertes. There was among the wooers a man with 
his heart set on lawlessness—Ctesippus was his name, . 
and in Same was his dwelling—who, trusting for- 
sooth in his boundless wealth, wooed the wife of 
Odysseus, that had long been gone. He it was who 
now spoke among the haughty wooers: 

« Hear me, ye proud wooers, that I may say some- 
what. A portion has the stranger long had, an equal — 
portion, as is meet ; for it is not well nor just to rob 
of their due the guests of Telemachus, whosoever 
he be that comes to this house. Nay, come, I too 


will give him a stranger’s-gift, that he in turn may 
give a present either to the bath-woman or to some 


other of the slaves who are in the house of godlike 
Odysseus.” 
So saying, he hurled with strong hand the hoof of 
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. THE ODYSSEY, XX. 300-327 


an ox, taking it up from the basket where it lay. 
But Odysseus avoided it with a quick turn of his 
head, and in his heart he smiled a right grim and 


le _ bitter smile; and the ox’s hoof struck the well-built 








wall. Then Telemachus rebuked Ctesippus, and said : 

“ Ctesippus, verily this thing fell out more to thy 
soul's profit. Thou didst not smite the stranger, for 
he himself avoided thy missile, else surely would I 
have struck thee through the middle with my sharp 
spear, and instead of a wedding feast thy father 
would have been busied with a funeral feast in this | 
land. Wherefore let no man, I warn you, make a 
show of frowardness in my house; for now I mark 
and understand all things, the good and the evil, 
whereas heretofore I was Be: a child. But none. aw 
less we still endure to see these deeds, while sheep 
are slaughtered, and wine dyunk, and bread con- | 
sumed, for hard it is for one man to restrain many. 
Yet come, no longer work me harm of your evil 
wills. But if you are minded even now to slay me 
_ myself with the sword, even that would I choose, 
and it would be better far to die than continually to 
behold these shameful deeds, strangers mishandled 
and men dragging the handmaidens in shameful 
fashion through the fair hall.” 

So he spoke, and they were all hushed in silence, 
but at last there spoke among them Agelaus, son 
of Damastor : 

“Friends, no man in answer to what has been 
fairly spoken would wax wroth and make reply with 
wrangling words. Abuse not any more the stranger 
nor any of the slaves that are in the house of divine 
Odysseus. But to Telemachus and his mother I 
would speak a gentle word, if perchance it may find 
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' The portents here mentioned—both those narrated as 
caused by the intervention of Athene and those seen in the 
prophetic vision of Theoclymenus—are familiar from the 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 328-352 


favour in the minds of both. So long as the hearts 
in your breasts had hope that wise Odysseus would 


| -return to his own house, so long there was no 


ground for blame that you waited, and. restrained 
the wooers in your halls; for this was the better 
course, had Odysseus returned and come back to his 


| house. But now this is plain, that he will return no 








more. Nay then, come, sit by thy mother and tell 
her this, namely that she must wed him whosoever is 
the best man, and who offers the most gifts; to the 
end that thou mayest enjoy in peace all the heritage 
of thy fathers, eating and drinking, and that she 
may keep the house of another.”’ 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Nay, by 
Zeus, Agelaus, and by the woes of my father, who 
somewhere far from Ithaca has perished or is wan- 
- dering, in no wise do I delay my mother’s marriage, 
but I bid her wed what man she will, and I offer 
besides gifts past counting. But I am ashamed to 
drive her forth from the hall against her will by a 
word of compulsion. May God never bring such a 
thing to pass. 

So spoke Telemachus, but among the wooers 
Pallas Athene roused unquenchable laughter, and 
turned their wits awry. And now they laughed with 
alien li IDs, and all bedabbled with blood was the flesh 
they ate,' and their eyes were filled with tears and’ 
their spirits set on wailing. Then among them 
spoke godlike Theoclymenus : 

_ “Ah, wretched men, what evil is this that you. 
suffer? Shrouded in night are your heads and your 
faces and your knees beneath you; kindled is the 


sagas and folk-poetry of various peoples as indicative of 
death and destruction. : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 353-380 


_ sound of wailing, bathed in tears are your cheeks, 
j and sprinkled with blood are the walls and the fair 
| rafters. And full of ghosts is the porch and full the 
court, of ghosts that hasten down to Erebus beneath 
| the darkness, and the sun has perished out of heaven 
and an evil mist hovers over all.”’ 

So he spoke, but they all laughed merrily at him. 
And among them Eurymachus, son of Polybus, was 
the first to speak : 

“Mad _is.the stranger that has newly come from 
abroad. Quick, ye youths, convey him forth out of 
doors to go his way to the place of assembly, since 
here he finds it like night.” 

Then godlike Theoclymenus answered him: 
_ “ Kurymachus, in no wise do I bid thee give me 


| guides for my way. I have eyes and ears and my 


two feet, and a mind in my breast that is in no wise 
_ meanly fashioned. With these will I go forth out of 
| doors, for I mark evil coming upon you which not one 
| of the wooers may escape or avoid, of all you who 
in the house of godlike Odysseus insult men and 
devise wicked folly.’ 

So saying, he went forth from the stately halls 
and came to Piraeus, who received him with a ready 
heart. But all the wooers, looking at one another, 
sought to provoke Telemachus by laughing at his 
guests. And thus would one of the proud youths 
speak : 

“Telemachus, no man is more unlucky in_his 
guests than thou, seeing that thou keepest such a 

thy vagabond as this man here, always wanting 
bread and wine, and skilled neither in the works of 
peace nor those of war, but a mere burden of the 
earth. And this other fellow again stood up to 
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THE ODYSSEY, XX. 381-394 


Ee sohesy. Nay, if thou wouldst hearken to me_it 
would be better far: let us fling these strangers on 
board a benched ship, and send them to the Sici- 
lians, whence they would bring’ thee in a fitting 
rice. | 
So spake the wooers, but he paid no heed to 
ici words. Nay, in silence he watched his ‘father, 
ever waiting until he should put — his hands 
upon the shameless wooers. 

But the daughter of Icarius,- wise Pesiclape had 
set her beautiful chair over against them, and heard 
the words of each man in the hall. For they had 
made ready their meal in the midst of their laughing, 
_a sweet meal, and one to satisfy the heart, for they 
had slain many beasts. But never could meal have 
been more graceless than a supper such as a goddess 
and a mighty man were soon to set before them. For 
unprovoked they were contriving deeds of shame. 

1 GAgow (2.€. &Agorey) iS a conjecture of Bekker’s ; the 
plural verb is demanded by the sense. Others change rots 


_ €eivovs. in line 382 to rbv <eivoyv. It seems impossible to 
assume ‘‘the sale” as subject to aagou. 
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BOOK XXI 


. But the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, put it 
into the heart of the daughter of Icarius, wise 
Penelope, to set before the wooers in the halls of 
Odysseus the bow and the gray iron, to be a contest 
and the beginning of death. She climbed the high 
stairway to her chamber, and took the bent key in her 
strong hand—a goodly ‘key of bronze, and on it was 
a handle of ivory. And she went her way with her 


_ handmaidens to a store-room, far remote, where lay 


z 
- 


| bow and the quiver that held the arrows, and many 


the treasures of her lord, bronze and gold and. iron, 
wrought with toil. And there lay the back-bent 


arrows were in it, fraught with groanings — gifts 
which a friend of ‘Odysseus had given him when 
he met him once in Lacedaemon, even Iphitus, son of 
Kurytus, a man like unto the immortals. They two 
had met one another in Messene in the house of 
wise Ortilochus. Odysseus verily had come to collect 
a debt which the whole people owed him, for the 
men of Messene had lifted from Ithaca in their 
benched ships three hundred sheep and the shep- 
herds with them. It was on an embassy in_quest of 


4 these that Odysseus had come a far journey, while he 


was but a youth; for his father and the other elders 
had sent him forth. And Iphitus, on his part, had 
come in search of twelve brood mares, which he had 
lost, with sturdy mules at the teat; but to him 
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AUTiK dip’ A 7 iudvra Joas améXuvoe Kop oVNS; 
év 5é KANO He, Ouvpéwy 8 avéxoTTev oyhas 


1 néoKxer’: OéoKeT. 





1 Others render ‘‘ was an accomplice in monstrous deeds.” 
2 On the inside of the door was a bar or bolt to which 
a thong was attached. ‘This thong passed through a hole in 
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| thereafter did they bring death and doom, when he 
'  eame to the stout-hearted ‘son of Zeus, the man 
_ Heracles, who well knew! deeds of daring; for 
Heracles slew him, his guest though he was, in his 
own house, ruthlessly, and had: regard neither for 
the wrath of-the gods nor for the table which he 
had set before him, but slew the man thereafter, and 
himself kept the stout-hoofed mares in his _ halls. 
It was while asking for these that Iphitus met 
Odysseus, and gave him the bow, which of old great 
Eurytus had been wont to bear, and had left at his 
death to his son in his lofty house. And to Iphitus 
Odysseus gave a sharp sword and a mighty spear, as 
(the beginning of loving friendship} yet they never 
knew one another at the table, for ere that might 
‘be the son of Zeus had slain Iphitus, son of Eurytus, 
aman like unto the immortals, who gave Odysseus 
the bow. This bow goodly Odysseus, when going 
forth to war, would never take with him on the 
black ships, but it lay in his halls at home as a 


i/ memorial of a dear friend, and he carried it in his © 





own land. 7 

Now when the fair lady had come to the 
store-room, and had stepped upon the threshold of 
oak, which of old the carpenter had skilfully planed 
and made straight to the line—thereon had he also 


AelncB nto 6 


fitted door-posts, and set on them bright doors— 
straightway she quickly loosed the thong? from the 
handle and thrust in the key, and with sure aim shot 


the door, and, when the door was closed from the outside, 
served as a means of drawing the bolt into its socket; the 
thong was then fastened toa hook. To open the door from 
without the thong was first unfastened, and then the bolt 
was forced back by the key, which presumably fitted the 
aperture with nicety ; hence the phrase ‘‘ with sure aim.” 
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1 Line 66 (=xviii. 211) is omitted in some M&S. 
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back the bolts. And as a bull bellows when grazing 


| ina meadow, even so bellowed the fair doors, smitten 








by the key; and quickly they flew open before her. 
Then she stepped upon the high floor, where the 
chests stood in which fragrant raiment was stored, 
and stretched out her hand from thence and took 
from its peg the bow together with the bright case 
which surrounded it. And there she sat down and 
laid the case upon her knees and wept aloud, and 
took out the bow of her lord. But when she lad 
_ had her fill of tearful wailing, she went her way to 
the hall, to the company of the lordly wooers, 
bearing in her hands the back-bent bow and the 
quiver that held the arrows, and many arrows were 
in it, fraught with groanings. And by her side her 
maidens bore a chest, wherein lay abundance of iron 
and_ bronze, gay battle-gear of her lord. Now 
when the fair lady Pe sehed the wooers, she stood 
by the door-post of the well-built hall, holding 
before her face her shining veil; anda faithful hand- 
‘maid stood on either side le of her. Then straightway 
she spoke among the wooers, and said: 

“ Hear me, ye proud wooers, who have beset this 
house to eat and drink ever without end, since its 
master has long been gone, nor could you find any 
other_plea_to_urge, save only as desiring to wed me 
and take me to wife. Nay, come now, ye wooers, 
since this is shewn to be your prize.! I will set before 
you the great bow of divine Odysseus, and whosoever 
shall most easily string the bow in his hands and 
shoot an arrow through all twelve axes, with him | 
will I go, and forsake this house of my wedded life, 
a house most fair and filled with livelihood, which, 
methinks I[ shall ever remember even in my dreams.” 


1 She means herself, not the bow; cf. 106. 
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, So she spoke, and bade Kumaeus, the goodly swine- 
| herd, set for the wooers the bow and the grey iron. 
| And, bursting into tears, Eumaeus took them and 
| laid them down, and in another place the neatherd 
wept, when he saw the bow of his lord. Then Antinous 
rebuked them, and spoke, and addressed them: 

“Foolish boors, who mind only the things of the 
day! Wretched pair, why now do you shed tears, 
and trouble the soul in the breast of the lady, whose 
heart even as it is lies low in pain, seeing that she 
has lost her dear husband? Nay, sit and feast in 

‘silence, or else go forth and weep, and leave the bow 
here behind as a decisive! contest for the wooers; 
for not easily, methinks, is this polished bow to be 
strung. For there is no man among all these here 
such as Odysseus was, and | myself saw him. For I 
‘remember him, though I was still but a child.” | 

So he spoke, but the heart in his breast hoped that 
he would string the bow and shoot an arrow through 
the iron. Yet verily he was to be the first to taste 

of an arrow from the hands of noble Odysseus, whom 
then he, as he sat in the halls, was dishonouring, and 
urging on all his comrades. 

Then among them spoke the strong and mighty 
Telemachus : “ Lo now, of a truth Zeus, son of Cronos, 
has made me witless. My dear mother, for all that 
she is wise, declares that she will follow another lord, 

_ forsaking this house; yet I laugh, and am glad with 
a witless mind. Come then, ye wooers, since this 
is shewn to be your prize, a lady, the like of whom is 
not now in the Achaean land, neither in sacred Pylos, 
nor in Argos, nor in Mycene, nor yet in Ithaca itself, 
nor in the dark mainland. Nay, but of yourselves 

_ you know this—what need have I to praise my 

1 Others render ‘‘ deadly ” or ‘‘ terrible” ; but see Monro. 
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mother? Come then, put not the matter aside with 


| excuses, nor any more turn away too long from the 





drawing of the bow, that we may see the issue. Yea, 
and I would myself make trial of yon bow. If I 
shall string it and shoot an arrow through the iron, 
it will not vex me that my honoured mother should 
leave this house and go along with another, seeing 
that I should be left here able now to wield the 
goodly battle-gear of my father.” 

With this he flung the scarlet cloak from off his 
back, and sprang up erect; and he laid his sharp 
sword from off his shoulders. First then he set up 
the axes, when he had dug a trench, one long trench 
for all, and made it straight to the line, and about 
them he stamped-in the earth. And amazement 
seized all who saw him, that he set them out so 
orderly, though before he had never seen them. 
Then he went and stood upon the threshold, and 
began to try the bow. Thrice he made it quiver in 
his eagerness to draw it, and thrice he relaxed his 
effort, though in his heart he hoped to string the 
bow and shoot an arrow through the iron. And -now 
at the last he would’ haply have strung it in his 
might, as for the fourth time he sought to draw up 
the string, but Odysseus nodded in dissent,. and 
checked him in his eagerness. Then the strong and 
mighty Telemachus spoke among them again: 4 

“Out on it, even in days to come shall I be a 
coward and a weakling, or else I am too young, and 
have not yet trust in my might to defend me against 
a man, when one waxes wroth without a cause. But, 
come now, you that are mightier than I, make trial 
of the bow, and let us end the contest.” 

So saying, he set the bow from him on the ground, 
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_ leaning it against the jointed, polished door, and hard 

- by he leaned the swift arrow against the fair bow-tip, 
and then sat down again on the seat from which he 
had risen. 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, spoke among 
them: “ Rise up in order, all you of our company, 
from left to right, beginning from the place where 
the cupbearer pours the wine.”’ 

_ $o'spoke Antinous, and his word was pleasing to 
them. Then first arose Leiodes, son of Oecnops, 
who was their soothsayer, and ever sat by the fair 
mixing-bowl in the innermost part of the hall; 
deeds of wanton folly were hateful to him alone, 
and he was full of indignation at all the wooers. 
He it was who now first took the bow and swift 
arrow, and he went and stood upon the threshold, 
and began to try the bow; but he could not string 
it. Ere that might be his hands grew weary, as he 
sought to draw up the string, his unworn delicate 

hands; and he spoke among the wooers : 

“Friends, it is not I that shall string it; let 
another we it. For many princes shall this wey 

_ rob of spirit_and of life, since verily it is better far 
to die than to live on and fail of that for the sake 
of which we ever gather here, waiting expectantly 
day after day. Now many a man even hopes in his 
heart and desires to wed Penelope, the wife of 
Odysseus; but when he shall have made trial of the 
bow, and seen the outcome, thereafter let him woo 
some other of the fair-robed Achaean women with 
his gifts, and seek to win her; then should Penelope wows i 
wed him who offers most, and who comes as her 
fated lord.” 

So he spoke, and set the bow from him, leaning it 
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against the jointed, polished door, and hard by he 
leaned the swift arrow against the fair bow-tip, and 


| : _ then sat down on the seat from which he had risen. 





But Antinous rebuked him, and spoke, and addressed 
him : ‘‘ Leiodes, what a word has escaped the barrier 
of thy teeth, a dread word and grievous! I| am 
angered to hear it, if forsooth this bow. is to rob 
princes of spirit and of life, because thou art not 
able to string it. For, I tell thee, thy honoured 
mother did not bear thee of such strength as to 
draw a bow and shoot arrows; but others of the — 
lordly wooers will soon string it.”’ 

So he spoke, and called to Melanthius, the 
goatherd: “Come now, light a fire in the hall, 
Melanthius; and set by it a great seat with a fleece 
upon it, and bring forth a great cake of the fat that 
is within, that we youths may warm the bow, and 
anoint it with fat, and so make trial of it, and end 
the contest.” 

So he spoke, and Melanthius straightway rekindled 
_the unwearied fire, and brought and placed by it a 
great seat with a fieece upon it, and he brought 
forth a great cake of the fat that was within. 
Therewith the youths warmed the bow, and made 
trial of it, but they could not string it, for they 
were far lacking in strength. 

Now Antinous was still persisting and godlike 
Eurymachus, leaders of the wooers, who were far 
the best in valiance ; but those other two had gone 
forth both together from the hall, the neatherd and 
the swineherd of divine Odysseus; and after them 
Odysseus himself went forth from the house. But 
when they were now outside the gates and the court, 
he spoke and addressed them with gentle words: 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 193-220 


“ Neatherd, and thou too swineherd, shall I tell 


te _ you something or keep it to myself? Nay, my spirit 








bids me tell it. What manner of men would you be 
to defend Odysseus, if he should come from some- 
where thus suddenly, and some god should bring him? 
Would you bear aid to the wooers or to Odysseus ? 
Speak out as your heart and spirit bid you.” 

Then the herdsmen of the cattle answered him : 
“Father Zeus, oh that thou wouldest fulfil this 
wish! Grant that that man may come back, and 
that some god may guide him. Then shouldest 
thou know what manner of might is mine, and how 
my hands obey.” 

And even in like manner did Eumaeus pray to all 
the gods that wise Odysseus might come back to his 
own home. 

But when he knew with certainty the mind of these, 

_ he made answer, and spoke to them again, saying: 
_ © At home now in truth am I here before you, my 
_very self. After many grievous toils I am come in 
the twentieth year to my native land. And I know 
that by you two alone of all my thralls is my coming 
desired, but of the rest have I heard not one praying 
that I might come back again to my home. But to 
you two will I tell the truth, even as it shall be. If 
a god shall subdue the lordly-wooers unto me, I will 
bring you each a wife, and will give you possessions 
and a house built near my own, and thereafter you 
two shall be in my eyes friends and brothers of Tele- 
‘machus. Nay, come, more than this, I will shew you 
also a manifest sign, that you may know me well and 
be assured in heart, even the scar of the wound which 
long ago a boar dealt me with his white tusk, when 
I went to Parnassus with the sons of Autolycus.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 221-248 


So saying, he drew aside the rags from the great 

| sear. And when the two had seen it, and had 

| marked each thing well, they flung their arms about 

_ wise Odysseus, oa wept ; and they kissed his head 
and shoulders in loving welcome. And even in like 
manner Odysseus kissed their heads and _ hands. 
And now the light of the sun would have gone down 
upon their weeping, had not Odysseus himself 
checked them, and said : 

“ Cease now from weeping and wailing, lest some 
one come forth from the hall and see us, and make it 
known within as well. But go within one after 
another, not all together, I first and you thereafter, 
and let this be made a sign. All the rest, as many 

as are lordly wooers, will ‘not suffer the bow and the 
quiver to be given to me; but do thou, goodly 
Kumaeus, as thou bearest the bow through the halls, 
place it in my hands, and bid the women bar the 
close-fitting doors of their hall. And if any one of 
them hears groanings or the din of men within 
our walls, let them not rush out, but remain where 
| they are in silence at their work. But to thee, 

goodly Philoetius, do I give charge to fasten with a 
| bar the gate of the court, and swiftly to cast a cord 
upon it.” 

So saying, he entered the stately house, and went 
and sat down on the seat from which he had risen. 
And the two slaves of ne Odysseus went in as 
well. 

Eurymachus was now handling the bow, warming 
it on this side and on that in the light of the fire; 
but not even so was he able to string it; and in his 
noble heart he groaned, and with a burst of anger he 
spoke and addressed them : 
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‘mourn so greatly, grieved though I am; for there 
are many other Achaean women, some in sea-girt 


Ithaca itself, and some in other cities; but I mourn 
if in truth we fall so far short of godlike Odysseus 


THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 249-275 


- “Out on it! Verily I am grieved for myself and — 
‘\for you all. It is in no wise for the marriage that I 


gad might, seeing that we cannot string his bow. 


This is a reproach for men that are yet to be to 
hear of.”’ 


Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, answered in 
« Hurymachus, this shall not be so, and thou of thyself 
too knowest it. For to-day throughout the land is 
the feast of the god!—a holy feast. Who then 
would bend a bow? Nay, quietly set it by; and as 


for the axes—what if we should let them all stand as 


they are? Noman, methinks, will come to the hall 
of Odysseus, son of Laertes, and carry them off. 


_ Nay, come, let the bearer pour drops for libation into 


the:cups, that we may pour libations, and lay aside 
the curved bow. And in the morning bid Melanthius, 
the goatherd, to bring she-goats, far the best in all 
the herds, that we may lay thigh-pieces on the altar 
of Apollo, the famed archer ; and so make trial of the 


_ bow, and end the contest.” 


So spoke Antinous, and his word was pleasing to 
them. Then the heralds poured water over their 
hands, and youths filled the bowls brim full of drink, 
and served out to all, pouring first drops for libation 


| into the cups. But when they had poured libations, 


and had drunk to their heart’s content, then with 
crafty mind Odysseus of many wiles spoke among 


| them: 


“Hear me, wooers of the glorious queen, that I 
1 4.¢, of Apollo, the archer-god ; cf. 1. 267. 
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1 Line 276 (=xvii. 469; xviii. 352), lacking in the MSS., is | 
found in the oldest editions. : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 276-302 


may say what the heart in my breast bids me. To 
| Eurymachus most of all do I make my prayer, and 
_ to godlike Antinous, since this word also of his was 


| spoken aright, namely that for the present you cease 








to try the bow, and leave the issue with the gods ; 
and in the morning the god will give the victory to 
whomsoever he will. But come, give me the polished 
bow, that in your midst I may prove my hands and 
strength, whether I have yet might such as was of 
old in my supple limbs, or whether by now my 
wanderings and lack of food have destroyed it.” 

So he spoke, and they all waxed exceeding wroth, 
fearing lest he might string the polished bow. And 
Antinous rebuked -him, and spoke and addressed 
him : 

« Ah, wretched stranger, thou hast no wit, no, not 
a trace. Art thou not content that thou feastest 
undisturbed in our proud company, and_lackest 
naught of the banquet, but hearest our words and 
our speech, while no other that is a stranger and 
_ beggar hears our words? It is wine that wounds thee, 
honey-sweet wine, which works harm to others too, 
if one takes it in great gulps, and drinks beyond 
measure. It was wine that made foolish even the 
centaur, glorious -Eurytion, in the hall of great- 
hearted Peirithous, when he went to the Lapithae ; 
and when his heart had been made foolish with wine, 
in his madness he wrought evil in the house of Peiri- 
thous. Then grief seized the heroes, and they leapt 
up and dragged him forth through the gateway, 
when they had shorn off his ears and his nostrils with 
the pitiless bronze, and he, made foolish in heart, 
went his way, bearing with him the curse of his sin 
in the folly of his heart. From hence the feud arose 
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1 Line 308 is omitted in some MSS. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 303-332 


| between the centaurs and mankind; but it was for 
}| himself first that he found evil, being heavy with 
4 wine. Even so do I declare great harm for thee, if 
thou shalt string the bow, for thou shalt meet with 
- no dness at the hands of anyone in our land, but 
~ we will send thee straightway in a black ship to king 
Echetus, the maimer of all men, from whose hands 
thou shalt in no wise escape alive. Nay, then, be 
still, and drink thy wine, and do not strive with men 
younger than thou.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “ Antinous, 
it is not well nor just to_rob of their due the guests 
of Telemachus, whosoever he be that comes to this 
house. Dost thou think that, if yon stranger strings 
the great bow of Odysseus, trusting in his strength 
and his might, he will lead me to his home, and 
make me his wife? Nay, he himself, I ween, has 
not this hope in his breast ; so let no one of you on 
this account sit at meat here in sorrow of heart; 
nay, that were indeed unseemly.” 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered her : 
« Daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, it is not that 
we think the man will lead thee to his home—that 
were indeed unseemly—but that we dread the talk of 
men and women, lest hereafter some base fellow 
among the Achaeans should say: ‘ Truly men weaker 
far are wooing the wife of a noble man, and cannot 
string his polished bow. But another, a beggar, that 
came on his wanderings, easily strung the bow, and 
shot through the iron.’ Thus will men speak, but 
to us this would become a reproach.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him again: “ Eury- 
machus, in no wise can there be good report in the 
land for men who dishonour and consume the house 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 333-359 


of a prince. Why then do you make this matter! — 


a reproach? This stranger is right tall and well- 
built, and declares himself to be born the son “of a 
good father. Nay, come, give him the polished bow 
and let us see. For thus ‘will I speak out to thee, 
and this word shall verily be brought to pass; if he 
shall string the bow, and Apollo grant him glory, I 
will clothe him with a cloak and tunic, fair raiment, 
and will give him a sharp javelin to ward off dogs 
and men, and a two-edged sword; and I will give 
him sandals to bind beneath his feet, and will 
send him whithersoever his heart and spirit bid 
him go.’ 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “My 
mother, as for the bow, no man of the Achaeans has 
a better right than I to give or to deny it to whom- 
soever I will—no, not all those who lord it in 
rocky Ithaca, or in the islands towards horse-pastur- 
ing Elis. No man among these shall thwart me 
against my will, even though I should wish to give 
this bow outright to the stranger to bear away with 
him. But do thou go to thy chamber, and busy 
thyself with thine own 1 tasks, the loom and the distaff, 
and bid thy handmaids ply their tasks. The bow 
shall be for men, for all, but most of all for me; 
since mine is the authority in the house.”’ 

She then, seized with wonder, went back to her 
chamber, for she laid to heart the wise saying of her 
son. Upto her upper chamber she went with her 
handmaids, and then bewailed Odysseus, her dear 
husband, until flashing-eyed Athene cast sweet sleep 
upon her eyelids. 

Now the goodly swineherd had taken the curved 


+ 1.€, that the stranger should handle the bow. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 360-387 


bow and was bearing it, but the wooers all cried out 
in the halls. And thus would one of the proud 
youths speak : 

“ Whither, pray, art thou beari ing the curved bow, 
miserable swineherd, thou man distraught : ? Soon by 
thy swine, alone and apart from men, shall the swift 
hounds devour thee—hounds thyself didst rear—if 
but Apollo be gracious to us, and the other immortal 
gods.” 

So they spoke, and he set down the bow, as he bore 
it, in that very place, seized with fear because many 
men were crying out aloud in the halls. But Tele- 
machus on the other side called out threateningly : 

“Father, bear on the bow—soon shalt thou 
rue giving heed to all—lest, younger though I am, 
I drive thee to the field, and pelt thee with stones ; 
eon ane I am the better. I would that I 
were even so much better in strength and might 


than all the wooers that are in the house; then 





would I soon send many a one forth from our house 


to go his way in evil case; for they devise wickedness.” 





So he spoke, but all the wooers laughed merrily 
at him, and relaxed the bitterness of their anger 
against Telemachus. Howbeit the swineherd bore 
the bow through the hall, and came up to wise 
Odysseus, and put it in his hands. Then he called 
forth the nurse Eurycleia, and said to her: 

“‘Telemachus bids thee, wise Eurycleia, to bar 
the close-fitting doors of ‘the hall, and if any of 
the women hear within groanings or the din of men 
in our halls, let them not rush out, but remain 
where they are in silence at their work.” 
| .So he spoke, but her word remained niin ee 
|. and she barred the doors of the stately halls. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 388-414 


But in silence Philoetius hastened forth from 
_ the house, and barred the. gates of the well-fenced 
court. Now there lay beneath the portico the 
cable of a curved ship, made of byblus.plant, where- 
with he made fast the gates, and then himself went 
within. Thereafter he came and sat down on the 
seat from which he had risen, and gazed upon 
Odysseus; now he was already handling the bow, 
turning it round and round, and trying it this way 
and that, lest worms might have eaten the horns, 
while its lord was afar. And thus would one speak 
with a glance at his neighbour : 

“Verily he has a shrewd eye, and is a cunning 
knave with a bow. It x may be haply that he has 
himself such bows stored away at home, or else he is 
minded to make one, that he thus turns it this way 
and that in his hands, the rascally vagabond.” 

And again another of the proud youths would say : 
“ Would that the fellow{might find profit in just such 
measure as he shall prove able ever to string this 
bow. 

So spoke the wooers, but Odysseus of many wiles, 
as soon as he had Jifted the great bow and scanned 
it on every side—even as when a man well-skilled 
in the lyre and in song easily stretches the string 
about a new peg, making fast at eithers end the 
twisted sheep-gut—so without effort did Odysseus 
string the great bow. And he held it in his right 
hand, and tried the string, which sang sweetly be- 
neath his touch, like to aswallow in tone. But upon 
the wooers came great grief, and the faces of them 
changed colour, and Zeus thundered loud, shewing 
forth his signs. Then glad at heart was the much- 
enduring, goodly Odysseus that the son of crooked- 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXI. 415-434 


- counselling Cronos sent him an omen, and he took up 


i a swift arrow, which lay by him on the table, bare, 








but the others were stored within the hollow quiver, 
even those of which the Achaeans were soon to taste. 
This he took, and laid upon the bridge of the bow, 
and drew the bow- string and the notched. arrow 
even from the chair where he sat, and let fly the 
shaft with sure aim, and did not miss the end of the 
handle of one of the axes, but clean through and out 
at the end passed the arrow weighted with bronze. 
But he spoke to Telemachus, saying : 

_ “Telemachus, the stranger that sits in thy halls 
brings no_ shame. upon_thee, nor in any wise did I 
miss the mark, or labour long in stringing the bow ; 
still is my strength unbroken—not as the wooers 
scornfully taunt me. But now it is time that supper 
too be made ready for the Achaeans, while yet there — 
is light, and thereafter must yet other sport be made 
with song and with the lyre ; for these things are 
the accompaniments of a feast.”’ 

Fle spoke, and made a sign with his brows, and 
Telemachus, the dear son of divine Odysseus, girt 
about him his sharp sword, and took his spear in his 
grasp, and stood by the chair at his father’s side, 
armed with gleaming bronze. 


335 


X 


| | : : 
Adtap 0 yupvadn paxéov torvuntis Odvaceds, 
S S >) \ VA Pd 5 / 4 X 16 \ f ; 
aNToO O él meyav ovdov, eywv Prov noe hapeTpHv 

lal / . 
iov éuTreinv, Tayéas O éxXevaT oic TOUS 

lal / A \ nA 
avTOD TpodVe TrOdMY, ETA O€ "YNOTHPOW EevTrev 
“Odtos pév 67 deOXos adatos éxTeTéeAETTAL’ 

a \ YA A bs , / b / 

vOV. AUTE TKOTTOV ANXOV, OV OV Tw TIS BareV avnp, 


yy 7 / , lf Q bd f on 
eloopatl, al Ke TUX@pL, TOpH SE wot EVXOS ATrOAXaV. fF, 


Ss \ 3 arr! , A VA > D ve ii 
H xai ém Avtwow wluveto TiKpov oi Tov. 
7) TOL O KANOY Adetcov avatpnoerOat EMENNE, 
tesa oein : ° 
XpvaEov AupwrTov, Kal 6) meTAa YEepoW evopa, 
v ie / , z e > Dist la) 
Oppa Tot ovoro: hovos S€ ot ovK evi Ovp@ 
; ie iv ’ y 2° *3 Wf f 
péuBreTo: Tis kK olovTO eT avdpaor SaLTUpOVETCL 
_povvov évi TEOVETCL, Kal EL Mada KapTEpoS Ein, 
ot TevEew Odvatov Te KaKov Kab i péXaivan ; 
: 
tov © Odvaevs Kata Ne cris a ec igi i@, 
GQVTLKpU © aTraXoto OL avyevos i sido 
éxnrivdn & eTEp mare, O€TTAS O€ OL EKTETE Xeipos 
ere avuTixa © avrOS ava pleas Taxus HrAGev 
aimaros ie Gods & dé elo tpdmetav 
@oe TOOL TAHEAS, ATO O eldaTa yevev Epate 
aitos Te Kpéa T OTTA HopU Lo ouddnoav 
5 péa T O puveTo. Tot 0 omdoy 
a \ Wy ’ vA VANE 7 / 
pvnorhpes Kata d@ual’, draws idov dvdpa mecorTa, 


6 Je J 
39 a 


a“ 














BOOK XXII 


| Bur Odysseus of many wiles stripped off bis rags 
| and sprang to the great threshold with the bow 
| and the quiver full of arrows, and poured forth the 
swift arrows right there before his feet, and spoke 
among the wooers : 

«Lo, now at last is this decisive contest ended ; 
and now as for another joa which till now no man 
has ever smitten, I will know ! if haply I may strike it, 
and Apollo grant me glory.”’ 

-He spoke, and aimed a bitter arrow at Antinous. 
_Now he was on the point of raising to his lips a fair 

let, a two-eared cup of gold, and was even now 
handling it, that he might drink of the wine, and ~ 
death was not in his thoughts. For who among men 
| that sat at meat could think that one man among 
| many, how strong soever he were, would bring.upon 
| himself evil death and black fate? But Odysseus 
} took aim, and smote him with an arrow in the throat, 
i) and clean out through the tender neck passed the 
}) point; he sank to one side, and the cup fell from 
| his hand as he was smitten, and straightway up 
} through his nostrils there came a thick jet of the blood 
| of man ; and qu quickly he thrust the table from him 
} with a kick of his foot, and spilled alf the food on 
| the floor, and the bread and roast flesh were befouled. 
4} Then into uproar broke the wooers through the halls, 
| as they saw the man fallen, and from their high seats 


> Or, taking efooua: as fut. of efu:, ‘<I will make for another 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 23-46 


_ they sprang, driyen_in fear through the hall, gazing 
everywhere along the well-built walls; but nowhere 
was there a shield or mighty spear to seize. But 
they railed at Odysseus with angry words: 

«Stranger, to thy cost dost thou shoot at 
men; never again shalt thou take part in other 
contests ; now is thy utter destruction sure. Aye, for 
thou hast now slain a man who was far the best 
of the youths in Ithaca; therefore shall vultures 
devour thee here.” 

So spoke ! each man, for verily they thought that 
he had not slain the man wilfully ; and in their folly 
they knew not this, that over themselves one and all 
the cords of destruction had been made fast. Then 


with an angry glance from beneath his brows 





Odysseus of many wiles answered them : 

1 “Ye dogs, ye thought that I should never more 
| come home from the land of the Trojans, seeing that 
| ye wasted my house, and lay with the maidservants 
by force, and while yet I lived covertly wooed my 
wife, having no fear of the gods, who hold broad 
heaven, nor of the indignation of men, that is to be 
hereafter. Now over you one and all have the cords 


| of destruction been made fast.” 





So he spoke, and thereat? pale fear seized them 
all, and each man gazed about to see how he might 
escape utter destruction ; Eurymachus alone answered 
him, and said : 

“If thou art indeed Odysseus of Ithaca, come 
home again, this that thou sayest is just regarding 
all that the Achaeans have wrought—many deeds of 


1 Or, ‘‘so guessed’ ; see the note on xix. 203. 
2 Or the preposition may be local, ‘‘ seized the limbs of 


| all beneath them.” The same ambiguity occurs in other 





passages. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 47-73 


wanton folly in thy halls and many in the field. But 


_ he now lies dead, who was to blame for all, even 








_ Antinous; for it was he who set_on foot these deeds, 
_ not so much through desire or need of the marriage, 
but with another purpose, which the son of Cronos did 
| not bring to pass for him, that in the land of settled 
| Ithaca he might himself be king, and might lie in 
wait for thy son and slay him. But now he lies slain, 
as was his due, but do thou spare the people that are 
thine own ; and we will hereafter go about the land 
and get thee recompense for all that has been drunk 
and eaten in thy halls, and will bring each man for 
himself in requital the worth of twenty oxen, and 
pay thee back in bronze and gold until thy heart be 
warmed ; but till then no one could blame thee that 
thou art wroth.” 

' Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows 
| Odysseus of many wiles answered him: “ Eury- 
machus, not even if you should give me in requital 
all that your fathers left you, even all that you now 
have, and should add other wealth thereto from 
whence ye might, not even so would I henceforth 
stay my hands from slaying until the wooers had paid 
the full price of all their transgression. Now it lies 
before you to fight in open fight, or to flee, if any 
| man may avoid death and the fates; but many a one, 

methinks, shall not escape from utter destruction.” 

So he spoke, and their knees were loosened where 
they stood, and their hearts melted ; and Eurymachus 
spoke among them again a second time: 

“Friends, for you see that this man will not stay 
his invincible hands, but now that he has got the 
polished bow and the quiver, will shoot from the smooth 
threshold until he slays us all, come, let us take 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 74-100 


| _ thought of battle. Draw your swords, and hold the 


| tables before you against the arrows that bring swift : 
/ death, and let us all have at him in a body, in the 





hope that we may thrust him from the threshold and 
| the doorway, and go throughout the city, and so the 
| alarm be swiftly raised ; then should this fellow soon 
| have shot his last.” 

: So saying, he drew his sharp sword of bronze, 
two-edged, and sprang upon Odysseus with a terrible 
ery, but at the same instant goodly Odysseus let fly 
an arrow, and struck him upon the breast beside the 
nipple, and fixed the swift shaft in his liver. And 
Eurymachus let the sword fall from his hand to the 
| ground, and writhing over the table he bowed and 

fell, and spilt upon.the floor the food and the two- 
|) handled cup. With his brow he beat the earth in 
4 agony of soul, and with both his feet he spurned and 


| shook the chair, and a mist was shed over his eyes. 


Then Amphinomus made at glorious Odysseus, 
rushing straight upon him, and had drawn his sharp 
sword, in hope that Odysseus might give way before 
him from the door.. But Telemachus was too quick 
| for him, and cast, and smote him from behind with 
| his bronze-tipped spear between the shoulders, and 
| drove it through his breast; and he fell with a thud, 
and struck the ground full with his forehead. But 
Telemachus sprang back, leaving the long spear 
where it was, fixed in Amphinomus, for he greatly 
feared lest, as he sought to draw forth the long 


) spear, one of the Achaeans might rush upon him 


and stab him with his sword, or deal him a blow as 


| he stooped over the corpse. So he started to run, 





| and came quickly to his dear father, and standing by 
| his side spoke to him winged words: 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 101-126 


“Father, now will I bring thee a shield and two 
spears and a helmet all of bronze, well fitted to the 
temples,.and when I come back I will arm myself, 
and will give armour likewise to the swineherd and 
yon neatherd; for it is better to be clothed in 
armour. 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: ‘ Run, and bring them, while yet I have arrows 
to defend me, lest they thrust me from the door, 
alone as [ am.’ 

So he oe and Telemachus hearkened to his 
dear father, and went his way to the store-chamber 
where the glorious arms were stored. Thence he 
took four shields and eight spears and four helmets 
of bronze, with thick plumes of horse-hair; and he 
bore them forth, and quickly came to his dear father. 
Then first of all he himself girded the bronze about 
his body, and even in like manner the two slaves put 
on them the beautiful armour, and took their stand 
on either side of Odysseus, the wise and crafty- 
minded. 

But he, so long as he had arrows to defend him, 
would ever aim, and smite the wooers one by one 
in his house, a they fell thick and fast. But when 
the arrows failed the prince, as he shot, he leaned 
the bow against the door-post of the well-built hall, 
and let it stand against the bright entrance al 
For himself, he put about his shoulders a four-fold » 
shield, and set on his mighty head a well-wrought 
helmet with horse-hair plume, and terribly did the 
plume wave above him; and he took two mighty 
spears, tipped with bronze. 

Now there was in the well-built wall a certain 
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1 The dpc00ipn appears to have been a door, in the inner- 
most part of the hall, higher in level than the floor of the 
great hall itself (hence the name ‘‘raised-door”’), and 
approached by a flight of steps (the payes of line 143). This 


door may well have been invisible from where Odysseus 
stood, and it opened upon a ‘‘ way” leading into a passage 


nO. This last need not be further defined. The palace: 


embraced many smaller buildings besides the main hall, and 
there may have been many such passages between them. 
The obscure phrase axpétatov S¢ rap ovddy I understand thus : 
assuming that the ground rose slightly from the front of the 
palace to the rear, I assume further that the floor of the 
hall itself was levelled, so that the ov5és (by which I under- 


stand the whole foundation upon which the walls rested), — 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIL. 127-144 


postern door,! and along the’ topinost level of the 
threshold of the well-built hall was a way into a 
passage, and well-fitting folding doors closed it. This 
postern Odysseus bade the “goodly swineherd watch, 
taking his stand close by, for there was but {a “single 
way to reach it.| Then Agelaus spoke among the 
wooers, and declared his word to all: 

fs Friends, will not one mount up by the postern 
door, and tell the people, that so an alarm may be 
raised straightway? ‘Then should this fellow soon 
have shot his last.”’ 
_ Then Melanthius, the goatherd, answered him: “ It 
may not be, Agelaus, fostered of Zeus, for terribly 
near is the fair door of the court, and the mouth of 
the passage is hard. One man could bar the way for 
all, so he were valiant. But come, let me bring you 
from the store-room arms to don, for it is within, me- 
thinks, and nowhere else har Odysseus ao his 
glorious son have laid the arms.”’ 

So saying, Melanthius, the goatherd, mounted up by 
the steps ? of the hall to the store- rooms of Odysseus. 
Thence he took twelve shields, as many spears, and 


which was level with the threshold in front. was elevated to 
the ground level in the rear. Hence the fact that the 
dpco0vupn, Opening upon a ‘‘ way” outside, was itself above 
the floor of the hall, and had to be reached by steps. That 
the ovSdés, or foundation wall, was not itself level, but 
followed the slope of the eround, seems“to me to offer no 
difficulty. 

_ # See the preceding note. Others understand the payes 
_ to have been openings in the wall (one of which was the 
opco0upyn itself) whereby one could chmb up. But it is 
certain that the store-room was on the ground floor. The 
word fayes is, I take it, to be connected with phyvum, and 
_ to call the steps ‘‘ breaks” in an ascent is surely natural 
enough ; see Monro. 
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‘ THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 145-172 


as many helmets of bronze with thick plumes of horse- 
hair, and went his way, and quickly brought and 
gave them to the wooers. Then the knees of Odysseus 
were loosened and his heart melted, when he saw 
them donning armour and brandishing long spears 
in their hands, and great did his task seem to 
him; but quickly he spoke to Telemachus winged 
words : 

“’Telemachus, verily some one of the women in 

the halls is rousing against us an evil battle, or 
haply it is Melanthius.”’ 
_ Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Father, it 
is I myself that am at fault in this, and no other is 
to blame, for I left the close-fitting door of the 
store-room open: their watcher was better than I. 
But go now, goodly EKumaeus, close the door of the 
store-room; and see whether it is one of the women 
who does this, or Melanthius, son of Dolius, as I 
suspect.” 

Thus they spoke to one another. But Melanthius, 
the goatherd, went again to the store-room to bring 
beautiful armour; howbeit the goodly swineherd 
marked him, and straightway said to Odysseus who 
was near: 

“Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, yonder again is the pestilent fellow, 
whom we ourselves suspect, going to the store-room. 
But do thou tell me truly, shall I slay him, if I 
prove the better man, or shall I bring him hither to 
thee, that the fellow may pay for the many crimes 
- that he has planned in thy house?”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: “Verily I and Telemachus will keep the lordly 
wooers within the hall, how fierce soever they be, 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 173-199 


but do you two bend behind him his feet and his 
arms above, and cast him into the store-room, and 
tie boards behind his back; then make fast to his 
body a twisted rope, and hoist him up the tall pillar, 
till you bring him near the roof-beams, that he may 
keep alive long, and suffer grievous torment.” 

So he spoke, and they readily hearkened and 
obeyed. Forth they went to the store-room, unseen 
of him who was within. He truly was seeking for 
armour in the innermost part of the -store-room, and 
the two lay in wait; standing on either side of the 
door-posts. And when Melanthius, the goatherd, 
was about to pass: over the threshold, bearing in one 
hand a goodly helm, and in the other a broad old 
shield, flecked with rust—the shield of lord Laertes, 
which he was wont to bear in his youth, but now it 
was laid by, and the seams of its straps were loosened— 
then the two sprang upon him and seized him. They 
dragged him in by the hair, and flung him down on 
the ground in sore terror, and bound his feet and 
hands with galling bonds, binding them firmly behind 
his back, as the son of Laertes bade them, the much- 
‘enduring, goodly Odysseus; and they made fast to 
his body a twisted rope, and hoisted him up the tall 
pillar, till they brought him near the roof-beams. 
Then didst thou mock him, swineherd Eumaeus, and 
say: a 

“Now verily, Melanthius, shalt thou watch the 
whole night through, lying on a soft bed, as befits 
thee, nor shalt thou fail to mark the early Dawn, 
golden- throned, as she comes forth from the streams 
of Oceanus, at the hour when thou art wont to drive 
ny she-goats for the wooers, to prepare a feast in the 

alls.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 200-227 


So he was left there, stretched in the direful bond, 


_ but the two put on their armour, and closed the 


bright door, and went to Odysseus, the wise and 
crafty-minded. There they stood, breathing fury, 
those on the threshold but four, hile those within 


_ the hall were many and brave. Then Athene, daugh- 


ter of Zeus, drew near them, like unto Mentor in 
| form and voice, and Odysseus saw her, and was glad ; 
| and he spoke, saying: 

“Mentor, ward off ruin, and remember. me, 
thy dear comrade, who often befriended thee. Thou 
art of like age with myself.” 

So he spoke, deeming that it was Athene, the 
rouser of hosts. But the wooers on the other side 
shouted aloud in the hall, and first Agelaus, son of 
Damastor, rebuked Athene, saying: 

““ Mentor, let not Odysseus beguile thee with his 
_ words to fight against the wooers and bear aid to, 


ie himself. For in this wise, methinks, shall our will 
1 be brought to pass: when we have killed these men, 





father and son, thereafter shalt thou too be slain with 
them, such deeds art thou minded to do in these 
halls: with thine own head shalt thou pay the price. 
But when with the sword we have stripped you of 
your might, all the possessions that thou hast within 


| _ doors and in the fields we will mingle with those of 





lj) Odysseus, and will not suffer thy sons or thy 
} daughters to dwell in thy halls, nor thy faithful wife 
_to fare at large in the city of Ithaca.”’ 
So he spoke, and Athene waxed the more wroth at 
heart, and she rebuked Odysseus with angry words : 
“ Odysseus, no longer hast thou steadfast might 
nor any valour, such as was thine when for high-born 
Helen of the white arms thou didst for nine“years 
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battle with the Trojans unceasingly, and many men 
thou slewest in dread conflict, and by thy counsel 
was the broad-wayed city of Priam taken. How is it 
that now, when thou hast come to thy house and 
thine own possessions, thou shrinkest with wailing 
from playing the man, and that against the wooers? 
Nay, friend, come hither and take thy stand by my 
side, and see my deeds, that thou mayest know what 
manner of man Mentor, son of Alcimus, is to repay 
kindness in the midst of the foe.” 

She spoke, but did not give him strength utterly 
to turn the course of the battle, but still made trial 
of the might and valour of Odysseus and his glorious 
son; and for herself, she flew up to the roof-beam of 
_the smoky hall, and sat there in the guise of a swallow 
to look upon. 

Now the wooers were urged on by Agelaus, son of 
Damastor, by Eurynomus, and Amphimedon and De- 
moptolemus and Peisander, son of Polyctor, and wise 
Polybus, for these were in valiance far the best of all 
the wooers who still lived and fought for their lives ; 
but the rest the bow and the swiftly-falling arrows 
had by now laid low. But Agelaus spoke among 
them, and declared his word to all: — 

“ Friends, now at length will this man stay his in- 
vincible hands. Lo, Mentor has gone from him, and 
has but uttered empty boasts, and they are left alone 
there at the outer doors. Therefore hurl not now 
upon them your long spears all at once, but come, 
do you six throw first in the hope that Zeus may 
grant that Odysseus be struck, and that we win 
glory. Of the rest there is no care, once > he shall 
have fallen.” 

So he spoke, and they all harled their spears, as 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 256-284 


he bade, eagerly; but Athene made all vain. One 
man smote the door-post of the well- built hall, an- 
other the close-fitting door, another’s ashen spear, 
heavy with bronze, struck upon the wall. But when 
they had avoided the spears of the wooers, first 
among them spoke the much-enduring goodly Odys- 
seus : 

‘Friends, now I give the word that we too cast 
our spears into the throng of the wooers, who are 
minded to slay us in addition to their former 
wrongs.” 

So he spoke, and they all hurled their sharp spears 
with sure aim. Odysseus smote Demoptolemus, Tele- 
machus Euryades, the swineherd Elatus, and the 
herdsmen of the cattle slew Peisander. So these all 
at the same moment bit the vast floor with their 
teeth, and the wooers drew back to the innermost 
part of the hall. But the others sprang forward and 
drew forth their spears from the dead bodies. 

Then again the wooers hurled their sharp spears 
eagerly, but Athene made them vain, many as they 
were. One man smote the door-post of the well- 
built hall, another the close-fitting door, another’s 
ashen spear, heavy with bronze, struck upon the wall. 
But Amphimedon smote Telemachus on the hand by 
the wrist, a grazing blow, and the bronze tore the 
surface of the skin. And Ctesippus with his long 
spear grazed the shoulder of EKumaeus above his 
shield, but the spear flew over and fell upon the 
ground. Then once more Odysseus, the wise and 
erafty-minded, and his company hurled their sharp 
spears into the throng of the wooers, and again 
Odysseus, the sacker of cities, smote Eurydamas, and 
Telemachus Amphimedon, the swineherd Polybus, 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 285-311 


and thereafter the herdsman of the cattle smote 
Ctesippus in the breast, and boasted over him, 
saying : 

‘Son of Polytherses, thou lover of revilings, never 
more at all do thou speak big, yielding to folly, but 
leave the matter to the gods, since verily they are 
mightier far. This is thy gift of welcome to match 
the hoof which of late thou gavest to godlike Odys- 
seus, when he went begging through the house.” 

So spoke the herdsman of the sleek cattle. But 
Odysseus wounded the son of Damastor in close fight 
with a thrust of his long spear, and Telemachus 
wounded Leiocritus, son of Evenor, with a spear- 

_ thrust full upon the groin, and drove the bronze clean 
| through, and he fell headlong and_ struck the 
ground full with his forehead. Then Athene held 
up her aegis, the bane of mortals, on high from the 
roof, and the minds of the wooers were panic-stricken, 
and they fled through the halls like a herd of kine 
that the darting gad- fly falls upon and drives along 
in the season of spring, when the long days come. 
And even as vultures of crooked talons and curved 
beaks come forth from the mountains and dart upon 
smaller birds, which scour the plain, flying low be- 
neath the clouds, and the vultures pounce upon them 
and slay them, and they have no defence or way of 
escape, and men rejoice at the chase ; even so did those 
others set upon the wooers and smite them left and 
right through the hall. And therefrom rose hideous 
groaning as heads were smitten, and all the floor — 
swam with blood. 

But Leiodes rushed forward and clasped the knees 
of Odysseus, and made entreaty to him, and spoke 
winged words : 
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“I beseech thee by thy knees, Odysseus, and do 
_ thou respect me and have pity. For I declare to 
thee that never yet have I wronged one of the 
women in thy halls by wanton word or deed; nay, I 


be sought to check the other wooers, when any would 
' do such deeds. But they would not hearken to me 


to withhold their hands from evil, wherefore through 
their wanton folly they have met a cruel doom. 
Yet I, the soothsayer among them, that have done 


| no wrong, shall be laid low even asthey; so true is it 


that there is no gratitude in aftertime for good deeds . 
done.”’ 

Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows 
_ Odysseus of many wiles answered him: “If verily 
thou dost declare thyself the soothsayer among these 


_ men, often, [1 ween, must thou have prayed in the 





halls that far from me the issue of a joyous return 
might be removed, and that it might be with thee 


| that my dear wife should go and bear thee children ; 
| wherefore thou shalt not escape grievous death.” 


So saying, he seized in his strong hand a sword 
that lay near, which Agelaus had le fall to the 
ground when he was slain, and with this he smote 
him full upon the neck. And even while he was yet 


_ speaking his head was mingled with the dust. 








Now the son of Terpes, the minstrel, was still 
} seeking to escape black fate, even Phemius, who 
} sang perforce among the wooers. He stood with the 
| clear-toned lyre in his hands near the postern door, 
} and he was divided in mind whether he should slip 
} out from the hall and sit down by the well-built 
| altar of great Zeus, the God of the court, whereon 
| lLaertes and Odysseus had burned many thighs of 
} oxen, or preter he should rush forward and clasp 
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| the knees of Odysseus in prayer. And as he pon- 
} dered this seemed to him the better course, to clasp 
the knees of Odysseus, son of Laertes. So he laid 
the hollow lyre on the ground between the mixing- 
bowl and the silver-studded chair, and himself rushed 
forward and clasped Odysseus by the knees, and 
made entreaty to him, and spoke winged words: 

“«« By thy knees I beseech thee, Odysseus, and do 
thou respect me and have pity; on thine own self 
shall sorrow come hereafter, if thou slayest the 
minstrel, even me, who sing to gods and men. Self- 
taught am I, and the god has planted in my heart 
) all manner of lays, and worthy am I to sing to thee 

as toa god; whiérefore be not eager to cut my throat. 
| Aye, and Telemachus too will bear witness to this, 
thy dear son, how that through no will or desire of 
mine I was wont to resort to thy house to sing 
to the wooers at their feasts, but they, being far 
more and stronger, led me hither perforce.”’ 

So he spoke, and the strong and mighty Telema- 
ehus heard him, and quickly spoke to his father, who 
was near : 

“Stay thy hand, and do not wound this guiltless 
man with the sword. Aye, and let us save also the 
herald, Medon, who ever cared for me in our house, 
when I was a child—unless perchance Philoetius 
) has already slain him, or the swineherd, or he met 
| thee as thou didst rage through the house.’’ 

So he spoke, and Medon, wise of heart, heard him, 
for he lay crouching beneath a chair, and had clothed 
himself in the skin of an ox, newly flayed, seeking to 
avoid black fate. Straightway he rose from beneath 
the chair and stripped off the ox-hide, and then rushed 
forward and clasped Telemachus by the knees, and 
made entreaty to him, and spoke winged words : 
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Friend, here Iam; stay thou thy hand and bid thy 
| father stay his, lest in the greatness of his might he 
harm me with the sharp bronze in his wrath against 
the wooers, who wasted his possessions in the halls, 
and in their folly honoured thee not at all.” 

But Odysseus of many wiles smiled, and said to 
him: “ Be of good cheer, for he has delivered thee 
and saved thee, that thou mayest know in thy heart 
and tell also to another, how far better is the doing 
of good deeds than of evil. But go forth from the 
| halls and sit down outside in the court away from 
the slaughter, thou and the minstrel of many songs, 
| till I shall have finished all that I must needs = in 
| the house.” 






- So. he spoke, and the two went their way forth 
| from the hall and sat down by the altar of great 
| Zeus, gazing about on every side, ever expecting 
| death. And Odysseus too gazed about all through 
his house to see if any man yet lived, and was hiding 
| there, seeking to avoid black fate. But he found 
| them one and all fallen in the blood and dust—all the 
host of them, like fishes that fishermen have drawn 
forth in the ‘meshes of their net from the grey sea 
upon the curving beach, and they all lie heaped upon 
the sand, longing for the waves of the sea, and the 
j bright sun takes away their life; even so now the 
} wooers lay heaped upon each other. Then Odysseus 
| of many wiles spoke to Telemachus : 

““'Telemachus, go call me the nurse Eurycleia, that 
I may tell her the word that is in my mind.” 

So he spoke, and Telemachus hearkened to his 
dear father, and shaking the door said to Eurycleia : 

“Up and hither, aged wife, that hast charge of all 
} our woman servants in the halls. Come, my father 
} calls thee, that he may tell thee somewhat.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII.’ 398-426 


So he spoke, but her word remained unwinged; 


| she opened the doors of the stately hall, and came 


forth, and Telemachus led the way before her. There 
she found Odysseus amid the bodies of the slain, 
| all befouled with blood and filth, like a lion that comes 
| from feeding on an ox of the farmstead, and all his 


| breast and his cheeks on either side are stained 





with blood, and he is terrible to look upon; even so 
was Odysseus befouled, his feet and his hands above. 
But she, when she beheld the corpses and the great 
algae of blood, fmade ready to utter loud cries 
of joy,) seeing what a deed had been wrought. 
| But Odysseus ‘stayed and checked her in her eager- 
ness, and spoke and addressed her with winged 
words : 

‘“‘ In thine own heart rejoice, old dame, but refrain 
thyself and cry not out aloud: an unholy thing 
is it to boast over slain men. These men here 
has the fate of the gods destroyed and their own 
reckless deeds, for they honoured no one of men 
upon the earth, were he evil or good, whosoever 
came among them ; wherefore by their wanton 
folly they brought on themselves a shameful death. 
But come, name thou over to me the women in 
the halls, which ones dishonour me and which are 
guiltless.” 

Then the dear nurse Eurycleia answered him: 
“Then verily, my child, will I tell thee all the truth. 
Fifty women servants hast thou in the halls, women 
that we have taught to do their work, to card the 


~ wool and bear the lot of slaves. Of these twelve in 





all have set their feet in the way of shamelessness, 
and regard not me nor Penelope herself. And 
Telemachus is but newly grown to manhood, and his 


367 


HOMER 


onpatvew elackev emt SumHoe yuvarkiv. 
adn ay éyov avaBav imepmoia guyahoevTa 
clT@ of ANOY@, TH TLs Beos Umvov émapae. | 
Thy 0 dr apuet/B0peVOS mpoa edn TrOhUpA TES ‘Odvcol 
“My To Tee émréyerpe’ ov © évOade eimré yuvargiv ] : 
€ENOéuev, ai Trep ™ poo Pep detK ea MINX Avo@VTo.” | | 
“Os ap ébn, ypnis bé dex meyaporo BeBnxes 
ayyedéovcoa yuvarkt Kai oTpuvéovoa véec Oar. 
avTap o Tnréuayov Kat Bouxohov HOE TUBOTHV 
eis € kahers adpevos em ea mTEpoevTa Tpoonvoa: . 
Ea ee yov véxvas dopéew Kat avaye yuvaiKas 4 
avtap érevta Opovous Tepixadréas HOe TpaTréCas 
vdaTe Kab oTrOyyoLot TOAVTPHTOLGL KAP aL peELD. 
aitap érip 8) wdvta Sémov KaTaKxoounona be, 
Sumas eEayayovtes cictabéos peyapouo, 
 pesonyus Te Gorov Kal auvmovos epKeos avrjAs, 
Oevépevar Evpeouy TavunKeowy, eis 6 KE TAGEWY 
abuxas éEabdrnobe cab éxreradOwvt Adpodirns, 
THY ap VTO pYHoTHpoLw EXOV lLayovTO Te NAOpy.” « 
NOs Epa’, ai dé yuvaixes aodndéEs a hOoy aTacAaL, 
aiy’ oropupopeva, Gadepov Kata -daKpu yéovoal, 
TP@TA Lev OUV Vexvas hopEoV cavaredyy@ras, 
Kao © ap wT aidovaon TiPecav evepKéos adds, 
aXAnAoLawW épetoovaa:s ayjpawve O ‘Odvacers 
avTos érioTrépxowv:” Tai 6 expopeov Kal avayKn. 
abtap éreta Opovous Twepixadréas dé Tparébas 
date Kal oTrOyyoLot TOAUTPHTOLTL KAVaLpoD. 









oe 


ee pe ir v Q 2 , > s 
ETMPOE. EXELE. EMTLOTEPKX WV 2 ETLOTEL YX WY, 


368 








THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 427-453 


| mother would not suffer him to rule over the women 
| servants. But come, let me go up to the bright upper 
chamber and bear word to thy wife, on whom some 
god has sent sleep.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “ Wake her not yet, but. do thou bid come 
hither the women, who in time past have contrived 
shameful deeds.”’ 

_ So he spoke, and the old dame went forth through 
the hall to bear tidings to the women, and bid them 
come; but Odysseus called to him Telemachus and 
the neatherd and the swineherd, and spoke to them 
winged words : 
__ * Begin now to bear forth the dead bodies and bid 
| the women help you, and thereafter cleanse the 
| beautiful chairs and the tables with water and porous 
sponges. But when you have set all the house in 


| order, lead the women forth from the well-built hall 








| toa place between the dome! and the goodly fence 
_ of the court, and there strike them down with your 
long swords, until you take away the life from them 
| all, and they forget the love which they had at the 
| bidding of the wooers, when they lay with them in 
secret.” 

So he spoke, and the women came all in a throng, 
wailing terribly and shedding big tears. First they 
bore forth the bodies of the slain and set them down 
beneath the portico of the well-fenced court, prop- 
ping them one against the other; and Odysseus him- 
| self gave them orders and hastened on the work, and 
| they bore the bodies forth perforce. Then ‘they 
cleansed the beautiful high seats and the tables with 

1 It is impossible to determine precisely what the 6dAos 
} was, save that it must have been some dome-like structure 

within the aban. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 454-480 


water and porous sponges. But Telemachus and the 
neatherd and the swineherd scraped with hoes the 


| floor of the well-built house, and the women bore 


the scrapings forth and threw them out of doors. 
But when they had set in order all the hall, they 


| = led the women forth from the well-built hall to a 
| place between the dome and the goodly fence of the 


court, and shut them up in a narrow space, whence 
cael en 
it was in no wise possible to escape. Then wise 
Telemachus was the first to speak to the others, 
saying : 
“ Let it be by no clean death that I take the lives 


| of these women, who on my own head have poured 





_ reproaches and on my mother, and were wont to lie 
with the wooers.’ 


So he spoke, and tied the cable of a dark-prowed 


| 4 ship to a great pillar and flung it round the dome, 


| stretching it on high that none might reach the 
_ ground with her feet. And as when long-winged 
thrushes or doves fall into a snare that is set in a 
thicket, as they seek to reach their resting- -place, and 
hateful is the bed that gives them welcome, even so 


ie the women held their heads in a row, and round the 
| necks of all nooses were laid, that they might die 


most piteously. And they writhed a little while with 


| their feet, but not long. 


Ben forth they led Melanthius through the door- 


ne 


| ears with. the pitiless bronze, and drew out his vitals 


i@ for the dogs to eat raw, and cut off his hands and his 
| feet in their furious wrath. 


Thereafter they washed their hands and feet, 


|) and went into the house to Odysseus, and the ae 





i} “was done. But Odysseus said to the dear nurse 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 481-501 





Eurycleia : “Bring sulphur, old dame, to cleanse frente 
pollution, and bring me fire, that I may purge the 
hall; and do thou bid Penelope come hither with 
her handmaidens, and order all the women in the 
house to come.” 

_ Then the dear nurse Eurycleia answered him: 
“Yea, all this, my child, hast thou spoken aright. 
But come, let me bring thee a cloak and a tunic for 
raiment, and do not thou stand thus in the halls with 
thy broad shoulders wrapped in rags; that were a 
cause for blame.”’ 

_ Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her: 

“First of all let a fire now be made me in the hall.” 

_ So he spoke, and the dear nurse Eurycleia did not 
disobey, but brought fire and sulphur; but Odysseus 
throughly pu he hall and the house and the 
"Then the old dame went back through the fair 
use of Odysseus to bear tidings to the women and 
id them come ; and they came forth from their hall 
. ith torches in their hands. They thronged about 
us and embraced him, and clasped and kissed 
his Fkead and shoulders and his hands in loving wel- 
come ; and a sweet longing seized him to weep and 
vail, for in his heart he knew them all. 
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BOOK XXill 


THEN the old dame went up to the upper chamber, 
laughing aloud, to tell her mistress that her dear 
husband was inthe house. Her knees moved nimbly, 
but her feet stumbled beneath her ;' and she stood 
above her lady’s head, and spoke to her, and said : 

« Awake, Penelope, dear child, that with thine 
own eyes thou mayest see what thou desirest all thy 
days. Odysseus is here, and has come home, late 
though his coming has been, and has slain the proud 
wooers who vexed his house, and devoured his sub- 
stance, and oppressed his son.”’ 

Then wise Penelope answered her: “ Dear nurse, 
the gods have made thee mad, they who can make 
foolish even one who is full wise, and set the simple- 
minded in the paths of understanding ; it is they” 
that have marred thy wits, though heretofore thou 
wast sound of mind. Why dost thou mock me, who 
have a heart full of sorrow, to tell me this wild tale, 
and dost rouse me out of slumber, the sweet slumber 
that bound me and enfolded my eyelids? For never 
yet have I slept so sound since the day when Odys- 
seus went forth to see evil Ilios that should not be 
named. Nay come now, go down and back to the 
women’s hall, for if any other of the women that are 

1 The meaning of brepixtatvoua has to be inferred from the 
context. The poet means apparently to mark at once the 


eager impulse of the old woman and the feebleness of age. 
I assume that the first element in the word is i716, not baép. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 23-49 


| mine had come and told me this, and had roused me 





out of sleep, straightway would I have sent her back 
in sorry wise to return again to the hall, but to thee 
old age shall bring this profit.” 

Then the dear nurse Eurycleia answered her: “I 


ba mock thee not, dear child, but in very truth Odys- 





seus is here, and has come home, even as I tell thee. 
He is that stranger to whom all men did dishonour 
in the halls. But Telemachus long ago knew that 
he was here, yet in his prudence he hid the purpose 
of his father, till he should take vengeance on the 
violence of overweening men.” 

So she spoke, and Penelope was glad, and she » 
leapt from her bed and flung her arms about the old 
woman and let the tears fall from her eyelids; and 
she spoke, and addressed her with winged words: 

«“ Come now, dear nurse, I pray thee tell me truly, 
if verily he has come home, as thou sayest, how he 
put forth his hands upon the shameless wooers, all 


| alone as -he was, while they remained always in a 


ony in the house.”’ | 

hen the dear nurse Eurycleia answered her: “I 
| saw not, I asked not; only I heard the groaning ot 
- men that were being slain. As for us women, we 
_ sat terror-stricken in the innermost part of our well- 
built chambers, and the close-fitting doors shut us in, 
until the hour when thy son Telemachus called me 


_ from the hall, for his father had ‘sent him forth to 
|. call me. Then I found Odysseus standing among 
_ the bodies of the slain, and they, stretched all around 








| him on the hard floor, lay one upon the other ; the 
| sight would have warmed thy heart with cheer.! 


ra 1 The spurious line 48, afwar: kal AvOpw Trenadraypuevoy s TE 
| A€ovra (= xxii. 402), has been omitted in translating. 
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‘THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 49-76 


| And now the bodies are all gathered together at the 
gates of the court, but he is purging the fair house 
with sulphur, and has kindled a great fire, and sent 
me forth to call thee. Nay, come with me, that the 
hearts of you two may enter into joy, for you have suf- 
fered many woes. But now at length has this thy long 
desire been fulfilled: he has come himself, alive to 
his own hearth, and he has found both thee and his 
son in the halls ; while as for those, even the wooers, 
who wrought him evil, on them has he taken 
vengeance one and all in his house.” 

Then wise Penelope answered her: “ Dear nurse, 
boast not yet loudly over them with laughter. Thou 
knowest how welcome the sight of him in the halls 
would be to all, but above all to me and to his son, 
born of us two. But this is no true tale, as thou 
| tellest it; nay, some one of the immortals has slain 
| the lordly wooers in wrath at their grievous insolence 
| and their evil deeds. For they honoured no one 
among men upon the earth, were he evil or good, 
whosoever came among them; therefore it is through 
their own wanton folly that they have suffered evil. 
But Odysseus far away has lost his return to the 
land of Achaea, and is lost himself.” 

Then the dear nurse Eurycleia answered her: 
« My child, what a word has escaped the barrier of 
thy teeth, in that thou saidst that thy husband, who 
| even now is here, at his own hearth, would never 
|’ more return! Thy heart is ever unbelieving. Nay 

come, I will tell thee a manifest sign besides, even 
‘the sear of the wound which long ago the boar 
dealt him with his white tusk. This I marked while 
I washed his feet, and was fain to tell it to thee as 
well, but he laid his hand upon my mouth, and in 
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THE ODYSSEY, “XXII. 77-102 


im the great wisdom of his heart would not suffer me 
| to speak” So come with me; but I will set my very 
im life 2 stake that, if I Hecciie thee, thou shouldest 


slay me by a most pitiful déath.” 

Then wise Penelope answered her: “ Dear nurse, 
it is hard for thee to comprehend the counsels of the 
gods that are forever, how wise soever thou art. 
Nevertheless let us go to my son, that I may see 
the wooers dead and him that slew them.” 

So saying, she went down from the upper chamber, 
and much her heart pondered whether she should 
stand aloof and question her dear husband, or whether 
she should go up to him, and clasp and kiss his head 
and hands. But when she had come in and had 
passed over the stone threshold, she sat down 


' opposite Odysseus in the light of the fire beside the 


further wall; but he was sitting by a tall pillar, 
looking down, and waiting to see whether his noble 


wife would say aught to him, when her eyes beheld 


him. “Howbeit she sat long in silence, and amaze- 
ment came upon her soul; and now with her ey eyes 
she would look full upon his face, and now again 
she would fail. to. know" him, for that he had upon 
him mean raiment. But Pelenine hae rebuked her, 
and spoke, and addressed her: 

“ My mother, cruel mother, that hast an unyielding 
heart, why dost thou thus hold aloof from my father, 
and dost not sit by his side and ask and question 
him? No other woman would harden her heart as 
thou dost, and stand aloof from her husband, who 
after many grievous toils had come back to her in 
the twentieth year to his native land: but thy heart 
is ever harder than stone.” 
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1 Lines 127-8 are omitted in many MSS. ; | 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 104-133 


Then wise Penelope answered him: “ My child, 
the heart in my breast is lost in wonder, and I have 
no power to speak at all, nor to ask a question, nor to 
look him in the face. But if in very truth he is 
Odysseus, and has come home, we two shall surely 
know one another more certainly ; for we have signs 
which we two alone know, signs hidden from others.”’ 

So she spoke, and the much- -enduring, goodly 
Odysseus smiled, and straightway spoke to Telema- 
chus winged words : 

“Telemachus, suffer now thy mother to test me in 
the halls; presently shall she win more certain know- 
ledge. But now because I am foul; and am clad 
about my body in mean clothing, she scorns me, and 
will not yet admit that lam he. But for us, let us 
take thought how all may be the very best. For 
whoso has slain but one man in a land, even 
though it be a man that leaves not many behind to 
avenge him, he goes into exile, and leaves his kindred 
and his native land; but we have slain those who 
were the very stay of the city, far the noblest of the 
youths of Ithaca. Of this I bid thee take thought.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Do thou 
thyself look to this, dear father ; for thy counsel, they 
say, is the best « among men, nor could any other of 
mortal men vie with thee. As for us, we will follow 
with thee eagerly, nor methinks shall we be wanting 
in valour, so far as we have strength.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: “Then will I tell thee what seems to me to be 
the best way. First bathe yourselves, and put on 
your tunics, and bid the handmaids in the halls to 
take their raiment. But let the divine minstrel 
with his clear-toned lyre in hand be our leader in 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 134-162 


| the gladsome dance, that any man who hears the 
| sound from without, whether a passer-by or one of 


those who dwell around, may say that it is a 


| wedding feast; and so the rumour of the slaying of 


the wooers shall not be spread abroad throughout © 
the city before we go forth to our well-wooded farm. 
There shall we afterwards devise whatever advantage 
the Olympian may vouchsafe us.’ 

So he spoke, and they all readily hearkened and 


| obeyed. First they bathed and put on their tunics, 


and the women arrayed themselves, and the divine 
minstrel took the hollow lyre and aroused in them 
the desire of sweet song and goodly dance. So the 


great hall resounded all about with the tread of 
| dancing mén and of fair-girdled women; and thus 
_ would one speak who heard the noise from without 


the house: 
“ Aye, verily some one has wedded the queen 


| wooed of many. Cruel she was, nor had she the heart 
_ to keep the great house of her wedded husband to 


the end, even till he should come.’ 
So they would say, but they knew not how these 


f things were. Meanwhile the house-wife EKurynome 
} bathed the great-hearted Odysseus in his house, and 


anointed him with oil, and cast about him a fair cloak 


} and a tunic; and over his head Athene shed abun- 
} dant beauty, making him taller to look upon and 
= mightier, and from his head she made locks to flow 
} in curls like the hyacinth flower. And as when a 
|) man overlays silver with gold, a cunning workman 
| whom Hephaestus and Pallas Athene have taught all 
) manner of craft, and full of grace is the work he 
| produces, even so the goddess shed grace on his 


head and shoulders, and forth from the bath he 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 163-101 
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= came, in form like unto the immortals. Then he sat 
moown again on the chair from which he had risen, 
pe his wife; and he spoke to her and said : 

= . “ Strange lady ! to thee beyond all women have © 

the dwellers on Olympus given a heart that cannot be 
softened. No other woman would harden her heart 
as thou dost, and stand aloof from her husband who 

_ after many grievous toils had come to her in the 

| twentieth year to his native land. Nay come, nurse, 

f strew me a couch, that all alone I may lay me down, 

for verily the heart in her breast is of iron.’ 

; Then wise Penelope answered him: “ Strange sir, 
_lam neither in any wise proud, nor do I scorn thee, 
“nor yet am I too greatly amazed, but right well do I 
_ know what manner of man thon wast, when thou 

wentest forth from Ithaca on thy long-oared ship. - 
BYet come, Eurycleia, strew for him the stout bed- 
_ stead outside the well-built bridal chamber which he 

Wade himself. Thither do ye bring for him the stout 
_ bedstead, and cast upon it bedding, fleeces and 

| cloaks and bright coverlets.”’ 

| So she spoke, and made trial of her husband. But 

_ Odysseus, in a burst of anger, spoke to his true- 

| hearted wife, and said: “Woman, truly this is a 

bitter word that thou hast spoken. Who has set my 

| bed elsewhere? Hard would it be for one, though 
fe never so skilled, unless a god himself should come 
| and easily by his will set it in another place. But of 

j)/ men there is no mortal that lives, be he never so 

} young and strong, who could easily ny it from its 

| place, for a great token is wrought in the fashioned 

_ bed, and it was I that built it and none other. A 

bush of ie olive was growing within 

the court, strong and Rezo. and in girth it was 
a 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXII. 192-218 


| like a pillar. Round about this [ built my chem 

till I had finished it, with close-set stones, and i 
| roofed it over well, PAA added to it jointed doors, 
| close-fitting. Thereafter 1 cut away the leafy 
| branches of the long-leafed olive, and, trimming the 
. trunk from the root, I smoothed it around with the 
| adze well and cunningly, and made it straight to the 
line, thus fashionin ng the bed-post; and I board it all 
| with the augur. Beginning with this I hewed out 
| my bed, till I had finished it, inlaying it with gold 
and silver and ivory, and I stretched on it a thong 
| of ox-hide, bright with purple. Thus do I declare to 
_ thee this token; but [ know not, woman, whether 
-my bedstead is still fast in its place, or whether by 
now some man has cut from beneath the olive 
| stump, and set the bedstead elsewhere.”’ 

|_ So he spoke, and her knees were loosened where’ 
he she sat, and her heart melted, as she knew the sure 
_ tokens which Odysseus told her, Then with a burst 
_ of tears she ran straight toward him, and flung her 
| arms about the neck of Odysseus, and kissed his 
x Bhead, and spoke, saying : 

a * Be not vexed with me, Odysseus, for in all else 
bE thou wast ever the wisest of men. It is the gods 
| that gave us sorrow, the gods who begrudged that 
| we two should remain with each other and enjoy our 
_ youth, and come to the threshold of old age. But 
fe be not now wroth with me for this, nor full of indig- 
is ation, because at the first, when I saw thee, I did 
_ not thus give thee welcome. For always the heart 
in my breast was full of dread, lest some man should 
come and beguile me with his words: ; for there are 
many that plan devices of evil. Nay, even Argive 
= Helen, daughter of Zeus, would not have lain in love 
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| with a man of another folk, had she known that the 
warlike sons of the Achaeans were to bring her home 
-again to her dear native land. Yet verilv in her case 
a god prompted her to work a shameful deed; nor 
until then did she lay up in her mind the thou eht of 
that folly, the grievous folly from which at the first 
| sorrow came upon us too. But now, since thou hast 
| told the clear tokens of our bed, which no mortal 
_ beside has ever seen save thee and me alone and one 
fF single handmaid, the daughter of Actor, whom my 
| father gave me or ever I came hither, even her who 
FE: _kept the doors of our strong bridal chamber, lo, thou 
i dost convince my heart, unbending as it is.’ 

So she spoke, and in his heart aroused yet more 
the desire for lamentation ; and he wept, holding in 
| his arms his dear and peice: hearted wife. And wel- 
_ come as is the ‘sight of land to men that swim, whose 
| well-built ship Poseidon has smitten on ‘the séa as it 
i. was driven on by the wind and the swollen wave, 

| and but few have made their escape from the gray 
| sea to the shore by swimming, and thickly are their 

bodies crusted with brine, and gladly have they set 
| foot on the land and escaped from their evil case ; 
| even so welcome to her was her husband, as she 
_ gazed upon him, and from his neck she could in no 
_ wise let her white arms go. And now would the 
. rosy-fingered Dawn have arisen upon their weeping, 
_ had not the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, taken 
| other counsel. The long night she held back at 
| the end of its course, and likewise stayed the golden- 
| throned Dawn at the streams of Oceanus, and would 
| not suffer her to yoke her swift-footed horses that 
| bring light to men, Lampus and Phaethon, who are 
the colts that bear the Dawn. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 247-278 


- Then to his wife said Odysseus of many wiles: 
_ “© Wife, we have not yet come to the end of all our 


trials, but still hereafter there is to be measureless toil, 
_ long and hard, which I must fulfil to the end ; for so 
_ did the spirit of Teiresias foretell to me on the day 
- when I went down into the house of Hades to en- 
_ quire concerning the return of my comrades and 
_ myself. But come, wife, let us to bed, that lulled 


now by sweet slumber we may take our joy of 


~ rest.” 


- Then wise Penelope answered him: “Thy bed 
shall be ready for thee whensoever thy heart shall 


_ desire it, since the gods have indeed caused thee to 
_ come back to thy well-built house and thy native 


_ land. But since thou hast bethought thee of this, 
_ and a god has put it into thy heart, come, tell me of 


_ this trial, for in time to come, methinks, I shall learn 


of it, and to know it at once is no whit worse.”’ 

And Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said : “Strange lady! why dost thou now so urgently 
bid me tell thee? Yet I will declare it, and will 
hide nothing. Verily thy heart shall have no joy of 
it, even as I myself have none; for Teiresias bade 
me go forth to full many cities of men, bearing a 
_ shapely oar in my hands, till I should come to men 
that know naught of the sea, and eat not of food 
_ mingled with salt ; aye, and they know naught of ships 
with purple cheeks, or of shapely oars that,serve as 
__ wings to ships. And he told me this sign, right mani- 
_ fest; nor will I hide it from thee. When another 


_ wayfarer, on meeting me, should say that I had a 


winnowing fan on my stout shoulder, then he bade 


_ me fix my oar in the earth, and make goodly offerings 





to lord Poseidon—a ram and a bull and a boar, that 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 279-304 


| mates with sows—and depart for my home, and offer 
' sacred hecatombs to the immortal gods, who hold 


| broad heaven, to each one in due order. And death 


shall come to me myself far from the sea, a death so 


| gentle, that shall lay me low, when I am overcome 








with sleek old age, and my people shall dwell in 
prosperity around me. All this, he said, should | 
see fulfilled.” 

Then wise Penelope answered him: “If verily 
the gods are to bring about for thee a happier old 
age, there is hope then that thou wilt find an escape 
from evil.” 

Thus they spoke to one another ;-and meanwhile 
whee and the nurse made ready the bed of 
soft coverlets by the light of blazing torches. But 
when they had busily “spread the stout-built bed- 
stead, the old nurse went back to her chamber to 
lie = ies and Eurynome, the maiden of the bed- 

' chamber, led them on their way to the couch with a 
| torch in her hands; and when she had led them to - 
| the bridal chamber, she went back. And they then 
gladly came to the place! of the couch that was 
theirs of old. But Telemachus and the neatherd 
and the swineherd stayed their feet from dancing, 
and stayed the women, and themselves lay down 
to sleep throughout the shadowy halls. 
ee But when the two had had their fill of the 
| joy of love, they took delight in tales, speaking 
| each to the other. She, fhe fair lady, told of all 
that she had endured in the halls, looking upon the 
destructive throng of the wooers, who for her sake 
slew many beasts, cattle and goodly sheep; and 


1 Others render ‘‘ rites,” but this seems un-Homeric. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 305-333 

‘ | 
great store of wine was drawn from the jars. 
But Zeus-born Odysseus recounted all the woes that 
he had brought on men, and all the toil that in 
his sorrow he had himself endured, and she was 
glad to listen, nor did sweet sleep fall upon her 
eyelids, till he had told all the tale. 

He began by telling how at the first he over- 
came the Cicones, and then came to the rich land 
of the Lotus-eaters, and ,ll that the ‘Cyclops 
wrought, and how he made him pay the price for 
‘his mighty comrades, whom the Cyclops had eaten, 
and had shown,no pity. Then how he came to 
Aeolus, who received him with a ready heart, and sent 
him on his way ; but it was not yet his fate to come 
to his dear native land, nay, the storm-wind caught 
him up again, and bore him over the teeming deep, 
groaning heavily. Next how he came to Telepylus 
of the Laestrygonians, who destroyed his ships and 
his well-greaved comrades one and all, and Odysseus 
alone escaped in his black ship. Then he told of 
all the wiles and craftiness of Circe, and how in his 
benched ship he had gone to the dank house of 
Hades to consult the spirit of Theban Teiresias, and 
had seen all his comrades and the mother who bore 
him and nursed him, when a child. And how he 
heard the voice of the Sir ens,/who sing unceasingly; 
and had come to the Wandering Rocks, and to dread 
Charybdis, and to Scylla, from whom never yet had 
men escaped unscathed. Then how his comrades 
slew the kine of Helios, and how Zeus, who thunders 
on high, smote his swift ship with a flaming thunder- 
bolt, and his goodly comrades perished all together, 
while he alone escaped the evil fates. And how he 
came to the isle Ogygia and to the nymph Calypso, 
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* Lines 310-43 were rejected by Aristarchus. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIII. 334-361 


e& who kept him there in her hollow caves, yearning © 





that he should be her. husband, and tended him, and 
said that she -would make him immortal and ageless 
all his days; yet she could never persuade the heart 
in his breast. Then how he came after many toils to 
the Phaeacians, who heartily showed him all honour, 
as if he were a god, and sent him in a ship to his 


- dear native land, after giving him stores of bronze 











and gold and raiment. This was the end of the tale 
he told, when sweet sleep, that loosens the limbs of” 
men, leapt upon him, loosening the cares of his 
eArbe i - 

Then again the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, took 
other counsel. When she judged that the heart of 
Odysseus had had its fill of dalliance with his wife 
and of sleep, straightway she roused from Oceanus 


_ , golden-throned Dawn to bring light to men; and 


Odysseus rose from his soft couch, and gave charge 
to his wife, saying : 

““ Wife, by now have we had our fill of many trials, 
thou and I, thou here, mourning over my troublous 
journey home, while as for me, Zeus and the other 


gods bound me fast in sorrows far from my native 


land, all eager as I was to return. But now that 
we have both come to the couch of our desire, do 
thou care for the wealth that I have. within the 


| halls; as for the flocks which the insolent wooers 





have wasted, I shall myself get me many_as booty, 
and others will the Achaeans give, until they-fl 
all my folds; but I verily will go to my well- 
wooded farm to see my noble father, who for my 
_ sake is sore distressed, and on thee, wife, do I lay 
| this charge, wise though thou art. Straightway at 
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'7emt ODYSSEY, XXIII. 362-372 










_ the rising of the sun will report go abroad concern- _ 
_ ing the wooers whom I slew in the halls. Therefore 
| go thou up to thy upper chamber with thy handmaids, ~ 
and abide there. Look thou on no man, nor ask a 
_ question.” 
| He spoke, and girt about his shoulders his beauti- 
| ful armour, and eed Telemachus and the neat- 
| herd and the swineherd, and bade them all take 
| weapons of war in their hands. They did not dis- 
| obey, but clad themselves in bronze, and opened the 
foam doors, and went forth, and Odysseus led the way. 
| By now there was light over the earth, but Athene 
| hid them in night, and swiftly led them forth from 
the ny 
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BOOK XXIV 


_ Meanwuite Cyllenian Hermes called forth the 
spirits of the wooers. He held in his hands _ his 
_ wand, a fair wand of gold, wherewith he lulls to 
sleep the eyes of whom he will, while others again 
| he wakens even out of slumber; with this he roused 
' and led the spirits, and they followed gibbering. 
_ And as in the innermost recess of a wondrous cave 
| bats flit about gibbering, when one has fallen from off 
| the rock from the chain in which they cling to 
| one another, so these went with him gibbering, and 
| Hermes, the Helper, led them down the dank ways. 
| Past the streams of Oceanus they went, past the 
' rock Leucas, past the gates of the sun and the land 
| of dreams, and quickly came to the mead of 
| asphodel, where the spirits dwell, phantoms of men — 
ba who have done with toils. Here they found the 
_ spirit of Achilles, son of Peleus, and those of 
| Patroclus, of peerless Antilochus, and of Aias, who in 
| comeliness and form was the goodliest of all the 
_ Danaans after the peerless son of Peleus. 

_ So these were thronging about Achilles, and near 
| to them drew the spirit of Agamemnon, son of 
| Atreus, sorrowing; and round about him others 
| were gathered, the spirits of all those who were slain 
| with him in the house of Aegisthus, and met their 
| fate. And the spirit of the son of Peleus was first 
| _ to address him, saying : 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 24-50 



















«Son of Atreus, we deemed that thou above all 
_ other heroes wast all thy days dear to Zeus, who hurls 
|| the thunderbolt, because thou wast lord over many > 
mighty men in the land of the Trojans, where we 
_ Achaeans suffered woes. But verily on thee too 
' was deadly doom to come all too early, the doom 
that not one avoids of those who are born. Ah, 
would that in the pride of that honour of which 
thou wast master thou hadst met death and fate in 
_the land of the Trojans. Then would the whole 
_ host of the Achaeans have made thee a tomb, and 
_ for thy son too wouldst thou have won great glory : 
in days to come; but now, as it seems, it has been 
| decreed that thou shouldst be cut off by a most 
| piteous death.” 

_ Then the spirit of the son of Atreus answered 
| him: “Fortunate son of Peleus, godlike Achilles, 
| that wast slain in the land of Troy far from Argos, 
| and about thee others fell, the best of the sons of 
| the Trojans and Achaeans, fighting for thy body ; 
and thou in the whirl of dust didst lie mighty 
| in thy mightiness, forgetful of thy horsemanship 
| We on our part. strove the whole day long, no. 
| should we ever have stayed from the fight, had not- 
_ Zeus stayed us with a storm. But after we had 
borne thee to the ships from out the fight, we laid 
_ thee on a bier, and cleansed thy fair flesh with warm 
| water and ith ointment, and many hot tears did 
_ the Danaans shed around thee, and they shore their 
| hair. And thy mother came forth from the sea with 
| the immortal sea-nymphs, when she heard the 
| tidings, and a wondrous cry arose over the deep, and 
| thereat trembling laid hold of all the Achaeans. 
_ Then would they all have sprung up and rushed to 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 51-77 


_ the hollow ships, had not a man, wise in the wisdom 

_ of old, stayed them, even Nestor, whose counsel had 

' before appeared the best. He with good intent 
addressed their assembly, and said: 

| «Hold, ye Argives; flee not, Achaean youths. 

"Tis his mother who comes here forth from the sea 


| with the immortal sea-nymphs to look upon the face 





m of her dead son.’ _ 
' “So he spoke, and the great-hearted Achaeans 
' ceased from their flight. Then around thee stood 
' the daughters of the old man of the sea wailing 
piteously, and they clothed thee about with immortal 
raiment. And the Muses, nine in all, replying 
to one another with sweet voices, led the dirge. 
There couldst thou not have seen an Argive but 
' was in tears, so deeply did the clear-toned Muse 
_ move their hearts. Thus for seventeen days alike 
_ by night and day did we bewail thee, immortal gods 
_ and mortal men, and on the eighteenth we gave 
thee to the fire, and many well-fatted sheep we slew 
around thee and sleek kine. So thou wast burned 
in the raiment of the gods and in abundance of 
unguents and sweet honey; and many Achaean 
warriors moved in their armour about the pyre, when 
thou wast burning, both footmen and charioteers, 
and a great din arose. But when the flame of 
Hephaestus had made an end of thee, in the morning 
_ we gathered thy white bones, Achilles, and laid them 
in unmixed wine and unguents. Thy mother had 
given a two-handled, golden urn, and said that it 
was the gift of Dionysus, and the handiwork of famed 
Hephaestus. In this lie thy white bones, glorious 
Achilles, and mingled with them the bones of the 
dead Patroclus, son of Menoetius, but apart lie those 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 78-105 


= -of Antilochus, whom thou. didst honour above all 
| the rest of thy comrades after the dead Patroclus. 


{3 And over them we heaped up a great and goodly 


| tomb, we the mighty host of Argive spearmen, on a 
| projecting headland by the broad Hellespont, that 
| it might be seen from far over the sea both by men 
| that now are and that shall be born hereafter. But 
| thy mother asked of the gods beautiful prizes, and 


| set them in the midst of the lists for the chiefs of 


| Z the Achaeans. Ere now hast thou been present at 
| the funeral games of many men that were warriors, 


Is when at the death of a king the young men gird 


i themselves and make ready the contests,! but hadst 
_ thou seen that sight thou wouldst most have mar- 
_ velled at heart, such beautiful prizes did the goddess, 


| silver-footed Thetis, set there in thy honour; for 


_ very dear wast thou to the gods. Thus not even in 
_ death didst thou lose thy name, but ever shalt thou 
ie have fair renown among all men, Achilles. But, as 


| _ for me, what pleasure have I now in this, that I 
| wound up the skein of war? For on my return 


| Zeus devised for me a woeful doom at the hands of 
| Aegisthus and my accursed wife.” 
Thus they spoke to one another, but the mes- 


| ‘ senger, Argeiphontes, drew near, leading down the 





| spirits of the wooers slain by Odysseus ; and the two, 
. seized with wonder, went straight toward them when 
| they beheld them. And the spirit of Agamemnon, 
_ son of Atreus, recognized the dear son of Melaneus, 
| glorious Amphimedon, who had been his host, 
| dwelling in Ithaca. Then the spirit of the son of 
| Atreus spoke first to him and said 


1 I have given to é&e#Aa the meaning proper to &edAa ; 


Fs of. viii. 108. Otherwise we must render ‘‘ make them ready 
| _to win the prizes,” i.e. ‘‘ contend for the prizes.” 
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1 Line 113 is ommitted in many MSS. 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 106-134 


“ Amphimedon, what has befallen you that ye 
have come down beneath ee dark earth, all of 
you picked men and of like age? One would make 
no other choice, were one to pick the best men in a 


|. city. Did Poseidon smite you on board your ships, 


' when he had roused cruel winds and long waves? 


| Or did foemen work you harm on the land, while you 


_ were cutting off their cattle and fair flocks of sheep, 
or while they fought in defence of their city and 
their women? ‘Tell me what I ask; for I declare 
‘that I am a friend of thy house. Dost thou not 
remember when I came thither to your house with 
godlike Menelaus to urge Odysseus to go with us to 
Ilios on the benched ships? A full month it took us 


| 4 to cross all the wide sea, for hardly could we win to 
|__ our will Odysseus, the sacker of cities.” 





Then the spirit of Amphimedon answered ‘him, 
and said: “Most glorious son of Atreus, king of 
men, Agamemnon, I remember all these things, O 
Shoe: fostered of Zeus, even as thou dost tell them; 
and on my part I will frankly tell thee all the truth, 
_ how for us an evil end of death was wrought. We 
| wooed the wife of Odysseus, that had long been gone, 

_ and she neither refused the hateful marriage, nor 
would she ever make an end, devising for us death and 
black fate. Nay, she contrived in her heart this guile- 
ful thing also: she set up in her halls a great web, 
and fell to weaving—fine of thread was the web and 
very wide; and straightway she spoke among us: 
“<«Young men, my wooers, since goodly Odysseus 
' is dead, be patient, though eager for my marriage, 
- until I finish this robe—I would not that my 
spinning should come ‘to naught—a shroud for the 
lord Laertes against the time when the fell fate of 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 135-162 


i, grievous death shall strike him down; lest any a . 
| the Achaean women in the land should be wroth at 


me, if he were to Tie without a shroud, who had won 
great possessions.’ 

«So she spoke, and our proud hearts consented. 
Then day by day she would weave at the great web, 
but by night would unravel it, when she had let 
place torches by her. ‘Thus for three years she by 
her craft kept the Achaeans from knowing, and 


| beguiled them; but when the fourth year came, as 


the seasons rolled on, as the months waned and many 
days were brought in their course, even then one of 
her women who knew ali, told us, and we caught her 
unravelling the splendid web. a she finished it 


i. against her will perforce. 





‘““Now when she had shewn us the robe, after 
weaving the great web and washing it, and it shone 


| like the sun or the moon, then it was that some 





eruel god brought Odysseus from somewhere 
to the border of the land, where the swineherd 
dwelt. Thither too came the dear son of divine 
Odysseus on his return from sandy Pylos in his 
black ship,and these two, when they had planned an 
evil death for the wooers, came to the famous city, 
Odysseus verily later, but Telemachus led the 
way before him. Now the swineherd brought his 
master, clad in mean raiment, in the likeness of 
a woeful and aged beggar, leaning on a staff, and 
miserable was the raiment that he. wore about his 
body; and not one of us could know that it was he, 
when he appeared so suddenly, no, not even those 
that were older men, but we assailed him with evil 
words and with missiles. Howbeit he with steadfast 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 163-190 


} heart endured for a time to be pelted and taunted 


in his own halls; but when at last the will of Zeus, 
who bears the aegis, roused him, with the help of 
Telemachus he took all the beautiful arms and laid 
them away in the store-room and made fast the 
bolts. Then in his great cunning he bade his wife 
set before the wooers his bow and the grey iron 
to be a contest for us ill-fated men and the be- 
ginning of death. And no man of us was able to 
stretch the string of the mighty bow; nay, we fell 
far short of that strength. But when the great bow 
came to the hands of Odysseus, then we all cried 
out aloud not to give him the bow, how much 
soever he might speak ; but Telemachus alone urged 
him on, and bade him take it. Then he took the 
bow in his hand, the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus, 
and with ease did he string it and send an arrow 
through the iron. Then he went and stood on the 
threshold, and poured out the swift arrows, glaring 
about him terribly, and smote king Antinous. And 
thereafter upon the others he with sure aim let fly his 
shafts, fraught with groanings, and the men fell thick 
and fast. Then was it known that some god was their 
helper ; for straightway rushing. on through the halls 
in their fury they slew men left and right, and 
therefrom rose hideous groaning, as heads were 


“smitten, and all the floor swam with blood. Thus 


we perished, Agamemnon, and even now our bodies 
still lie uncared-for in the halls of Odysseus ; for our 


. friends in each man’s home know naught as yet— 


our friends who might wash the black blood from 
our wounds and lay our bodies out with wailing ; for 
that is the due of the dead.”’ 
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Then the spirit of the son of Atreus answered 
im: “ Happy son of Laertes, Odysseus of many 
evices, of a truth full of all excellence was the wife 
| thou didst win, so good of understanding was peer- 
| less Penelope, daughter of Icarius, in that she was 
oyally mindful of Odysseus, her wedded husband. 
herefore the fame of her virtue shall never perish, 
ut the immortals shall make among men on earth a 
leasant song in honour of constant Penelope. Not 
n this wise did the daughter of Tyndareus devise 
vil deeds and slay her wedded husband, and _ hate- 
ul shall the song regarding her be among men, and 
vil repute doth she bring upon all womankind, 
even upon her that doeth uprightly.”’ | 
_ Thus the two spoke to one another, as they 
‘stood in the house of Hades beneath the depths of 
the earth. | 
_ But Odysseus and his men, when they had gone 
‘down from the city, quickly came to the fair and 
| well-ordered farm of Laertes, which he had won for 
himself in days past, and much had he toiled 
therefor.1 There was his house, and all about it 
ran the sheds in which ate, and sat, and slept the 
‘servants that were bondsmen, that did his pleasure ; 
ut within it was an old Sicilian woman, who tended 
the old man with kindly care there at the farm, far 
from the city. Then Odysseus spoke to the servants 
and to his son, saying: 

_ “Do you now go within. the well-built house, 
and straightway slay for dinner the best of the 
swine; but I will make trial of my father, and 
_ 1 The reference may be to the labour of reclaiming the 
jand, but we may also think of the property as having been 
‘ a Laertes as a yéoas ; in which case the toil of war is 
eant. : 
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| see whether he will recognize me and know me by 
- sight, or whether he will fail to know me, since I 
| have been gone so long a time.” 
| So saying, he gave to the slaves his battle-gear. 
' They thereafter went quickly to the house; but 
| Odysseus drew near to the fruitful vineyard in his 
_ quest. Now he did not find Dolius as he went down 
' into the great orchard, nor any of his slaves or of 
his sons, but as it chanced they had gone to gather 
stones for the vineyard wall, and the old man was 
. their leader. But he found his father alone in the 
_ well-ordered vineyard, digging about a plant; and he 
_ was clothed in a foul tunic, patched and wretched, 
-and about his shins he had bound stitched greaves 
of ox-hide to guard against scratches, and he wore 
gloves upon his hands because of the thorns, and on 
| * his head a goatskin cap; and he nursed his sorrow. 
_ Now when the much-endur ing, goodly Odysseus saw 
_ him, worn with old age and laden with great grief 
at heart, he stood still beneath a tall pear tree, and 
‘shed tears. Then he debated in mind and heart 
whether to kiss and embrace his father, and tell him 
_ all, how he had returned and come to his native land, 
or whether he should first question him, and prove 
_ him in each thing. And, as he pondered, this seemed 
- to him the better course, to prove him first with mock- 
_ ing words. So with this in mind the goodly Odysseus 
went straight toward him. He verily was holding his 
head down, digging about a plant, and his glorious 
son came up to him, and addressed him, saying: 
_  *QlId man, no lack of ‘skill hast thou to tend a 
_ garden ; nay, thy care is good, and there is naught 
_whatsoever, either plant or fig tree, or vine, nay, or 
olive, or pear, or garden-piot in all the field that 
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3 lacks care. But another thing will I tell thee, and 
| do thou not lay up wrath thereat in thy heart: thou 


| thyself enjoyest no good care, but thou bearest woeful 


| _ old age, and therewith art foul and unkempt, and 


clad in mean raiment. Surely it is not because of 


eS sloth on thy part that thy master cares not for thee, 
_ nor dost thou seem in any wise like a slave to look 


| upon either in‘form or in stature ; for thou art like a 


| king, even like one who, when he has bathed and 
| eaten, should sleep soft ; for this is the way of old 


| men. But come, tell me this, and declare it truly. 
| Whose slave art thou, and whose orchard dost thou 


_ tend? And tell me this also truly, that I may know 


full well, whether this is indeed Ithaca, to which we 
| are now come, as a man yonder told me, who met me 





_ but now on my way hither. In no wise over sound 
' of wit was he, for he deigned not to tell me of each 


Ls thing, nor to listen to my word, when I questioned 
’ him about a friend of mine, whether haply he still 
| lives, or is now dead and in the house of Hades. For 


| I will tell thee, and do thou give heed and hearken. 
_ I once entertained in my dear native land a man that 


_ came to our house, and never did any man beside of 


ie strangers that dwell afar come to my house a more 
_ welcome guest. He declared that by lineage he 
-came from Ithaca, and said that his own father was 


_ Laertes, son of Arceisius. So I took him to the 


_ house and gave him entertainment with kindly wel- 


' /come of the rich store that was within, and I gave 
7 him gifts of friendship, such as are meet. Of well- 
| wrought gold I gave him seven talents, and a mixing- 
. bowl all of silver, embossed with flowers, and twelve 








‘ cloaks of single fold, and as many coverlets, and as 
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many fair mantles, and as many tunics besides, and . 
} furthermore women, skilled in goodly handiwork, 
| four comely women, whom he himself was minded 
i| to choose.” 
| Then his father answered him, weeping: “Stranger, 
_ verily thou art come to the country of .which thou 
| dost ask, but wanton and reckless men now possess it. 
| And all in vain didst thou bestow those gifts, the 
| countless gifts thou gavest. For if thou hadst found 
| him yet alive in the land of Ithaca, then would he 
| have sent thee on thy way with ample requital of gifts 
| and good entertainment; for that is the due of him 
| who begins the kindness. But come, tell me this, and 
| declare it truly. How many years have passed since 
_ thou didst entertain that guest, that hapless guest, 
my son—as sure as ever such a man there was—-my 
. ill-starred son, whom far from his friends and _ his 
| native land haply the fishes have devoured in the 
| deep, or on the shore he has become the spoil of 
| beasts and birds? Nor did his mother deck him for 
| burial and weep over him, nor his father, we who 
| gave him birth, no, nor did his wife, wooed with 
| many gifts, constant Penelope, bewail her own hus- 
| band upon the bier, as was meet, when she had closed 
| his eyes in death; though that is the due of the 
| dead. And tell me this also truly, that I may know 
full well. Who art thou among men, and from 
| whence? Where is thy city, and where thy parents ? 
| Where is the swift ship moored that brought thee 
hither with thy godlike comrades? Or didst thou 
' come as a passenger on another’s ship, and did they 
_ depart when they had set thee on shore?’ 





m -* Possibly -‘! richly - dowered.” Others render simply 
_ “bountiful.” modAdvdwpos occurs only in this phrase. 
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1 The proper names in this passage are all fictitious, and — 
all significant : Alybas 3 is perhaps meant to suggest adAdouat, . 

‘‘wander,” or dAvw, ‘‘rave,” and has reference to “— 
wanderings of Odysseus ; Apheidas means ‘“unsparing” 
Polypemon, if connected, as seems probable, with TEOHOL, 
means ‘‘rich in possessions”; and Kperitus, suggesting épis, e 
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Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said: ‘Then verily will I frankly tell thee all. I 
come from Alybas,! where I have a glorious house, 
and I am the son of Apheidas, son of lord Polypemon, 
and my own name is Eperitus. Buta god drove me 
wandering from Sicania ‘to come hither against my 
will and my ship lies yonder off the tilled fend away 
from the city. But as for Odysseus, it is now the fifth 
year-since he went thence, and departed from my 
_country. Hapless man! Yet he had birds of good 
‘omen, when he set out, birds upon the right. So I 
was glad of them, as I sent him on his way, and he 
went gladly forth, and our hearts hoped that we 
should yet meet as host and guest and give one 
another glorious gifts.”’ 

So he spoke, and a dark cloud of grief enwrapped 
Laertes, and with both his hands fie took the dark 
_ dust and strewed it over his grey head with ceaseless 
groaning. Then the heart of Odysseus was stirred, 
and up through his nostrils? shot a keen pang, 
as he beheld his dear father. And he sprang 
toward him, and clasped him in his arms, and kissed 
him, saying : 

“Lo, father, I here before thee, my very self, am 
that man of whom thou dost ask; I am come in the 
twentieth year to my native land. But cease from 
‘* strife,” seems clearly to refer to the meaning of the name 
a “*man of wrath” (cf. xix. 407-9, and the note on 
1 

2 It is commonly assumed that the reference is to the 
physical feeling immediately preceding a burst of tears, but 
I am inclined rather to take the phrase as indicative of 
passion in a more general sense. The dilated nostrils of an 
angry horse or bull may have given rise to such usage : see 


the imagery frequent in the Old Testament, and ¢f. Theo- 
critus i, 18 and Herodas vi. 37 f. 
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grief and tearful lamenting, for I will tell thee all, 
| though great is the need of haste. The wooers have 
I slain in our halls, and have taken vengeance on 
their grievous insolence and their evil deeds.” 

Then Laertes answered him again, and said: “ If 
it is indeed as Odysseus, my son, that thou art come 
hither, tell me now some clear sign, that I may be 
sure. 

And Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: “This scar first do thou mark with thine eyes, 
‘the scar of the wound which a boar dealt me with 
_ his white tusk on Parnassus, when I had gone thither. 
It was thou that didst send me forth, thou and my 
honoured mother, to Autolycus, my mother’s father, 
that I might get the gifts which, when he came 
hither, he promised and agreed to give me. And 
come, I will tell thee also the. trees in the well- 
ordered garden which once thou gavest me, and I, 
who was but a child, was following “thee through the 
garden, and asking ‘Ghee for this and that. It was 
through these very trees that we passed, and thou 
didst name them, and tell me of each one. Pear- 
trees thirteen thou gavest me, and ten’ apple-trees, 
and forty fig-trees. And rows of vines too didst thou 
promise to give me, even as I say, fifty of them, which 
ripened severally at different times—and upon them 
are clusters of all sorts—-whensoever the seasons of 
Zeus weighed them down from above.’’ ! 

So he spoke, and his father’s knees were loosened 
where he stood, and his heart melted, as he knew 
the sure tokens which Odysseus told him. About 
his dear son he flung both his arms, and the much- 
enduring, goodly Odysseus caught him unto him 


1 je, made them heavy with fruitage. 
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| - fainting. But when he revived, and his spirit re- 


turned again into his breast, once more he made 
answer, and spoke, saying : 

“ Father Zeus, verily ye gods yet hold sway on hivh 
Olympus, if indeed the wooers have paid the price 
of their wanton insolence. But now I have wondrous 
dread at heart, lest straightway all the men of Ithaca 
come hither against us, and send messengers every- 
where to the cities of the Cephallenians.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 


_. said: “Be of good cheer, and let not these things 


distress thy heart. But let us go to the house, which 
lies near the orchard, for thither I sent forward Tele- 
machus and the neatherd and the swineherd, that 
with all speed they might prepare our meal.” 

So spoke the two, and went their way to the 
goodly house. And when they had come to the 
stately house, they found Telemachus, and the 
neatherd, and the swineherd carving flesh in abun- 


| dance, and mixing the ‘flaming wine. 





Meanwhile the Sicilian handmaid bathed great- 
hearted Laertes in his house, and anointed him with 
oil, and about him cast a fair cloak. But Athene drew 
near, and made greater the limbs of the shepherd 
of the people, and made him taller than before and 
mightier to behold. Then he came forth from the 
bath, and his dear son marvelled at him, seeing him 
in presence like unto the immortal gods. And he 
spoke, and addressed him with winged words : 

“ Father, surely some one of the gods that are 
forever has made thee goodlier to behold in comeli- 
ness and in stature.’ 

Then wise Laertes answered him: “I would, O 
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father Zeus, and Athene, and Apollo, that in such 
strength as when I took Nericus, the well-built 
citadel on the shore of the mainland, when I was 
lord of the Cephallenians, even in such strength I 
had stood by thy side yesterday in our house with. 
my armour about my shoulders, and had beaten back 
the wooers. So should I have loosened the knees 
_ of many of them in the halls, and thy heart would 
| have been made glad within thee.” 

| So they spoke to one another. But when the 
others had ceased from their labour, and had made 
ready the meal, they sat down in order on the chairs 
and high seats. Then they were about to set hands 


to their food, when the old man Dolius drew near, 





and with him the old man’s sons, wearied from 
their work in the fields, for their mother, the 
old Sicilian: woman, had gone forth and called them, 
she who saw to their food, and tended the old man 
with kindly care, now that old age had laid hold 
of him. And they, when they saw Odysseus, and 


_’ marked him in their minds, stood in the halls lost in 





wonder. But Odysseus addressed them with gentle 
words, and said : 

“Old man, sit Becca: to dinner, and do ye wholly 
forget your wonder, for long have we waited in the 
halls, though eager to set hands to the food, ever 
expecting your coming.” 

So he spoke, and olive ran straight toward him 
with both hands outstretched, and he clasped the 
hand of Odysseus and kissed it on the wrist, and 
spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 

“‘ Dear master, since thou hast come back to us, 
who sorely longed for thee, but had no more thought 
to see thee, and the gods themselves have brought 
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_ thee—hail to thee, and all welcome, and may the 


_ gods grant thee happiness. And tell me this also 


‘ truly, that I may know full well. Does wise Pene- 


- lope yet know surely that thou hast come back 
' hither, or shall we send her a messenger?” 


' Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
' said: “Old man, she knows already ; why shouldst 
_ thou be busied with this?” 

' So he spoke, and the other sat down again on the 
_ polished chair. And even in like manner the sons of 


_ Dolius gathered around glorious Odysseus and greeted 
| him in speech, and clasped his hands. Then they 
_ sat down in order beside Dolius, their father. 


So they were busied with their meal in the halls; 


| but meanwhile Rumour, the messenger, went swiftly 


# thoughout all the city, telling of the terrible death 
_ and fate of the wooers. And the people heard it all 


| ; at once, and gathered from every side with moanings 
|. and wailings before the palace of Odysseus. Forth 


| from the halls they brought each his dead, and 


| buried them; and those from other cities they 


sent each to his own home, placing them on swift 


| ships for seamen to bear them, but they themselves 
| went together to the place of assembly, sad at heart. 


| Now~-when they were assembled and met together 


| Eupeithes arose and spoke among them, for com- 


_ fortless grief for his son lay heavy on his heart, even 


' for Antinous, the first man whom goodly Odysseus 
_ had slain. Weeping for him he addressed their 


| assembly and said : 
' “Friends, a monstrous deed has this man of a 
_ truth devised against the Achaeans. Some he led 


| forth in his ships, many men and goodly, and he has 
} lost his hollow ships and utterly lost his men; and 
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_ others again has he slain on his return, and these 
_ by far the best of the Cephallenians. Nay then, 
- come, before the fellow goes swiftly to Pylos or to 
_ goodly Elis, where the Epeans hold sway, let us go 
_ forth; verily even in days to come shall we be dis- 
~ graced forever. For a shame is this even for men 


| that are yet to be to hear of, if we shall not take 





| vengeance on the slayers of our sons and our brothers. 
To me surely life would then no more be sweet; 
_ rather would I die at once and be among the dead. 


’ Nay, let us forth, lest they be too quick for us, and 


_ cross over the sea.” 
_ So he spoke, weeping, and pity laid hold of all the 
_Achaeans. Then near them came Medon and the 


| divine minstrel-from the halls of Odysseus, for sleep , 














had released them ; and they took their stand in the 


| midst, and wonder seized every man. Then Medon, 


| wise of heart, spoke among them: 
| “Hearken now to me, men of Ithaca, for verily 
/ not without the will of the immortal gods has 


| Odysseus devised these deeds. Nay, I myself saw 
| an immortal god, who stood close beside Odysseus, 


_and seemed in all things like unto Mentor. Yet as 
-an immortal god now in front of Odysseus would he 


| appear, heartening him, and now again would rage 


| through the hall, scaring the wooers; and they fell. 
thick and fast.”’ 


'. So he spoke, and thereat pale fear seized them all. 





| Then among them spoke the old lord Halitherses, 
| son of Mastor, for he alone saw before and after: he 
| with good intent addressed their assembly, and said: 
| “Hearken now to me, men of Ithaca, to the word 
| that I shall say. Through your own cowardice, 
| friends, have these deeds been brought to pass, 
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B for you would not obey me, nor Mentor, shepherd 
_ of the people, to make your sons cease from their 


_ folly. They wrought a monstrous deed in their 
_ blind and wanton wickedness, wasting the wealth 
' and dishonouring the wife of a prince, who, they 


' said, would never more return. Now then be it 
| thus; and do you hearken to me, as I bid. Let us 


' not go forth, lest haply many a one shall find a 
| bane which he has brought upon himself.” 
} So he spoke, but they sprang up with loud cries, 


| more than half of them, but the rest remained 





_ together in their seats; for his speech was not to 
_ their mind, but they hearkened to Eupeithes, and 


» quickly thereafter they rushed for their arms. 


_ Then when they had clothed their bodies in gleaming » 


_ bronze, they gathered together in front of the 
) spacious city. And Eupeithes led them in his folly, 
| for he thought to avenge the slaying of his son; 


bs yet he was himself never more to come back, but 


| was there to meet his doom. 


But Athene spoke to Zeus, son of Cronos, saying: 


| © Father of us all, thou son of Cronos, high above 


all lords, tell to me that ask thee what purpose 


| thy mind now hides within thee. Wilt thou yet 
| further bring to pass evil war and the dread din 


| of battle, or wilt thou establish friendship betwixt 

| the twain?” — 

| Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered her, and 
said: “My child, why dost thou ask and question 


| me of this? Didst thou not thyself devise this plan, 
| that verily Odysseus should take vengeance on these 
| men at his coming? Do as thou wilt, but I will 





| tell thee what is fitting. Now that goodly Odysseus 
| has taken vengeance on the wooers, let them swear 
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| asolemn oath, and let him be king all his days, and 
, let us on our part bring about a forgetting of the 
slaying of their sons and brothers; and let them 
love one another as before, and let wealth and 
peace abound.” . 

So saying, he roused Athene, who was already 
eager, and she went darting down from the heights 
of Olympus. 

But when they had put from them the desire 
of honey-hearted food, the much-enduring, goodly 
Odysseus was the first to speak among his company, 
saying: “Let one go forth and see whether they be 
not now drawing near.’ 

So he spoke, and a son of Dolius went forth, as he 
_ bade; he went and stood upon the threshold, and 
saw them all close at hand, and straightway he 
spoke to Odysseus winged words: ‘“‘ Here they are 
close at hand. Quick, let us arm.”’ 

So he spoke, and they rose up and arrayed them- 
selves in armour: Odysseus and his men were four, 
and six the sons of Dolius, and among them Laertes 
and Dolius donned their armour, grey-headed though 
they were, warriors perforce. But when they had 
clothed their bodies in gleaming bronze, they 
opened the doors and went forth, and Odysseus led 
them. 

Then Athene, daughter of Zeus, drew near them 
in the likeness of Mentor both in form and in voice, 
and the much-enduring, goodly Odysseus was glad 
at sight of her, and straightway spoke to Telemachus, 
his dear son: 

“Telemachus, now shalt thou learn this—having 
thyself come to the place of battle, where the best 
wairiors are put to the trial—to bring no disgrace 
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dovTnoey 5€ Tecwv, apaBnoe O€ TEVYE eT AUTO. 
b) ede yZ / b] \ \ ; , oie 4 
év 0 émrecov Tpopmayots Odvaevs cai haidspmos vis, 

/ AS J { ig Ae OP b) / 

TuTTov o€ Eidheciv TE Kal Eyyeow audhiyvotce. 
/ Ui ‘ Uf s/ Nee > / 
Kab vv Ke 01) TavTas GdeoaV Kal €OnKaV avocTouUs, 

b) ee J / ue N 3 4 
et un AOnvain, covpn Aros aiytoxoto, 
al ek le \ S yy Q \ v4 
hicev povh, Kata 0 éryeOe Naov aTraVTa. 

“<"loyeoOe rronréuov, lOaxnotor, apyanéo.o, 
OS KEV avatLwTt ye SvaxpwwOnTe TaXLOTA. 

“Os har ’AOnvain, tods dé yAwpov Oéos Eider 

TOV SO Apa Selo avTV EK XELPWV ETTATO TEVYEA, 


4.40 5 


Tov 6é Urea dehe 2505 Tpocehn a "A Ori: 


} 
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THE ODYSSEY, XXIV. 508-534 


- upon the house of thy fathers, for we have ever ex- 


| celled in strength and in valour over all the earth.” 


And wise Telemachus answered him: “ Thou shalt 
see me,if thou wilt, dear father, in my present 


 . temper, bringing no disgrace upon thy house, even 
> as thou sayest.” 


So said he, and Laertes was glad, and_ spoke, 


| saying: “What a day is this for me, kind gods! 


Verily right glad am I: my son and my son’s son 


| are vying with one another in valour.” 


' Then flashing-eyed Athene came near him and 
said: “Son of Arceisius, far the dearest of all my 


: friends, make a prayer to the flashing-eyed maiden 
» and to father Zeus, and then straightway raise aloft 
)) thy long spear, and hurl it.” 


14 So spoke Pallas Athene, and breathed into him 
/ great might. Then he prayed to the daughter of 
great Zeus, and straightway raised aloft his long 


M4 spear, and hurled it, and smote Eupeithes through 


_ the helmet with cheek-piece of bronze. This stayed 


| not the spear, but the bronze passed through, and 


he fell with a thud, and his armour clanged about 
' him. Then on the foremost fighters fell Odysseus 
_ and his glorious son, and thrust at.them with swords 


| and double-pointed spears. And now would they 
’ have slain them all, and cut them off from returning, 


| had not Athene, daughter of Zeus, who bears the 


| | aegis, shouted aloud, and checked all the host, 
1 | saying : : 





_ Refrain, men of Ithaca, from grievous war, that 
) ~with all speed you may part, and that without 
| bloodshed.” : 

_ So spoke Athene, and pale fear seized them. Then 
| in their terror the arms flew from their hands and 
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HOMER 


mavTa & ért xOovi winte, Oeds dra havncaons: 
\ \ / = ca / ‘ j , 

Tpos O€ TOALY TP@TT@VTO ALNaLopmevot BLOTOLO. 

sue pen Aco 5 eons TovuUTAas dios “Odvacers, 

sph gs O€ adels Gs T’ aleTos DYuTETHELS. 

Kat TOTE 1 Kpovidns adie pohoevta: KEpauvVor, 


Kad & rece wpdabe yNavewmidos oBptmoratpns. — 


6n TOT Odvaocia tpocédy yavKaTs "A Oh 
“ Avoyevés Aaeptiadén, todupynyav “Odvaced, 
laxeo, Tave Oe vEetKos Omotlov ToAEMOL0, 


pe) Tos Tor Kpovidns keXohwoerat edpvorra Zevs.” & 
SOc par’ "A@nvain, o 6 emeiPero, yatpe Oé Oupe. 


dpxia & avd KatomLaOe peT apaporepanoey eOneev 
Tladras ’AOnvain, covee Atos aiytoxoto, 
Mévrope eidouévyn nuev Séwas HO€e Kal avonv. 
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THE. ODYSSEY, XXIV. 535-548 


fell one and all to the ground, as the goddess uttered 
her voice, and they turned toward the city, eager to 
save their lives. Terribly then shouted the much- 
enduring, goodly Odysseus, and gathering himself 
together he swooped upon them like an eagle of 
lofty flight, and at that moment the son of Cronos 
cast a flaming thunderbolt, and down it fell before 
the flashing-eyed daughter of the mighty sire. Then 
flashing-eyed Athene spoke to Odysseus saying : 
“Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, stay thy hand, and make the strife of 
- equal! war to cease, lest haply the son of Cronos be 
_ wroth with thee, even Zeus, whose voice is borne afar.” 
So spoke Athene, and he obeyed, and was glad at 
heart. Then for all time to come a solemn covenant 
betwixt the twain was made by Pallas Athene, 
daughter of Zeus, who bears the aegis, in the likeness 


of Mentor both in form and in voice. 





1 Possibly ‘‘ baneful”; see the note on iii. 236. 
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21, 505, 5381; X. 417, 420, 463, 
522; XI. 30, 111, 162, 361, 480; 
Kil. 138, 345; XI. 97, 135, 212, 
248, 256, 325, 344; XIv. 98, 126, 
182, 189, 329, 344; xv. 29, 36, 
157, 267, 482, 510, 534; Xvi. 58, 
124, 223, 230, 251, 322, 419; Xvi. 
259; XVIII. 2; XIX. 132, 399, 462; 
XxX. 340; XXII. 18, 109, 252, 346; 
-XXII. 30, 52, 223; "XXII. 122, 176; 
XXIV. 104, 259, 269, 284. 
’T0akyjovos, IL Ir. 246; XXII. 45; pl., of 
the people, II. 25, 161, 229 : XY. 
520; XXIV. 354, 443, 454, 531. 

"Laos, XVII. 207 

*Ixdptos, I. 329; I. 53, 133; ine 797, 
840; XI. 446; XVI. 435 ; XVII. 
562: XVIII. 159, 188, 245, Za. 
XIx. 875, 546; XK. 588:)-Xx1. 2, 
321; XXIV. 195. 

"Txpddvos, XIX. 57. 

"TAvos, II. 18, 1723; Vill. 495; 578, 


81) 1K892 x. 157 oa 86, 108, 


372: XIV. 71, Za: XVII. 104, 293; 
XVI. 2523 XIX. 125, 182,193; 
XXIV. 117 


*TAos, I. 259 


"Ivo, V. 333, 461 

‘Inmodémera, XVIII. 182 

_Inmordéys, X. 2, 36 

*Ipos, XVIII. 6, 25, 38, 56, 73, 75, 96, 
233, 239, 333, 337, "398 


: "Iopapos, IX. 40, 198 


"IrvAos, XIX. 522 
Thun, Iv. 797 
*Idexdnetyn, XI. 290, 296 
ipmmedeca., XI. 305 
"Ideros, XXI. 14, 22, 37 


K 


Kadpetou, XI. 276 

Kddpos, V. 333 

ane XIX. 260, 597; XXIII. 19, 

KodAvwo, I. 14; Iv. "B57: v. 14, 78, 
85, 116, 180, 202, 242, 246, 258, 
263, 276, 321, 372 : Vil. 245, 254, 
260; VIII. 452; Ix. 29: XII. 389, 
448; XVII. 143; XXII. 333. 

Kaoodvipn, XI. 422, 

Kdorwp, son of Leda, XI. 300. 

Kaotwp, a Cretan, XIV. 204 
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Kavkwves, III. 366 

KedaddAnves, XX. 210; XXIV. 355, 

378, 429 

Kyjrevoe, XI. 521 

- Kixoves, IX. 39, 47, 59, 66, 165; 
XXIII. 310 

Kuppepror, XI. 14 

Kipxn, VIM. 448; IX. 313 X.: 186, 
150, 210, 221, 241, 276, "282, 287, 
289, 293, 295, 308, 322, 337, 347, 
375, 383, 388. 394, 426, 432, 445, 

449, 480, 483, 501, 549, 554, 563, 

571; 0G tigoy 22, 53, 62; Cain 9, 16, 
36, 150, 155, 226, 268, 273, 302; 
XXIII. 321 

KAettos, XV. 249, 250 

KAvpévn, XI. 326 

KAvmevos, III. 452 

KAvtauuvyortpn, II. 266; XI. 422, 439 

KaAvuriéys, XV. 540 

KAv7vos, XVI. 327 

KAvtovyos, VIII. 119, 123 

eee Kix 78 

Kopaé, XIII. 408 

‘Kpdrauis, XI. 124 

Kpetwv, XI. 269 

Kpybevs, XI. 237, 258 

Kpytes, XIV. 205, 234, 382 

| Kpyrn, Il. 191, 291; x1. 323; XII. 
256, 260; XIV. 199, 252, 300, 301; 
XVI. 62; XVI. 523 : XIX. 172, 186, 

Kpovidys, I. 45, 81; 
25; XXIV. 4738, 539, 544. 

re I. 386 ; I. 88, \ LIS sty. 
207, 699; VII. 289 ; X. yA gene 4 
620 ; XII. "399, 405; XIV. 184, 303, 
406; XV. 477 ; XVI. 1t7; "291: 
MV. 424% XVI) 3763) Kix. 80: 
XX. 236, 273.5, Rls SOAs Rod, 
XXIV. 472 

Kpovos, XXT. 415 

Kpovvot, XV. 295 

Kryotos, XV. 414 

Kryourmos, XX. 288, 303, 304; XXII. 
279, 285 

Krimevyn, XV. 363 

Kvdwves, II. 292; XIx. 176 

Kv0épeva, VIII. 288; XVIII. 193 

KvOnpa, Ix. 81 

Kincrioy, = Polyphemus, I. 693; II. 


19; IX. 296, 316, 319, 345, 347, 


362, 364, 415, 428, 474, 475, 492, 
502, 548; X. 200, 435; XII. 209; 
XK. 195 RWS TZ 
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TX. 5523 Er, 


KvxdAwres, I. 71; VI. 5; VI. 206; IX. @ 
rt RET "125, 166, 275, 357, ’399, 
il 

KvAAjvios, XXIV. 1 

Kvmpos, IV. 83; VIII. 362; XVII. 442, 
443, 448 

Kiéxuros; = 514 


A 


Aaépxys, III. 425 

Aaéprys, I. 189, 4805 11. 99: Iv. Lidge 
555, 738; VII. 18; 1x. 505; XIV. | 
9, 173, 451; XV. 353, 483; XVI. | 
118, 138, 302 ; XIX. 144; XXII. | 
185, 191, 336; XXIV. 134, 192,) | 
206, 207, 270, 327, 365, 375, 498, 

Aaepriadys, V. 2033 IX. 19; x. 400% 
456, 488, 504; xt. 60, ‘92, 405, 
473, 617; XII. 378; XIII. 3755 
XIV. 486; XVI. 104, 167, 455; 
XVII. 152, 361; XVIII. 24, 348 3 
XIx. 165, 262, 336, 583 ; XX. 2865 
Xx. 262; XXII. 164, 339; xxIv. | 
42 | 

Aaatpuyovin, X. 82; XXII. 318 

Aavatpvyov, X. 106, 109, 199 

Aakedaiuwv, III. 326 ; Ty. 1, 318m 
102.5. V. 20s eae 414, 440; XV. | 
as XVII. 121 5 Sete 13° 

Aduos, X. 81 

Aaumerin, XII. 132, 375 

Aadiros, XXIII. 246 

Aaodduas, VII. 170; VIII. 117, 119, 
130, 132, 141, 153, 207, 370 

Aaridat, XXI. 297 

Aevwoxpitos, Il. 2423 XXII. 294 

Ae.wdns, XXI. 144, 168; XxII. 310 

AéaBos, Ill. 169 ; IV. 342; XVII. 133 

Aevkdas, XXIV. 11 

Acvxoden, V. 334 

A7jdn, XI. 298 

Ayjpvos, VIII. 283, 294, 301 

Anré, VI. 106; XI. 318, 580 

AcBvn, IV. 85; XIV. 295 

ep ile a: Ix. 84, 91, 92, 96; Xx, | 
311 


° M | - 


Mavds, XIV. 435 ‘ | 
Maipa, XI. 326 
MadAcra (MdAccac), II. 287; IV. 5145 

IX, 80; XIX. 187 
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 Mdvtios, XV. 242, 249 


Mapafor, VII. 80 
Mapwr, IX. 197 


— Maortopiéys, I. 158; XXIV. 452 
MeyarévOns, IV. 11; xv. 100, 103, 


122 


- Meyapn, XI. 269 


Médwv, IV. 677, 696, 711; XVI. 252, 
412; XVII. 172; Aett. 337, 361; 
XXIV. 439, 442 

MeAdutrous, KV. 225 

MeAavevs, XXIV. 103 

MV, 212, 

247, 369; XX. 175,255; XXI. 175, 

176, 181. "265 ; XXII. 135, 142, 152, 

159, 161, 182, 195, 474 


MedavO6s, XVIII. "321; XIX. 65 


Méuvwv, XI. 522 


_ Mevédaos, I. 285; UI. 141, 168, 249, 


257, 279, 311, 317, eoos IV. 2. 16, 
23, "26, 30, 46, 51, 59, 76, 116, 
128, 138, 147, 156, 168, "185, 203, 
217, 235, 265, 291° 307, 316, 332, 
561, 609 ; VIII. 518 ; xr. 460; 
XIII. 414; Iv. 470; XV. 5, 14, 52, 
57, 64, 67, 87, 92, "07, 110, 133, 
14i, 147, 167, 169, "207; XVII. 76, 
116, 120, 147; XXIV. 116. 


Mevouriddns, XXIV. 77 


Mév7ys, 1. 105, 180, 418 


— Mévrwp, II. 225, 243, 253, 268, 401; 


I. 22, 240; Iv. 654, "655; XVII. 
68; XXII. 206, 208, 213, 235, 249 ; 
XXIV. 446, 456. 503, 548 


— Meppepisys, I. 259. 


MeoavaAtos, XIV. 449, 455 


_ Meooynvn, XXI. 15 
— Meooyjvior, XXI. 18 


Mipas, II. 172 

Muvvevos, XI. 284 

Mivws, XI. 322, 568; XVII. 523; 
XIX. 478 

MovAtos, XVIII. 423 

Movoa, I. 1; VIII. 63, 73, 481, 488; 
XXIV. 60, 62 

Hei daughter of Inachus, I. 

0 


Mvx«yvyn, the city, m1. 305; xxI. 108 
Muppcdoves, III. 188 ; Iv. 9; XI. 495 


N 
NavBoriéys, Vill. 116 


NavotOoos, VI. 7; VII. 56, 62, 63; 
VIII, 565 


‘NyAcevs, III. 


Navov.xaa, VI. 17, 25, 49, 101, 186, 
213, 251, 276; Vil. 12; viil. 457, 
464 

Navtevs, VIII. 112 

Néavpa, XII. 133 

Neoroptéys, III. 36, 482; Iv. 71, 155; 
XV. 6, 44, 46, 48, 166, 195, 302 

Néorwp, I. 284’: II. 17, Ba, 57, 68, 
79, 102, 202, "210, 244, 247, 253, 
345, 386, 3977, 405, 411, 417, 436, 
444. 448, 452, 465, 469, 474; IV. 
21, 69, 161, 186, 191, 209, 303, 
488 ; XI, 286, 512; XV. 4, 144, 
151, 194; XVII. 109: XXIV. 52 

Nyvov, 1.186; cf. II. 81 

4, 409; XI. 254, 281, 
288; XV. 229, 233, 237 

NyAnradys, II. 79, 202, 247, 46 

NyAjvos, IV. 639 

Nyptkos, XXIV. 377 

jNyjpcrov, IX. 22; XIII. 351 

Nyp.tos, XVII. 207 

Nigos, XVI. 395; XVIII. 127, 413 

No7ymov, Il. 386; Iv. 630, 648 

Notos, III. 295 ; Mes 295, 33813 XII. 
289, 325, 326, 427; XI. 111 


O 


"Oducevs (’ Oduccevs), I. 21, and after; 
at Calypso’s isle, I. 13 ff. AON. 5 
IV. 556 ff.:) V: 1-267; VII. 254 ; 
Ix. 29; Athena’ Ss favour toward 
him, Ilr. 219 ff.: 379; XII. 300 
ff. ; "Helen and Menelaus tell of 
his prowess, Iv. 240 ff., 266 ff.; 
builds a raft, Vv. 234 ff.: leaves 
Calypso’s isle, v. 269 ff.; "cf. VII. 
262 ff. ; wrecked by Poseidon, Vi. 
291 ff.: cf. VII. 272; .aided by 
Ino, v. 333; lands on the island, 
Scheria, Vv. 453 ff.; his plea to 
Nausicaa, VI. 149 ff.; enters city, 
vil. 14 ff. 5 makes plea to Arete, 
Vil. 145 ff.; questioned by. Arete 
he tells his tale, VII. 241 ff.; 
weeps at the minstrel’s song, vItl. 
83 ff., 521 ff.; taunted by Eury- 
alus, "he hurls the discus, VIII. 
186 ff. ; Euryalus makes amends 
to him, VIII. 395 ff. ; his narrative 
of his wanderings, Ix. 1-x1I. 453; 
he declares his name, Ix. 19; his 
adventures: with: the Cicones, 
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IX. 39 ff.; with the Lotus-eaters, 
Ix. 82 ff. -in the land of the 
' Cyclopes, IX. 105 ff.; in the isle 
of Aeolus, x. 1 ff.; ; with the 
Laestrygonians, X. 81 ff.; in the 
isle of Circe, xX. 135 ff.: in the 
underworld, XI; with the Sirens, 
XII. 166 ff.: with Scylla and 
Charybdis, XU. 201 ff.; in the 
isle, Thrinacia, XI. 305; *his ship- 
wreck, XII. 405 173418 brought to 
Ithaca by the Phaeacians, XIII. 
117; met by Athene, he confers 
with her, XIII. 190 ff. ; ; is trans- 
formed by Athene, XIII. 430 ff. ; 
at the hut of Eumaeus, mye 1 
XVII. 200; his wealth, XIV. 99 ae 
retransformed by Athene, he is 
recognized by Telemachus, XVI. 
172 ff.; goes to city, xviI. 200; 
is abused and kicked by Melan- 
thius, Xvi. 215 ff.; comes to his 
palace, XVII. 260 ff. ; ; is recognized 
by the hound, Argus, XVII. 292; 
is smitten by Antinous, XVII. 
462: his bout with Irus, XVIII. 
1-107; is reviled by Melantho, 
XVIII. 327 ff.: xIx. 65 ff.: ; Eury- 
machus hurls a foot-stool at 
him, xvi. 394; his interview 


with Penelope, XIX, 102-600; is: 


bathed by Eurycleia, XIX. 346 ff. : 

the tale of his wounding by the 
boar, XIX. 392 ff,; is recognized 
by Eurycleia, xXIx. 474; bids 
Penelope-set on foot the trial of 
the bow, XIx. 583 ff.; Ctesippus 
taunts him, and hurls an ox’s 
hoof at him, xx. 292 ff.; reveals 
himself to Humaeus and Philoe- 
tius, XXI. 193 ff.; strings the 
bow, xXxI. 405 fif.; declares him- 
elf, and begins the slaying of 
the wooers, XxII. 1 ff.; spares 
Phemius and Medon, XxII. 372 
ff.; orders the faithless women 
to be slain, xx1I. 441 ff.; is beau- 
tified by Athene, XXIII. 156 ff. ; 
proves his identity by the token 
of his bed, XxIII. 183 ff.; is wel- 
comed by ‘Penelope, XXIII. 205 3 
goes forth to his farm ; XR. 
371; declares himself to Laertes, 
XXIV. 321; his final combat with 
the kinsfolk* of the wooers, XXIV. 
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“Oooa, XI. 315 


495 ff.; 1a fictitious narratives, 
XIII. 256 {7s XIVVEDSO- IT: - XVIL 
419 ff.: XIx. 165 ff.; xxtv. 304 
ff; ; prophecy regarding his death, (Be 
XI. 134 ff. ; 5 CLS eee 

Oidurddys, pO ele 

‘Oikays, KV. 243 

’OtkAetos, XV. 244 

Oivow, XXI. 144 

Oixadreds, VIII. 224 . 
"OAvureos, I. 27, 60; I. 68; III. 3775 4 
Iv. 74, 173, "722 « VI. 188; Xv. | 
523; XX. 79; XXII. 140, 167 ye 
“OAvtros (OdAvpaos), 1. 102; VI. 42, | 
240; Vill. 331; x. 307; I. 313, 2 || 
315: Xisere XIV. 394; Xv. 43 5, 
XVII. 180: XIX, 43; XX. 55, Tay 
108 ; XXIV. 351, 488 

"Ovnropidys, Ill. 282 

*Opéarys, I. 30, 40, 298; 
Iv. 546; x1. 461 

’Opmevidns, XV. 414 

"Opairoxos, XIII. 260 

sictrrarsa i. 489; xv. 187; XXI. 


‘Optvyin, V. 123; xv. 404 
“Opxomevos, XI. 284, 459 













III. 306; 


Ovris, IX. 366, 369, 408, 455, 460 


II 
Taujwr, Iv. 232 
TlaAdds, I. 125, 252, 327; mt. 405; | 
Im. 29, 42, 222, 385; IV. 289, 823: 
VI. 233, 328 ; VII. 37; vil. 73 XL - 
547; XIII, 190, 252, 300, 3715; Xv. 
- 13 XVI. 298; XIX. 33; XxX. 340;05ame 
XXIII. 160; XXIV. 520, 547 4 
ee I. 239: XIV. 369; XXIV 
Tlavddpeos, XIX. 518; Xx. 66 
Iavomevs, XI. 581 
Ilapyvnods, XIX. 394, 411, 432, 4663 
XXI. 220; XXIV. 332. 
Tlatpoxdos, II. 110; x1. 468; XXIV. 


4 


ed) aT peed Sete Gund | teteelt) Bake 


‘, 


16,77, 79 
Iddos, VIII. 363 | 
Ileipavos, XV. 539, 540, 544; a 
55, 71, 74, 78; KX. 372 BT 
Tletpedoos, xI. 631; XXI. 296, 298 
Teioavdpos, XVII. 299; XXII. 243, 
268, 299 








[leconvopidys, I. 429; I. 347; Xx. 
— +448 j 

evojvwp, I. 38 
Tevotarpatos, IM. 36, 400, 415, 454, 
482; Iv. 1553 Xv. 46, 48, 131, 166 
Demis xix. 177 
TleAtys, XI. 254, 256 


. 491, 494, 509, 534, 
564; XI. “7, 213, 217, 226, 386, 


XXIV. 18, 23 

TinAcvs, XI. 478, 494, 505; XxIv. 36 

1) UnAniadys, XI. 467, 587 ; XXIV. 15 

) UnAvov, XI. 316 

IInveAoreca, I, 223, ind often; her 
loyalty, XI. 181 ff, 444 ff. ; “XII. 
Sao ff. "Srot:: XVI. 37 ff. : con- 
trasted with ‘Clytemnestra, <i, 
430-453; XxIv. 192-202; her 
desolate "loneliness, I. 340 ff. , 362 
ff..; Iv. 842 ff. ; XVI. 449 ff.; : XIX. 
124 ff., 512 fi., ” 603 ff.; XVII. 201 
. 251 ff. appears *pefore the 
wooers, i cau .; KVI.. 409 fi. ; 
Xvi. 206 ff. XIX. be. i. 5 her 
device of the web, 790 ft. ; ” XIX. 
139 ff.; XxIv. 128 n> 1S com- 
-forted by Athene, Iv. 795 ff. ; her 
interview with ‘Odysseus, XIX. 
53 ff.; proposes the trial of the 
bow, XIX., Srern., xt. 68 fi. ; 
recognizes. Odysseus and gives 
him welcome, XXIII. 205 ff. 

| Ineo, XI XI. 287 

IIvepin, V. 50 

TAaykrat, XM. 61; XXII. 327 

TlAnuades, V. 272 

Tlovaytios, II. 190 


1 | ToAirys, X. 224 


IloAvfos, father of Hurymachus, I. 
q00> a8 477 5 XV. 5195 XVI. 345, 
434: XVIII. 349; <_<, "359 ; XxI. 
320, 

= IlcAvBos, one of the wooers, XXII. 

- 2438, 284 

{1éAvBos, an Egyptian, Iv. 126 

Ild6AvBos, a Phaeacian, VIII. 373 

TloAvéapva, IV. 228 
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TloAvdevxys, XI. 300 

TloAv@epoetdys, XXII. 287 

TloAvkaory, Il. 464 

TloAv«ropiéys, XVIII. 299; XXII, 243 

ToAvcr@p, XVII. 207 

TloAvvyos, VilI. 114 

TloAvrymovidys, XXIV. 305 

TloAvdeténs, XV. 249, 252 

TloAvdynpmos, I. 70; IX. 403, 407, 446 

Tlovtevs, VIII. 113 

Hovrévoos, Vil... 179, 1823-vine Gs: 
MI 50).53 

Hoceddwr, I. 20, and often; visits 
Ethiopians 9 22 ff.; his return, 
v. 282; his wrath against Odys- 
seus, I. 20, 68 ff.; V.:204 ff.; 340, 
375 ff. ; VI. 330 f.; > XT 342 f.: 
wrecks the raft of Odysseus, v. 
291 ff. ; hears the Cyclops’ prayer, 
1D. 538; works vengeance on the 
sp of the Phaeacians, XIII. 128- 

4 : 

Tlooudyiov, VI. 266 

IIpauveros, X. 235 

IIptamos, II. 107, 1380; v. 1063 xi. 
471, 533; XI. 316; Xiv. 241; 
XXII. 230 

IIpoxprs, XI. 321 

Upvpvevs, VIII. 112 

I[pwpevs, VIII. 113 

IIpwrevs, IV. 365, 385 

Ivée, VIIT..80; XI. 581 

IvaAcoe, 11. 31, 59; Xv. 216,.227 

IIvaAos, I. 93, 284 ; TI. 214, 308, 317, 
326, 359; II. 4, 182, 485; IV. 599, 
633, 639, 656, "702. 713: V2205 
at, 257, 235, 459; XIII. 274; XIV. 
180; XV. 42, 193, 226, 236,,541; 
KVEc "24, ist 142, 323, 337; XVII. 
42, 109; XXI. 108; XXIV. 152, 430 

Tupubdcyebwr, x. 513 


es 
‘PaddpavOos; IV. 564; VII. 323 


‘PetOoov, I. 186 
‘Pyéjnvwp, VII. 63, 146 


> 


SadApwvevs, XI. 236 
seh duos), I. 246; Iv. 671, 845; 
24; xv. 29, 367 : XVI. 123, 
249: XIX. 131; XxX. 288 
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Derpyves, XII. 39, 42, 44, 52, 158, 
167,198; XXIII. 326 

Zudovin, XIII. 285 

Sdovror, IV. 84, 618; xv, 118 

Sidwv, XV. 425 

Zukavin, XXIV. 307 

ee XX \383.5 KXEV.( 2115366; 

9 


Zivtves, WII. 294 

Stoudos, XI. 593 

ZKVAAH, XII. 85, 108, 125, 228, 231, 
235, 245, 261, 310, 480, 445; 
XXIII. 328 

ZKvpos, XI. 509 

ZdAvpot, V. 283 

Lovviov, III. 278 

Srap7y, I, 938, 2853 If, 214, 327, 359; 
Iv. 10; x1. 460; xr. 412 

=Tpatios, III. 413, 439 

=7vé, V. 185; x. 514 

Svpin, XV. 403 

>XxEpC v. 343; VI. 8; VII. 79; XIII. 


+ 


Tavtados, XI. 582 

Taco, 1. 105, 181, 419; xiv. 452; 
XV. 427; xvI. 426 

Tados, I. 417 

Tetpeotas, X. 492, 524, 537, 565; XI. 
32, 50, 89, 90, 139, 151, 165, 479; 
XII. 267, 272: XXIII. 251, 393 

Texrovidys, vii. 114 

TeAauwov, XI. 553 

TeAauwrviadns, XI. 543 

Texéon, I. 184 

Tévedos, III. 159 

Tepmiddns, XXII. 330 

Tnréuaxos, I. 113, and often; wel- 
comes Athene, and confers with 
her, I. 113 ff.; is bidden to emu- 
late Orestes, 1. 298 ff. ; SET; is 
defies the wooers, I. 368 ir, 
138 ff. 310 ff.; calls an Seu 
of the Ithacans, and appeals to 
them, II. 6 ff.; refuses to put 
away “his mother, II. 130; ee 
ship of the wooers, II. 212 ies 
heartened and aided by athe, 
Il. 267 ff. sets sail from Ithaca, 
I. 413 ff.; at Pylos with Nestor, 
III. 4-484; at fi Amn IV. 
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Tupo, Il. 120; XI. 235 
























ff.; weeps at mention of Odys- 
seus, Iv. 114, 185; is recognized 
by Helen, Iv. 141 ie is given 
gifts by Menelaus, IV. 612 ff. ; the 
wooers plot to slay him, Iv. 669. 
ff. 3 cf. XVI. Bee wee : leaves Lace- 
daemon, Xv. 182; ” ‘meets Theo- 
clymenus, XV. 222 ff. ; ; goes to the 
swineherd’ s hut, XVI. 4 ff. ; ; con= 


goes to the city, XVII. ‘1 ie 
welcomed by Eurycleia, XVII. 1 
ff.; by Penelope, XVil.- 36 fice 
brings Theoclymenu us to the 
palace, xviI. 84 ff.; lays away 
the arms, XIx. 14 ff. ; tries the 
bow of Odysseus, XXI. 118 fhe 
slays Amphinomus, XXII. 92 
brings armour from the store. 
room, XXII. 101; slays the faith- § 
less women. XXII 458; chides 
Penelope, XXII. 97 ff.; takes 
part in the final combat with. the 
kinsfolk of the wooers, XXIV. } 
495 ff. ; a | 

TrAeuos, IX. 509 | 

TyAemvdaos, X. 82; XXII. 318 

TyAepioys, XI, 519 

Tyvyetos, VI. 1038 

TiOwves, v.l1 

Titvos, VII. 3243; XI. 576 . 

Tpitoyeveca, TIL. 378 

Tpoin, I. 2, 62, 210, 327, 355: II. | 
257, 268, "276; Iv. 6, 99, "146, 488 5 4 
Vv. 39, 307; Ix. 38, 259; x. 403 
oak XI, 160, 499, 510, 513; XII, : 
189; XIII. 137, 348, 315, 388. | 
XIV. "999, 469; XV. 153; XVI. 2895 
XVIL: 314: XVIII. 260, "266: XIX. | 
8, 187; XXIV. 37 te 4 

Tpaes, I. 237; Ill. 85, 86, 87, 100, 
220; IV. 243, 249, 254, "057, 273, & 
2757 Gaus v. 310; VII. 82, 220, 
508, 504, 513; XI. "169, 383, 513, 
532, 547; XII. 190; XII. 266 
MIV icity 367; XVII. 119; xvVOh § 
261; XXII. 36, 228; XXIV. 27, 315 
38 a | 

Tpwids, XIII. 263 

Tpwos, IV. 259 

Tvdeldys, III. 181; Iv. 280 

Tvdevs, III. 167 a 

Tuvddpeos, XI, 298, 299; XXIV. 199 | 


INDEX OF PROPER NAMES 


¥ 


*“YAakidyns, XIV. 204 

_Yrepety, vi. 4 

‘Yrepynoin, XV. 254. 

‘Yrreprovidys, AIT, 76 

5 fees 8, 24; XII. 133, 263, 346, 
374 


® 


®acPovea, XII. 132 

ie ®adOwv, XXIII. 246 
I Paidiuos, IV. 617; Xv. 117 

Paidpn, x 321 
Sainkes, V. 35, and often 
Paortés, III. 296 
§ Papos, IV. a5 
i= Dealt, XV. 297 
if wv, XIV. 316; XIX. 287. 
spat, IV. 798 

pys, XI. 259 

os 1, 154, 3o7¢ 3) XVII. 263 5 XXII. 
3 


npai, III. 488; Xv. 186 

Jin, XI. 496 

tAotTios, XK. 185, 254; XxI. 240, 
i 8883 XXII. 359 

i sieDKT HTS, 1. 190; vit. 219 

i BcAopnAcidys, IV. 343; Xvi. 134 
@otBos, Il. 279; VII. 79; IX. 201 
Powvixy, IV. 83; XIV. 291 

Poivré, ae 272; XIV. 288; xv. 415, 


*) 
Poivicoa, XV. 417 





Popxvs, I. 72; XIII. 96, 345 
®po0s, If. 386; IV. 630, 648 
®pdvtts, III. 282 

®vAaky, XI. 290; XV. 236 
®vAakos, XV. 231 

®vAw, IV. 125, 183 


Xx 


Xadkis, XV. 295 

Xdpites, VI. 18; VIII. 364; 
194 

XadpuBdrs, XII. 104, Ties 235, 260, 
428, 430, 436, 441; XXIII. 327 

Xios, Ii. 170, 172 

XA@pts, XI. 281 

Xpoutos, XI. 286 


XVIII. 


¥ 
Lupin, WW. 171 
a 


yoy, T. Soe Vi. L723> Vibe 2440 
PASy: aap ¢ 6 448 ; XXIII. 333 
Oiccavds, TV. 568 ; Vc oti son te. 
508, 511; XI. 1a, DAN 158, 639; 
5 gl Oe XIX. 434 ; XX. 65; XXII, 
LOR XXIII. 244, 347; XXIV. 11 
OKGaXos, VIII. 111 

“Optwy, V. 121, 274; XI. 310, 572 
*O70s, XI, 308 

"Ow, I. 429; 11. 347; xx. 148 


; 455 


a 
4. 
% 
ars 
ee 





4 


BRUNSWICK STREET, STAM 





RicHarp Cay 4 


STA 
_ AND BUI 














ale t Homerus 

4021 The Odyssey 
ie. 

:\ a 
i ae 
cop, 5 


PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE 
CARDS OR SLIPS FROM THIS POCKET 


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO LIBRARY 


| i a 













. i daniel VS 
OPS bat pe? 
























tty bi = oo ‘ rr 







(a 
Ht. 


132, 








’ 
= 


3-15!) 


“i 4 


L<3 









qe ee oS 





se 


= ‘ee 
22-22% 72 - 
(22-22% 7>.— 2 — > 


